Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 




600102407K 




QUESTIONS 



ON THE 



COLLECTS, EPISTLES, AND GOSPELS, 



THBOUOHODT THE TEAR. 



Edited by the Rev. T. K CLAUGHTON, 



TICAB or KIDDBBMIN8TER. 



FOR THE USE OF TEACHERS IN SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 



PART I. 
ADVENT TO TUSSDAT IN SA8TSR WEEK. 



JOHN HENRY PARKER, 
Aot) 377 Strand, London. 

1853. 



LONDON: 
Printed by 6. Barclay, Castle St. Leicester Sq. 



CONTENTS. 



The First Sunday in Advent ... 1 

The Second Sunday in Advent , . 10 

The Third Sunday in Advent ... 19 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent . . 27 

The Nativity of our Lord, or the Birthday 
of Christ, commonly called tliristmas 

Bay ...:... 34 

Saint Stephen's Day . . : : . 44 

^idiit John the Evangelist's Bay . . 6^ 

The Innocents' Day : . . . . 6d 

The Circumcision of Christ : . .71 

The Epiphany, or the Manifestatidn of 

Christ to the Gentiles . . . 7^ 

The First Sunday after the tlpiphany : 89 

Th^ Second Sunday after the 'E^tphknf . 95 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany . 103 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany . 110 

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany . 118 



IV 



OONTENTO. 




> 

Page 


The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 


• 


125 


The Sunday called Septuagesima, or 


the 




Third Sunday before Lent 


• 


136 


The Sunday called Sexagesima, or 


the 


' 


Second Sunday before Lent 


• 


146 


The Sunday called Quinquagesima) or 


the 




next Sunday before Lent . 


• 


164 


The FuBt Day of Lent, commonly called 




Aah-Wednesday 




163 


The First Sxmday in Lent 




171 


The Second Sunday in Lent 




181 


The Third Sunday in Lent 




189 


The Fourth Sunday in Lent 




200 


The Fifth Sunday in Lent 




209 


The Sunday next before Easter 




216 


Monday before Easter 




223 


Tuesday before Easter 




231 


Wednesday before Easter 




238 


Thursday before Easter . 




246 


Good Friday 




254 


Foster Even 




268 


Easter Day 




274 


Monday in Easter Week , 




280 


Tuesday in Easter Week . 




286 



QUESTIONS 



ON THE 



COLLECTS, EPISTLES, AND GOSPELS. 



The Fibst Sunday m Advent. 

The CoUect. 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast 
away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 
armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life 
in which Thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility ; that^ the last day, when He shall 
come again in His glorious Majesty to judge both 
the quick and dead, we may rise to the life im- 
mortal, through Him who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 

Teiuher, What are we preparing to commemorate ? 
Scholar. The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
flesh. 

T. What is meant by Almighty ? 
8. Able to do all things. 

B 



2 THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

T. What do we pray to God (who is alone able to do 
all things) to give as ? 

8, " Grace ; that we may cast away the works of dark- 
ness and put upon us the armour of light." 

T. What are these works of darkness ? 

8, All sin, and wickedness, and ignorance. 

T. Wlio is the ruler of the darkness of this world ? 

8. The devil ; " for we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places." Ephes. vi. 12. 

T, How does* St. Paul exhort us as Christians ? Rom. 
iii. 12 ; Ephes* v. 11. 

8, " The night is far spent, the day is at hand ; let us 
therefore cast ofif the works of darkness, and let us put on 
the armour of light." ** And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them." 

T. What do we promise at our Baptism ? 

8. ** To renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts 
of the flesh." 

r. Describe the whole armour of God, .from Ephes. 
vi. 18-17. 

8, "Wherefore take unto yon the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day ; 
and having done all to stand. Stand therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breast- 
plate of righteousness ; and your feet shod with the pre- 
paration of the gospel of peace : above all, taking the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God." 

T. What do we caU this life in the Collect ? and why ? 
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8. Mortal ; t . e, subject to death. 

T. What did our Saviour show by His visiting us in 
this mortal life ? 

8. His great humility. He ** made Himself of no re- 
putation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men." Phil, ii. 6, 7. 

T. How did our Saviour describe His coming, again to 
judge the quick and the dead ? Matt, xxv. 31, 32. 

8, ^ The Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all 
the holy Angels with Him ; then shall He sit upon the 
throne of His glory. And before Him shall be gathered 
all nations ; and He shall separate them one from another, 
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats." 

T. Who shall, then, be judged ? 

8, " The angels which kept not their first estate, but 
left their own habitation, He hath reserved in everlasting 
chains imder darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day." Jitde, 6. *' All that are in the graves shall hear 
His voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." JohUj v. 
28, 29. ^ Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air." 1 Thess. iv. 17. 

T. For what do we therefore pray in this Collect? 

8. ^ When He shaU come again in His glorious ma- 
jesty to judge both the quick and dead, we may rise to 
the life immortaL" 

T. What do we mean by immortal ? 

8. Not subject to death ; etemaL 

T. How does St Paul describe our Lord Jesus Christ's 
glorious majesty in heaven ? T Thn, vi. 15, 16. 

8, *' Who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords ; who only hath immortality. 
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dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto ; 
whom no man hath seen nor can see : to whom be 
honour and power everlasting. Amen." 

The Oospd. St. Matt. xxi. 1. 

When* they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were 
come to Bethphage, unto the Mount of Olives, then 
sent Jesus two disciples, saying unto them. Go into 
the village over against you, and - straightway ye 
shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her : loose 
them, and bring them unto me. And if any man 
say aught unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath 
need of them ; and straightway he will send them. 
All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was 'spoken by the Prophet, saying, Tell ye the 
daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the 
foal of an ass. And the disciples went, and did as 
Jesus commanded them ; and brought the ass, and 
the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set 
him thereon. And a very great multitude spread 
their garments in the way ; others cut down branches 
from the trees, and strawed them in the way. And 
the multitudes that went before, and that followed, 
cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David ; Blessed 
is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord ; Ho- 
sanna in the highest. And when He was come into 
Jerusalem all the city was moved, saying. Who is 
this ? And the multitude said, This is Jesus the 
Prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. And Jesus went 
into the temple of God, and cast out all them that 
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sold and bought in the temple ; and overthrew the 
tables of the money-changers, and the seats of them 
that sold doves ; and said unto them, It is written, 
My house shall be called the house of prayer ; but 
ye have made it a den of thieves. 

T. How did our Saviour show His wiUingness to be 
offered by going up to Jerasalem ? 

S, Having declared to His disciples beforehand, " Be- 
hold, we go -up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man shall 
be betrayed unto the Chief Priests and unto the Scribes, 
and they shall condemn Him to death, And shall deliver 
him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to 
crucify Him: and the third day He shall rise again." 
Matt, XX. 18, 19. 

T. [Bethphage was a village of the priests, about a mile 
from Jerusalem, on Mount Olivet. The Mount of Olives, 
according to Zechariah, xiv. 4, ** was before Jerusalem on 
the east," parted from the city by the brook Cedron or 
Eidron.] 

T. By whom was our Saviour's entrance intaterusalem 
prophesied ? 

S. Zechariah, ix. 9. " Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Sion ; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy King 
con^th unto thee : He is just, and having salvation ; 
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of 
an ass." 

T. What words of the Collect does the manner of it 
recall? 

8. ** He came to visit us in great humility." 

T. What was the cry of the multitude ? 

8. Hosanna to the Son of David ; blessedis He that com- 
eth in the name of the Lord ; Hosanna in the highest ! 

T. Hosanna in Hebrew signifies, **Save, I beseech 

b2 
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thee," or, ^ Give salvation." What did the people aeknow- 
ledge Him to he ? 

S. '<The prophet of Nazareth of Galilee," fulfilling 
that "which was spoken by the prophet, He shall be 
called a Nazarene." McOt, ii. 23. 

T. What was the cry of the people in less than a week? 

8. " Crucify Him ! Crucify Him ! " Luke, xxiii. 21. 

T. Where did Jesus first resort? 

S, To the Temple of God. 

7. f. e. the outer court of the temple, where the Gen- 
tile converts prayed, and whatever was required for the 
sacrifice was bought and sold. When were doves per- 
mitted as offerings ? Lev. v. 7. 

8» When the person was not able ** to bring a lamb, 
then he shall bring for his trespass which he hath com- 
mitted two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, unto the 
Lord, one for a sin-offering, and the other for a burnt- 
offering." 

7. Did our Saviour permit their trading in the House 
of God? 

8. No ; '^ He cast out all them that sold and bought in 
the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, and the seats of them that sold doves." 

jT. What are the words of Isaiah, Ivi. 7, which Christ 
repeated ? 

8. *^ Mine house shall be called an house of prayer for 
all people." 

r. How may we sin in this way ? 

8. By letting our hearts dwell on our worldly con- 
cerns, our buying, and selling, and getting gain, instead 
of worshipping God with all our heart and soul in His 
holy Temple. 

T. Of what may we consider our Saviour's thus purify- 
ing the temple as a type ? 
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8. Of His seoond coming, '* when He will throughly 
purge His floor, and gather His wheat into the gamer ; 
but He will bom up the chaff with unquenchable fire/* 
Matt, iii. 12. 

T, What are the words of David ? Ps. xciii. & 

8. " Holiness becometh Thine house, O Lord, for 



ever." 



Tke EpidU, Bom. xiii. 8. 

OwB no man anything, but to love one another : 
for he that loveth another hath fdlfilled the law. 
For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou 
shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not 
bear ^se witness, Thou shalt not covet ; and if 
there be any other commandment, it is briefly com- 
prehended in this saying, namely. Thou shalt love 
thy neighboui: as thyself. Love worketh no ill to 
his neighbour ; therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
law. And that, knowing the time, that now it is 
high time to awake out of sleep : for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. The night 
is. far spent, the day is at hand ; let us therefore 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the 
day ; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in cham- 
bering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 
But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof 

r. How may we fulfil the law? 
8, By loving our brethren. 
T, What do we thereby show? 
8. Our love to God. Jokn^ iv. 21. 
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T. How are we taaght to measure our love to our 
neighbour ? Lev. xix. 18 ; Mali. vii. 12, 

S, ** Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." 
'* Therefore all things, whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them ; for this is the 
law and the prophets." 

T. What does St. Paul call love f Col. iii. 14. 

S. " The bond of perfectness." 

T. Where do we find the law of God? 

S. In the Commandments {Ex. zx.) delivered to 
Moses on Mount Sinai for the children of Israel. 

T. How does St. Paul exhort us to fulfil God's law? 

8. ^ For now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed." 

T. How do we show that we sleep ? 

8. By not watching and praying, and *' working out our 
own salvation with fear and trembling." 

T. How is our day of salvation daily drawing nigh? 

8. As the day of Christ's second coming draws near 
our own death approaches. 

T. Mention a parable of our Saviour's teaching us to 
watch for that day. 

8. The parable of the ten virgins'. Matt, xxv. 

T. What were the words of the bridegroom to those 
who slumbered and slept while he tarried? 

8, " I know you not." 

T. What may we learn from the parable of the servant 
(Matt. xziv. 45) whom his lord left ruler over his house- 
hold, to give them meat in due season ? 

8. *^ Blessed is that servant whom his lord when he 
Cometh shall find so doing." 

T. *' But if that servant shall say in his heart, My 
lord delayeth his coming, and shall begin to smite his 
fellow-servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken ?" 
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8. *' The Lord of that seryant shall come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is 
not aware of, and shall cnt him asonder, and appoint him 
his portion with the hypocrites : there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth." 

7*. What night was far spent at our Saviour's first 
coming? 

8. The darkness of ignorance and the Jewish dis- 
pensation. 

T. What glorions day was breaking then? 

^9. The light of the Gospel of Christ. 

T, How may we take these words in another sense to 
onrselves ? 

8. Considering the night, as the time of otur mortal 
life,— 
The day, as the glory in heaven which awaits ns. 

T, How does St. Paul describe our hopes now ? 1 Cor. 
xiiL12. 

8. ** Now we see through a glass darkly.** 

T. What light shines in our darkness ? 2 Cor, iv. 6. 

8, " The light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.** 

T. Who enables us to discern this light? 2 Cor, 
iii 18. 

8. « The Spirit of the Lord." 

T. But what shall be the brightness of that perfect 
day described by Isaiah, Ix. 19, 20 ? 

8. '* The sun shall be no more thy light by day ; 
neither for brightness shedl the moon give light unto 
thee : but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting 
light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go 
down ; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the 
Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended." 
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T, How must we prepare for this day? 

S. ** Let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armour of light." (See Collect,) 

T. How are we to walk ? 

S. " Honestly, as in the day." 

T, What does St. Paul say of those unrighteous who 
do the works of darkness ? 1 Cor, vi. 9. 

8. ** They shall not inherit the kingdom of Grod." 

T. Who are described as without the city of God? 
Bev, xxii. 15. 

S. *^ For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and murderers and idolaters, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie." 

T. How may we avoid making provision for the flesh ? 
Mom. viii. 13. 

8, ** If ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body ye shall live." 

T. What is it to put on the Lord Jesus ? 

8, To follow His example. ** For as many as have 
been baptized in Christ Jesus have put on Christ." ChU, 
iii. 27. *' And they that are Christ's have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts." Oai, v. 24. 

The Second Sunday in Advent. 
The Collect. 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures 
to be written for our learning ; Grant that we may 
in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digest them, that by patience, and comfort of 
Thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which Thou hast 
given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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T. How do we begin this prayer? 

8, " Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures 
to be written for our learning." * 

T-AWhat are the words of St. Paul? Ephes, i. 8. 

S, ** Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ." 

T, What are the holy Scriptures ? 

8. The books of the Old and New Testament. 

T. How are the Scriptures a spiritucd blessing to us ? 
Eom, XT. 4. 

8. '* For whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope." 

T. What comfort and hope do the Scriptures give ? 

8. The promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 

T. What is our Saviour's command concerning them? 

8, '* Search the Scriptures ; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are they which testify of me." 
John, V. 39. 

T, Give examples of some who heard, read, marked, 
and learned the Holy Scriptures in the right way. 

8. The Bereans, who ^* were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so. Therefore many of them 
believed." And Timothy, to whom Paul says, — ^** Continue 
thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them ; 
and that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make them wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus." 2 Tim. iv. 14, 1 5. 

T. What inspired guide have we in the learning and 
understanding of die Scriptures? 
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S, The Gfaurcb, which St. Paul cfillfl '' Uie pillar and 
ground of the truth." 

T, How may we " inwardly digest" the truths of the 
Oospel? . . * 

S, By meditating on them constantly till we act ac- 
cording to our belief. 

T. How does St Peter teach us to value the promises 
in the Old Testament? 2 Pet, i. 20, 23. 

8, " Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scrip- 
ture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man ; but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

T. How did our Saviour speak of Hin coming to fulfil 
the law ? 

8. " Think not that I am com6 to destroy the law or 
the prophets : I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil : for 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all be 
ftilfilled." Matt. v. 17, 18. 

T. What will our belief in the blessed promises of the 
Gospel work in us ? 

8. Patience. 

T, How does St. James encourage us to prove our 
faith? i. 2, 8. 

8, " My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations ; knowing this, that the trying of your 
faith worketh patience. But let patience have her per- 
fect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing." 

T. What do we pray in the Collect that the knowledge 
of the Scriptures may lead us to ? 

8. " Embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which God has given us in our Savi6ur 
JesuR Christ." 
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2*. What are the promises of Christ to those who hold 
fast this hope? Rev. iii. 10. 

8. *^ Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I 
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon 
the earth. Behold, I come quickly! Hold that fast 
which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. Him that 
overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, 
and he shall go no more out : and I will write upon him 
the name of my God, and the name of the city of my 
God, which is New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from my God ; and I will write upon him my new 



name." 



The I^nsOe. Bom. zv. 4. 

Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning ; that we through patience, 
and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope. 
Now the God of patience and consolation grant you 
to be like-minded one towards another, according to 
Christ Jesus : that ye may with one mind, and one 
mouth, glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive ye one another, as 
Christ also received us, to the glory of God. Now I 
say, that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circum- 
cision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
made imto the fathers : And that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for His mercy ; as it is written. For this 
cause I will confess to Thee among the Gentiles, and 
sing unto Thy name. And again He saith, Rejoice, 
ye Gentiles, with His people. And again, Praise the 
Lord, all ye Gentiles, and laud Him, all ye people. 

c 
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And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of 
Jesse, and He that shall rise to reign over the Qen- 
tiles, in Him shall the Gentiles trust. Now the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of 
the Holy Ghost. 

T, What most we remember in reading the Old Testa- 
ment? 

S, That ''whatsoever things were written aforetime, 
were written for our learning.** 

r. What does St Paul teach (1 Cor. x. 11, 12) con- 
cerning the sacraments and punishments of the Jews ? 

8. '* Now all these things happened unto them for 
ensamples : and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore 
let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
faU." 

T. What does he teach Timothy, 2d Epistle, ui. 
16,17? 

/9. *' All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness : that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works." 

T. What grace does St Paul earnestly pray for the 
Komans ? 

8. Unity, ''to be like-minded one towards another 
according to Christ Jesus ;** t.e. after His example and 
teaching. 

T, Have we not all professed the same faith, and should 
we not take this lesson to ourselves ? 

/9. Yes. "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, wheth^ we 
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be bond or free; and have been all made to drink intx> 
one Spirit" 1 Cor. xii 13. 

T. And what is this body called ? 

8. " The body of Christ" (1 Cor, xu. 27), the Holy, 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church. 

T, How may we keep " the nnity of the Spirit" in that 
one body, imiting ourselves more closely with Christ and 
our fellow^members ? 

8, By receiving the Communion of the body and blood 
of Christ. "The cup of blessing which we bless, is 
it not the communion of the blood of Christ ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of the body of 
Christ ? For we, being many, are one bread and one 
body : for we are all partakers of that one bread." 1 Cor, 
X. 16, 17. 

T. When have we the opportunity of " glorifying God 
with one mind and one mouth ?" 

8. In the services of the Church. 

T. How are we to receive one another ? 

8* *' As Christ also received us, to the glory of God." 

T. What was Jesus Christ to the Jews, to ** confirm 
and fulfil the promises made unto the fathers ?" 

8, " A minister of the circumcision ;" t.e. bom a Jew, 
and obedient to circumcision and the law of Moses. 

T, To whom were the promises likewise offered ? 

8. To the Gentiles ; " that they might glorify God for 
His mercy." 

T. [This was repugnant to the Jews ; therefore, St. 
Paul exhorts them to more Christian unity.] How had 
this been prophesied by David? Ps, xviii. 49 ; cxvii. 1. 

fi'. " I will give thanks unto Thee, Lord, among 
the heathen, and sing praises unto Thy Name." ^ O 
praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise Him, all ye 
people." 
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T. What are the words of Esaias, zi. 10 ? 

S, ** There shall he a root of Jesse, which shall stand 
for an ensign of the people ; to it shall the Gentiles seek ; 
and His rest shall be prlorious.'* 

T, What can the God of hope do to ns ? 

8, ** Fill us with all joy and peace in believing, that we 
may abound in hope through the power of the Holy 
Ghost" '* For the kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink ; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. " 



The ChspeL St. Luke, xxL 25. 

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth distress 
of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves 
roaring ; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth : for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. And when these 
things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift 
up your heads ; for your redemption draweth nigh. 
And He spake to them a parable. Behold the fig- 
tree, and all the trees ; when they now shoot forth, 
ye see and know of your own selves that summer is 
now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see 
these things come to pass, know ye that the Kingdom 
of God is nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, This 
generation shall, not pass away till all be fulfilled : 
heaven and earth shall pass away; but my words 
shall not pass away. 
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T. What had onr Saviour foretold in the venes pre- 
ceding the Epistle? 

S. The destruction of Jerasalem by the Gentiles. 

T, [Many of the signsT mentioned here were seen be- 
fore the destmotion of the city ; they may also be used 
figuratively to describe the distress, and perplexity, and 
revolutions among nations.] In what words did our 
Saviour describe the wickedness of Jerusalem ? McUL 
xoii. 37. 

8, *'0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not ! " 

T. Had not the Jews been forewarned of this judg- 
ment? 

8. Yes, by the prophets. 

T. What are the words of Ood in Jeremiah, v. 10- 
17? 

8, ** Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O 
house of Israel, saith the Lord : it is a mighty nation, 
it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou 
knowest not, neither understandest what they say. Th^ 
quiyer is an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men. 
And they shall eat up thine harvest and thy bread, irhkh 
thy sons and thy daughters should eat : they shall eat up 
thy flocks and thine herds ; they shall eat up thy vines 
and thy fig-trees : they shall impovexish thy fenced cities, 
wherein thou tmstedst, with the sword." 

T. What was the prophecy of Daniel, ix. 26 ? 

8, '^ And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah 
be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuaiy; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 

c2 
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and unto the end of the war desolations are deter- 
mined." 

T. Of what is the destruction of Jerusalem a type ? 

S. Of the great and terrible d^ of judgment. 

T, What is Jerusalem often used to describe ? 

8. The Church of Christ 

T, How does St John speak of it in this sense f Rev, 
iii. 12 ; xxi. 2. 

8. ^ The name of the city of my God, which is New 
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my 
God ; " and, " I John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband." 

T, Who will appear in the clouds at the last day ? 

8. The Son of Man ; ** and every eye shall see Him, 
and they also which pierced Him ; and sdl kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of Him." Bev, i. 7. 

T, But those who have watched for His coming, what 
may they do ? 

8. " Look up and lift up their heads, for their redemp- 
tion draweth nigh." 

T, How has St Paul described the change which shall 
come upon the sons of God ? Phil, iii. 21. 

8, '* Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the 
working whereby He is able even to subdue sdl things 
unto Himself." 

T, " This generation*' to whom Christ spoke, did not 
pass away before the destruction of Jerusalem. What 
should this fulfilment of His words teach us? 

8. "Heaven and earth may pass away, but His words 
shall not pass away." 
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The Third Sunday m Advent. 

The Collect, 

Lord Jbbu Christ, Who at Thy first coming 
didst send Thy messenger to prepare Thy way 
before Thee ; Grant that the ministers and stewards 
of Thy mysteries may Ukewise so prepare and make 
ready Thy way, by turning the hearts of the dis- 
obedient to the wisdom of the just, that at Thy 
second coming to judge the world we may be found 
an acceptable people in Thy sight. Who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever 
one Qod, world without end. Amen, 

T. To whom do we addresR this Collect? 

8. To our Lord Jesus Christ. 

T, Who was the messenger sent to prepare His way 
before Him ? 

S, John the Baptist. 

T, How was this prophesied in Malachi, iii. 1, and 
Isaiah, xl. 8 ? 

8, " Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall 
prepare the way before me :" ** The voice of him that crieth 
in the wilderness. Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God." 

7. How did John perform his mission ? 

8, He preached "the Baptism of 'repentance for the 
remission of sins." Jjuhe^ iii. 3. 

T, How does St Paul describe the work of the Apostles ? 
2 Cor. V. 20. 
8, '< Now, then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
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though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." 

T. What do we mean by minister and steward ? 

B, Minister is a servant; a steward, one entrusted with 
the property of another. 

T. How did Christ speak of the office of the $on of 
Man ? MaXU xx. 28. 

S, " The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto 
but to ministeTf and to give His life a ransom for many." 

T, How was John the Baptist a minister and steward 
of Christ? 

8. He was entrusted by God to minister His Gospel 
and unfold the mysteiy of Christ's coming in the flesh. 

T. Who are now the ministers and stewards of God's 
mysteries ? 

8. The Clergy. 

T, How does the Bishop set forth their duties in the 
Ordination Service? 

8, He says, they are called to be '* messengers, and 
watchmen, and stewards of the Lord; to teach and to 
premonish, to feed and provide for the Lord's family ; 
to seek for Christfs sheep that are dispersed abroad, and 
for His children who are in the midst of this naughty 
world, that they may be saved through Christ for ever." 

T. What holy mysteries are they stewards to minister 
unto us? 

8. Christ's Sacraments. 

T. What is this " turning the hearts of the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just " to prepare ? 

8. The way for Christ's second coming to judge the 
world. 

7. How did St. Paul desire the help of the Corinthians, 
ii. 1, 11, in his ministry? 

8. " Ye also helping together by j^ay^ for us, that for 
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the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons, 
thanks may be given by many on our behalf." 

T, What duty does he enjoin on the Galatians, vi. 6 ? 

8. '^ Let him that is taught in the word communicate 
unto him that teacheth in all good things." 

r. Show by St. Paul's words (2 Cor, ix. 12 to 15), that 
by ministering to Christ's Church of our substance we 
bring a blessing on ourselves. 

8, *' For the administration of this service not only 
supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by 
many thanksgivings unto God ; Whiles by the experiment 
of this ministration they glorify God for your professed 
subjection unto the Gospel of Christ, and for your liberal 
distribution unto them and unto all men ; And by their 
prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding 
grace of God in you. Thanks be unto God for His un- 
speakable gift." 

T, If we obey the call of Christ's ministers, what may 
we hope to be found ? 

8. *' An acceptable people in His sight." 

T. How win He prove this at His second coming ? 

8. ** We must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ ; that eveiy one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad." 

The EpUOe. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 

Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of 
Christ) and stewards of the mysteries of Qod. More- 
over, it is required in stewards that a man be found 
faithfiiL But with me it is a very small thing that 
I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment : 
yea, I judge not mine own self. For I know nothing 
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by myself^ yet am I not hereby justified : but he 
that judgeth me is the Lord. Therefore judge no- 
thing before the time, until the Lord come, who 
both wiU bring to Hght the hidden things of dark- 
ness, and will make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts; and then shall every man have praise of 
God. 

T. Of whom were the Apoatles to be accounted the 
ministers or servants ? 

S. Of Christ. 

T, How had Christ appointed them stewards over His 
household, the Church ? 

8. After His resurrection, *' Jesus said to them again, 
Peace be nnto you : as my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you. And when He had said this, He breathed 
on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost ; whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted mito 
them ; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.** 
John, XX. 21-23. 

7. How did they approve themselves ministers of Ood / 
2 Cor, vi 4, 10. 

S, '' In much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in 
distresses ; In stripes, in imprisonments, in tomults, in 
labours, in watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by 
knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Ghost, by love unfeigned ; By the word of truth, by the 
power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the 
right hand and on the left ; By honour and dishonour, by 
evil report and good report ; as deceivers, and yet true ; 
As unknown, yet well known ; as dying, and, behold, we 
live; as chastened, and not killed; As sonowfhl, yet 
always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, and yet possessing all things." 
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T. What had Christ warned them concerning this 
^ fellowship of suffering ? ** 

8. " Bememher the word that I said onto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have perse- 
cuted me, they will also persecute yon ; if they have kept 
my saying, they will keep yours also." John, xv. 20. 

T. Did St. Paul appoint others as stewards and mi- 
nisters of Christ ? 

8. Yes ; he appointed Timothy and Titus to be the 
first Bishops of Ephesus and Crete. 

T. What was his charge to Timothy, 2d Epistle, ii. 2 ? 

8. *' And the things thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also." Therefore, no 
one ma^ take this office upon themselves ; but every mi- 
nister in our Church is ordained to preach the Word 
and administer the Sacraments by Bishops, who have 
their authority from the successors of the Apostles. 

T. To whom does St. Paul commit himself for judg- 
ment? 

8. To God. 

T, What does he say concerning his own knowledge ? 

8. ** I know nothing of myself." 

T. Dare we, therefore, judge one another ? 

8, Christ has said, " Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged ; 
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to 
you again." Matt, vii. I. 

T, What may we learn from 1 Peter, iii. 15 ? 

8. *' To sanctify the Lord God in our hearts, and be 
always ready to give an answer to every man that asketh 
us a reason of the hope that is in tis with meekness and 
fear." 

T, What will the Lord do at His second coming ? 
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S, ** Bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and 
make manifeHt the counsels of t}ie heart." 

T» How doet) Christ, therefore, warn those to whom 
the (loHpel is preached ? Luke, viii. 17, 18. 

S, *' For nothing is secret that shall not he made ma- 
nifest ; neither anything hid that shall not he known and 
come abroad. Take heed, therefore, how ye hear; for 
whosoever hath, to him shall be given ; and whosoever 
hath not, fh)m him shall he taken even that which he 
soemeth to have." 

T, What will be the praise of the faithful steward 
when our Lord cometh ? 

8, " And the Lord said, Who then is a faithful and 
wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his 
household, to give them their portion of meat in due 
season ? Blessed is that servant whom his lord when he 
cometh shall And so doing. Of a truth I say imto you, 
ho will make him ruler over all that he hath." Inike, xii. 
42-44. 

The Gospel. St. Matt. xi. 2. 

Now when John had heard in the prison the 
works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, and 
said unto Him, Art thou He that should come, or do 
we look for another ? Jesus answered and said 
unto them. Go and show John again those things 
which ye do hear and see : The blind receive their 
sight} and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the Gospel preached to them : And blessed is 
he whosoever shall not be offended in me. And as 
they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multi- 
tudes concerning John, What went ye out into the 
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• 

wilderness to see ? a reed shaken with the wind ? 
But what went ye out for to see ? a man clothed in 
Boft raiment ? behold, they that wear soft clothing 
are in kings' houses. But what went ye out for to 
see ? a prophet ? yea, I say unto you, and more than 
a prophet. For this is he of whom it is written, 
Behold, I send my messenger before Thy face, which 
shall prepare Thy way before Thee. 

T. Why was John the Baptist put in prison ? 

8, " For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, 
and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother 
Philip's wife. For John said unto him, It is not lawful 
for thee to have her." Matt, xiv. 3, 4. 

7^ Had be not already testified that Jesus was the 
Lamb of God ? 

S. Tes ; he saw and bare record that He was the Son 
of God. John, i. d4< 

T. [He might now ask, to confirm the faith of his 
disciples, or to strengthen his own under his present 
trials] : Did our Lord give him a direct answer ? 

8, No ; He said, ** Go and show John again those 
things which ye do see and hear : the blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walkj the lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
the gospel preached to them ; and blessed is he whoso- 
ever shall not be offended in me." 

T. How would these words satisfy John ? 

8. It was the prophecy of Isaiah, xzix. 18. *^ In that 
day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the 
eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of 
darkness. The meek also shall increase their joy in the 
Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy 
One of Israel." Also in xxxv. 4r-6, 

• D 
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T, How does this teach as in like manner to seek an 
answer to oar doabts f 

8, By searching the Scriptnres, for they testify of 
Christ. John, v. 16. 

T. Were not even some of Christ's disciples offended 
at His word ? 

8. Yes ; when He spoke of Himself, the bread of life 
to believers. John, vi. 60, 66. " Many, therefore, of 
His disciples, when they heard this, said, This is an bard 
saying ; who can hear it f" ** From that time many of 
His disciples went back, and walked no more with Him." 

71 To whom will Christ be a " stone of stombling and 
rock of offence ? " 1 Pet, ii. 8. 

8. *' Even to them which stamble at the word, being 
disobedient." « 

T, [We next read oar Lord's testimony to John the 
Baptist] : What is a reed shaken of the wind a type of? 
{Ephes. iv. 14.) 

8. ^ Children tossed to and fro, and carried aboat with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cun- 
ning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.** 

2*. Was John the Baptist one clothed in soft raiment, 
dwelling in kings' hoases ? 

8, No ; " he was in the desert till the day of his show- 
ing onto Israel." Luke, i. 80. '* And the same John 
had his raiment of camels* hair, and a leathern girdle 
aboat his loins; and his meat was locasts and wild 
honey.** Malt. iii. 4. 

T, Show that he was considered a prophet by the Jews. 

8, When Herod *^ would have pat him to death, he 
feared the maltitade, becaase they counted him as a 
prophet.'* The priests and elders feared to call the bap- 
tism of John, of men, ** for all held John as a prophet." 
MaU, zxi. 36. 
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T. What did Jesus declare of him ? 

S. *' Yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet.** 

T. Where is the prophecy written which our Saviour 
repeats ? 

S. Malachi, iii. 1. *' Behold, I will send my messen- 
ger, and he shall prepare the way hefore roe." 

T, Why are we reminded of the mission of John the 
Baptist at this time ? 

8. To prepare our hearts to commemorate the coming 
of Christ with repentance and amendment of life. 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

The Collect. 

Lord, raise up (we pray Thee) Thy power, and 
come among us, and with great might succour us ; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness, we 
are sore let and hindered in running the race that is 
set before us, Thy bountiful grace and mercy may 
speedily help and deliver us ; through the satisfac- 
tion of Thy Son our Lord, to Whom, with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen, 

T, How do we pray God in this Collect ? 

8, ** O Lord, raise up, we pray Thee, Thy power, and 
come among us, and with great might succour us." 

T. Give some remarkahle instances of God raising up 
His power, and coming to deUver His people in ancient 
times. 

8, He hrought the children of Israel " out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm, and 
with great terribleness, and with signs, and with won- 
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den." Veut. xxvi. 8. And He sent His angel before 
them *' to drive out the Oanaanite, and the Amorite, and 
the Ifittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebu- 
site." Ex. xxxiii. 2. In Hezekiah's reign, when the 
Assyrians encamped about Jerusalem to take it, " The 
Angel of the Lord went out and smote in the camp of 
the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand - 
and when they arose early in the morning they were all 
dead corpses." 2 Kings f xix. 85. 

T. How has He come among us since ? 

S, In the person of Jesus Christ, " the Son of Man, 
who came to seek and to save that which was lost." Lukey 
xviii. 10; and by •* the Holy Spirit of God, whereby we 
are sealed unto the day of redemption.'* Ephes. iv. 30. 

T, Why do we pray to God to raise up His power, and 
come to our help ? 

8. Because " through our sins and wickedness we are 
sore let and hindered in running the race that is set 
before us." 

T, What do we mean by " sore let ? " 

8, Grievously opposed. 

T, What is the race that is set before us ? 

8, Our mortal life. 

r. Are we all subject to sin ? 

8. Yes ; " by one man sin entered into the world." Rom, 
v. 12. " All have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God." R(m. iii. 23. 

T. How does St. Paul describe the hindrance of sin ? 
Horn. vii. 23. 

8, " I see another law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin, which is in my members." 

T. How does St. Paul exhort us to run the race that is 
set before us ? 
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8. ** Let us lay aside eyeiy weighl, and the sin which 

doth so easily beset us Looking onto Jesus, the 

author and finisher of our faith." Heb, zii. 1 , 2. 

T, And if God hears onr prayer, what may we hope ? 

& *' His bountiful grace and mercy may speedily 
help and deliver us through the satisfaction of Jesus 
Christ." 

T. How did He accomplish that satisfaction ? Seb, in, 
U, 15. 

8. *^ As the children are partakers of flesh and blood. 
He also Himself likewise took part of the same ; that 
through death He might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who, 
through fear of death, were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage/' 

TheEpiiUe, Philip, iv. 4. 

Kejoice in the Lord alway ; and again I say, Be- 
joioe. Let your moderation be known unto all men. 
The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing : but 
in every thing, by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto 
God. And the peace of Qod, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. 

T. Wliat is the earnest exhortation of St. Paul t 

8, ^* Rejoice in the Lord alway ; and again I say, 
Rejoice." 

T, Why ought we to rejoice ? 

8. That we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in the hope of 

d2 
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the glory of Ood ; " Mom, v. 1, 2. And " the fruit of the 
Spirit in joy." Oal, v. 28. 

T. Show from the words of Scripture that it is onr duty 
to serve God alwayn with joy and gladness of heart 

8, David says, ** Let the righteous be glad ; let them 
rejoice before God : yea, let them exceedingly rejoice." 
P», Ixviii. 3. ** God loveth a cheerful giver." 2 Cor. ix. 7. 
" He that showeth mercy," must do it " with cheerful- 
ness." Rom, xii, 8. " Let the brother of low degree re- 
joice in that he is exalted ; but the rich, in that he is 
made low. My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations," James, i. 2, 9 ; and " rejoice, inas- 
much as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that when 
His glory shall be revealed ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy." 1 Pet. iv. 13. 

T, ['* Moderation " means meekness, gentleness, the 
restraint of our wills and affections, without which we 
cannot have this holy joy.] What are we told of them 
that are Christ's ? Oal. v. 24. 

8. ** They have crucified the flesh, with the affections 
and lusts." 

T. What does the grace of God teach all men ? Titus, 
u. 12. 

8, " That, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world." 

T, What reason for moderation does the Epistle give 
us ? 

8. " The Lord is at hand." 

T. Is not the Lord ever near us ? 

8. Yes. He " compasseth my path and my lying 
down, and is acquainted with all my ways." Ps. cxxxix. 
8. " Doth not He see my ways, and count all my steps ? " 
Job, xxxi. 4. 
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T, How must we believe Him '' at hand " in another 
sense ? 

8. As the time of His second coming draweth near. 

T. How may we best learn to be careful for nothing ? 

8, ** Casting all our care upon Him, for He careih for 
iw." 1 Pet, V. 7. 

T, How do the cares of this world hinder our faith ? 

8. They choke the good seed in our hearts. Matt, 
xiii. 32. 

T, How does our Saviour teach us perfect trust in 
God ? Mait. vi. 31-^. 

8, ^ Take no thought, saying, What shall we eat ? or, 
What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed ? for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall 
be added unto you. Take, therefore, no thought for the 
morrow : for the morrow shall take thought for the things 
of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." 

T. How shall we preserve moderation and trust in 
God? 

8, " By prayer and supplication." 

T, How does St. James* teach us to do this at all 
times? 

8. ** Is any among you afflicted ? let him pray. Is any 
merry ? let him sing psalms.'* Jamesy v. 13. 

T, What must accompany our prayers ? 

8, Thanksgiving. "Whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do aU in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by Him." Col, iii. 17. 

T, What ought we to observe here, ** that though our 
Father knoweth our necessities ?" 

8. ** Still we must make our requests known unto 
Hhn." 
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T, What will then keep our hearts and minds thiongh 
Christ Jesus r 

S» '* The peace of Qod, which passeth all under- 
standing." 

The Oospd. St. John, i. 19. 

Tms is tho record of John, when the Jews sent 
PrioHts and Lovites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who 
itrt thou ? And he confessed, and denied not ; but 
oonfoHHod, I am not the Christ. And they asked 
him, What then 1 Art thou Ellas 1 And he saith, 
I am not. Art thou that Prophet? And he an- 
swered, No. Then said they unto him. Who art 
thou 7 that wo may give an answer to them that 
sotit us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said, I 
am tho voice of one crying in the wilderness. Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet 
Esaias. And they which were sent were of the Pha- 
risees. And they asked him, and said unto him, 
Why baptizest thou, then, if thou be not that Christ, 
nor Ellas, neither that Prophet ? John answered 
them, saying, I baptize with water : but there stand- 
eth one among you, whom ye know not : He it is 
who coming after me is preferred before me, whose 
shoots latchet I am not worthy to imloose. These 
things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where 
John was baptizing. 

T. "What are we now to consider ? 

iS. The record of John the Baptist concerning himself. 

T. What should we notice in this ? 

8, His truth and huiuiUty, and desire to exalt Christ. 
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7*. What did the inqaiiy of the Jews show ? 

8. That they expected Christ, and that Elias should 
appear before Him. 

T. On what prophecy did they ground this belief? 

S. On that of Malachi, iv. 5. ** Behold, I will send 
yon Elijah the Prophet before the coming of the great 
and dreadfiil day of the Lord." 

T. What were the words of the Angel showing how this 
prophecy was fulfilled in John ? 

8, "And he shall go before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elias, to torn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; 
to make ready a people prejMtred for the Liird." 

T, Where do we read the words of Esaias repeated by 
St. John ? 

8. Isaiah, xl. 3 : ** Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God." 

2*. What did the Jews demand, seeing John was noi 
the Messiah nor Elias ? 

8. " Why baptizest thou, then ?" 

T, What does this question show? 

8. That they expected Christ to baptize. 

T. How was that foretold in Zech. xiii. 1 ; Is. lii. 15 ? 

S. ** In that day there shall be a fountain opened to 
the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
for sin and for uncleanness." '' So shall He sprinkle 
many nations." 

T, [This also showed that they considered no one 
might baptize without authority from God.] What was 
the difference between John's and our Saviour's baptism? 

8. John " baptized with water unto repentance," but 
Christ "with the Holy Ghost." Matt. iii. 11. 

71 How do we learn that John's baptism was only 
preparatory to the baptism of Christ ? Acts, xix. 2-6. 
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8. Paul, finding disciples at Ephesns, " Said nnto 
them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye be- 
lieved ? And they said nnto him, We have not so mnch 
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he 
said unto them. Unto what were ye baptized? And they 
said, Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, John verily 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying nnto the 
people that they should believe on Him which should 
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they 
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them 
the Holy Ghost came upon them." 

T. Of what should the words of St. John, " There 
standeth one among you whom ye know not," remind us ? 

8. That Christ is ever with us, though we may not 
know it, and though our eyes are holden that we may 
not see Him. 



The Nativity of our Lord, or the Birthday of 
Christ, commonly called Chhestmas Day. 

The Collect. 

Almighty God, Who hast given us Thy only- 
begotten Son to take our nature upon Him, and as 
at this time to be bom of a pure Virgin ; Grant 
that we being regenerate, and made Thy children by 
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by Thy 
Holy Spirit ; through the same our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 
same Spirit, ever one God, world without end- 
Amen, 
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T, How do we begin this Collect ? 

8. ** Almighty God, Who hast given us Thy only-be- 
gotten Son to take our nature npon Him." 

T. What did this exceeding great gift show ? 

& •« That God so loYsd the world." Jbhriy iii. 16. 

T. Was it our nature and none other that Jesus took 
upon Himf 

8, Yes ; " For verily He took not on Him the nature 
of angels : but He took on Him the seed of Abraham." 
Heb, ii. 17. 

T. How was this accomplished ? 

8. By His birth of the Virgin Mary. 

T. What new birth did He come to declare unto us ? 

8. That of Baptism. " Except a man be bom of water 
and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is bom of the flesh is flesh ; and that which 
is bom of the Spirit is spirit." John, iii. 5, 6. 

T, What do we speak of ourselves as being now ? 

8. '^ Begenerate, and made His children by adoption 
and grace." 

71 What does ** regenerate " mean ? 

8. Bom again unto God. 

T. What are we by nature? 

8. " Children of wrath." Ephes, ii. 3. 

71 What does St. Paul teach us to believe that Christ- 
ians have received ? Rom. viii. 2. 

8. The Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father." 

T. What do we therefore pray ? 

8, That we may be daily renewed by the Holy Spirit. 

71 What do we mean by this ? 

8. That if we fall into sin, and grieve and weaken the 
Spirit within us, it may be strengthened and restored to us. 

7. Do we not constantly do this ? 
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S. Yes. **AI1 have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.** Rom, ill. 23. '' If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 
1 John, i. 8. 

T» What is the first step to our heing renewed after 
falling away ? 

S, llepentance. "For godly sorrow worketh repent- 
ance to salvation not to he repented of.'* 2 Cor, vii. 10. 

T. What will this lead us to ? 

S, Confession. " If we confess our sins He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.*' 

T, But if we continue " to sin wilfully after we have 
received the knowledge of the truth," what must we 
expect? Heb. x. 26-29. 

S, " There remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, hut 
a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indig- 
nation, which shall devour the adversaries. He that 
despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or 
three witnesses : of how much sorer punishment, suppose 
ye, shall he he thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath coxmted the hlood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace ?'* 

T, Therefore our prayers for renewal must he made 

S. Daily, " through our Lord Jesus Christ" 

The EpMe. Heb. i. 1. 

God, Who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the Fathers by the Prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Sod, 
whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by 
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whom also He made the worlds ; who being the 
brightness of His glory, and the express image of 
His person, and upholding all things by the word 
of His power, when He had by Himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high ; being made so much better than the angels, 
as He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
name than they. For unto which of the angels said 
He at any time, Thou art My Son, this day have I 
begotten Thee? And again, I will be to Him a 
Father, and He shall be to me a Son 1 And again, 
when He bringeth in the first-begotten into the 
world, He saith, And let the angels of God wor- 
ship Him. And of the angels He saith, Who 
maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame 
of fire. But unto the Son He saith. Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever ; a sceptre of righteousness is 
the sceptre of Thy kingdom : Thou hast loved right- 
eousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even 
Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of glad- 
ness above Thy fellows. And, Thou, Lord, in the 
beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth ; 
and the heavens are the works of Thine hands : they 
shall perish, but Thou remainest ; and they all shall 
wax old as doth a garment ; and as a vesture &halt 
Thou fold them up, and they shall be changed ; but 
Thou art the same, and Thy years shall not faiL 

T, Mention some of the divers manners in which God 
spake in time past unto the Fathers. 

8, In dreams, visions, by His angels, by voices from 
heaven, and by the mouth of His prophets. 

£ 
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7\ Give some instances of His appearing in dreams, 
or visions. 

S. He appeared thus to Abraham and Jacob, to estab- 
lish His covenant with them {Oen, xv. I, and xxviii. 12) ; 
to Solomon, promising him an understanding heart 
(1 Kings^ iii. 5). He made known His judgments and 
things to come in visions to Isaiah (i. 1), Jeremiah (i. 11), 
Daniel (ix. 21, and x. 16), and other of the prophets. 

T. Give some examples of God sending His angels to 
teach men His will. 

8. His angels were sent to Abraham in the plains of 
Mamre {Oen, xviii. 2) ; to save Lot from the destruction 
of Sodom (xix. 1 ) ; to speak with Moses in the burning 
bush (Exod, iii. 2) ; to lead the children of Israel (xxiii. 
23) ; to direct Joshua {Joihua, v. 13) ; to acquaint Manoah 
and his wife that their son Samson should deliver Israel 
out of the hand of the Philistines {Judges, xiii. 3). Gabriel 
was sent to Daniel in visions {Dan, viii. 16, and ix. 21, 
and X. 16). 

T, What may we notice from all this ? 

S. That God has from the beginning spoken to man 
and revealed His will. 

T, What do we mean by these last days ? 

i9. The time of the Christian dispensation. 

T, How does He now speak uijto us ? 

5*. By His Son ; " For the law was given by Moses, 
but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." John, i. 17. 

T. What were the words of Jesus to His disciples after 
His resurrection ? MaU, xxviii. 18. 

8. " All power is given unto Me in heaven and in 
earth." 

T. Show from another episUe of St. Paul that all 
things were made by Him. 

8. Colossians, u 16. '*For by Him were all things 
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created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
piincipalities, or powers : aU things were created by Him, 
and for Him." 

T, Had not the Apostles beheld *' the brightness of 
His glory?" 

8, Yes ; St. John says, " We beheld His glory, tlie 
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth." i. 14. 

T. How did Jesus declare Himself to be the image of 
the Father? 

8. He saiih to His disciples, '* He that hath seen me 
haih seen the Father." John^ xiv. 0. 

T. How did He purge our sins ? 

8. By the sacrifice of Himself; <' for this He did 
once, when He offered up Himself." Heb, vii. 27. 

T, Where is He now ? 

iS^. He *^ is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand 
of God ; angels, and authorities, and powers, being made 
subject unto Him." 1 Peter^ iii. 22. 

T. How is He so much better than the angels ? 

8, "He hath by inheritance a more excellent name 
than they," that of the Son of God. 

T. What is the nature of angels ? and how have they 
received it ? 

j9. They are spiritual beings ; by the gift of God. 

T. By whom are the prophetic words of the Father to 
the Son recorded ? 

8» By David : ** I will declare the decree : the Lord 
hath said unto Me, Thou art my Son ; this day have I 
begotten Thee." Ps, ii. 7. '* He shall cry unto Me, Thou 
art my Father, my God, and the rock of my salvation ; 
also I will make Him my first-bom, higher than the 
kings of the earth." P«. Ixxxix. 26, 27. " Thy throne, O 



40 CHRISTMAS DAY. 

God, is for ever and ever : the sceptre of Thy kingdom 
is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest 
wickedness : therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed 
Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows." Ps, xlv. 
6,7. 

T. What did David speak concerning the angels ? 

S, ** Who maketh his angels spirits, his ministers a 
flaming fire." Ps, civ. 4. " Worship Him, all ye gods." 
Ps. xcvii. 7. 

T, When do we read of the angels worshipping and 
ministering to our Lord on earth ? 

S. When He was bom in Bethlehem, of Judea, the 
angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds to bring 
them the tidings. " And there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men." LukCf ii. 13, 14. Again : after the 
devil had tempted Him in the wilderness, ^ Angels came 
and ministered unto Him." Mcttt, iv. 11. And during 
His agony in the garden of Gethsemane, '* there appeared 
unto Him an angel from heaven strengthening Him/' 
Luke, xxii. 43. 

T, What do we learn further of the nature of angels^ 

S. They are " ministering ^irits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation." ffeb, i. 14. 

T. But what are the prophetic words of David concern- 
ing the Son? Ps, cii. 25-27. 

8. ^* Of old hast Thou laid the foundation of the earth ; 
and the heavens are the work of Thy hands. They shall 
perish, but Thou shalt endure : yea, all of them shall wax 
old like a garment; &s a vesture shalt Thou change 
them, and they shall be changed: But Thou art the 
same, and Thy years shall have no end." 
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Th/d Oospd. St. JcAm, i. 1. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by Him ; and without Him was not any thing 
made that was made. In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness 
of the light, that all men through him might be- 
lieve. He was not that light, but was sent to bear 
witness of that light. That was the true light, 
which hghteth every man that cometh into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world was 
made by Him, and the world knew Him not. He 
came unto His own, and His own received Him not. 
But as many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His name : which were bom, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only-begotten of the Father), full of grace 
and truth. 

T. To whom does St John give the title of the Word ? 
8. To God the Son. 
T. Where is He so called? 

8, 1 John, V. 7 : " There are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and 

E 2 
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these throe are one." And in Rev, xix. 13: '*Hewa9 
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood ; and His name is 
called the Word of God." 

T, What proofs does St. John give that " the Word was 
God ?" 

8. " He was in the beginning ; all things were made 
by Him ; in Him was life." 

T, What do we mean by the beginning I 
S, From everlasting ; before all things. 
T, Is not Christ also to everlasting ? 
8, " I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, — the Almighty.** Bev. i. 8. 
T, What does St. John call our Saviour ? 
8, ** The true light that shineth in darkness." 
T, What darkness was the whole world in? 
8, The darkness of sin and ignorance. '* They com- 
prehended him not." 

T, Whom did God therefore send ? 
8. " His messenger to prepare the way before Him," 
— John the Baptist. 

T, How did Simeon speak of Christ? 
S, As " a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of Israel." Luke, ii. 32. 

T. What did Jesus declare of His own light? 
8. " I am the Light of the World ; he that followeth 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life." Johny viii. 12. 

T. How may our eyes be darkened that we do not per- 
ceive Christ? 
8, By our sins, pride, unbelief, and want of charity. 
T. How does St. Paul speak of those who walk in the 
vanity of their mind ? Ephes. iv. 18. 

5'. " Having the understanding darkened, being 
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alienated from the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness of their 
hearts." 

T. Show that want of charity causes blindness. 
8, ** He that hateth his brother is in darkness, and 
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, 
because that darkness hath blinded his eyes." 1 John, 
2.11. 
T. "What must we therefore possess to receive Christ? 
8. Humility. Jesus has said, " Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, therefore, 
shall humble himself as a liUle child, the same is greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven." Matt, zviii. 3, 4. 

T, Who were God's own people, to whom He came ? 
8. First the Jews, then all the world. 
T. Was it necessary that salvation should first be 
offered to the Jews ? 

8, Paul and Barnabas spoke to them thus : *' It was 
necessary that the word of God should first have been 
spoken to you ; but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles." Acts, xiii. 46. 
T. To whom, then, was salvation offered ? 
8. *'As many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His name." 

T. What must be the birth of the sons of God? 
8. Not earthly, but a spiritual birth unto God. 
T. How do we show our faith- in Christ, and receive 
this new birth ? 

8. By being baptized, according to His command- 
ment. 
T, What do we commemorate this day? 
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&. The word made flesh, t.«. the birth of Christ 

T. What was the ptopheqr of Isaiah ocmoeming this 
glorious manifestation? 

S. " The gloiy of the Loid shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the Ijord 
hath sjioken it.*' /m. zl. &. 

T. What was the Word foil of? 

8. Grace and truth. 

T. Therefore we should keep this day holy, and sing 
grateful praises to God, after the example of all Christians 
Crom the time of the apostles ontal now. 

Saibt Scbphiik's Day. 

TheCoOea. 

Qrast, O Lord, that, in all our sufferings here 
upon earth for the testimony of Thy truth, we may 
steadfastly look up to heaven, and by fJEuth behold the 
glory that shall be revealed ; and, being filled with 
the Holy Ghost^ may learn to love and bless our 
persecutors by the example of Thy first Martyr Saint 
Stephen, who prayed for his murderers to Thee, O 
blessed Jesus, who standest at the right hand of 
God to succour all those that suffer for lliee, our 
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

T. What is to-day? 
8. The festival of St. Stej^en. 
T, To whom is this Collect addressed ? 
8. To our Lord, the " Blessed Jesus." 
T. How do we begin our prayer? 
8. *' Grant, O Lord, that, in all our sufferings here 
upon earth for the testimcmy of Thy truth, we may stead- 
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fastly look up to heaven, and by faith behold the glory 
that shall be revealed." 

T. What is the meaning of testimony? 

S. Witness. 

T, To what truth did St. Stephen bear witness ? 

8. That Jesus was the Son of God, the Saviour of the 
world. 

T. What might those expect who bore witness to this 
truth at that time ? 

8, Hatred, and persecution, and death. JokUf xvi. 3. 

T. How may we bear witness to Jesus now ? 

8. By teaching His ways to the ignorant ; but, above 
all, by our own holy lives and conversation, that '' our 
light so shine before men that they may see our good 
works, and glorify our Father which is in heaven.** 
Matt, V. 16. 

T. What may we expect as Christians in the world? 

8, Hatred and persecution, or ridicule and opposition. 

T, What do we call one who dies for the truth ? 

8, A martyr. 

T. What are the three kinds of martyrs ? 

8. First, in will and deed. Secondly, in will, but not in 
deed. Thirdly, in deed, but not in will. 

T. Of which kind is St. Stephen? 

8, The first, and highest. 

T, What did he behold in his sufferings ? 

8. " The heavens opened, and the Son of Man stand- 
ing at the right hand of God." Acts^ vii. 56. 

T. How may we .hope to behold the glory that shall be 
revealed ? 

8. By faith ; " For we walk by faith, not by sight." 
2 Cor. V. 7. 

r. What do we need in order to love and bless our 
persecutors, as Stephen did? 
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S. '* Beiog filled with the Holy Ghost.'* 

T. What example did St. Stephen follow in this f 

8. That of Jesus, who, when He was crucified, " said, 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 
Luke, xziii. 84. 

T, Why doth our Saviour stand at the right hand of 
God? 

8. ^* To succour all those that suffer for Him." 

T, What must we remember concerning suffering ? 

8, "If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him." 
2 Tim. ii. 12. ** The sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed to us." Bom. viii. 18. 

T, What do we call Christ ? 

8* Our Mediator and Advocate. 

T, What do we mean by this ? 

8, He who mediates, and intercedes, and pleads His 
own merits for us with the Father. 

T. Can any one else take this office ? 

8. There is ^*one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus." 1 Tim. ii. 5. ^ If any man sin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Chiist the 
righteous." 1 John, ii. 1. " There is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved." Acts, iv. 12. 

For the Epiatle. Acts, vii. 55. 

Stephen, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 
steadfieistly into heaven, and saw the glorj of Qod, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of Grod, and 
said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of man standing on the right hand of Qod. Then 
they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their 
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ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and cast 
him out of the city, and stoned him : and the wit- 
nesses laid down their clothes at a young man's 
feet, whose name was Saul. And they stoned 
Stephen, calling upon Qod, and saying. Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried 
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And, when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

r. Who was Stephen ? 

8, One of the seven deacons chosen for the daily mi- 
nistration among the poor ; " a man full of faith, and of 
the Holy Ghost ; " who " did great wonders and miracles 
among the people."* Acts, vi. 0, 8. 

T, Of what did the Jews acense him ? 

S, " They set up false witnesses, which said, This 
man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this 
holy place and the law ; For we have heard him say that 
this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall 
change the customs which Moses delivered us." Acts, 
vi. 13, 14. 

T, How did God bear witness to His servant's truth ? 

8. He shone on his countenance, so that " all that sat 
in the council saw his face as it had been the face of an 
angel.'* Acts, vi. 16. 

T, How did Stephen conclude his discourse ? 

8. By reproving them, saying, ** Ye stiff-necked and 
nncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost : as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of 
the prophets have not your fathers persecuted ? and they 
have slain them which showed before of the coming of 
the Just One ; of whom ye have been now the betrayers 
and murderers : who have received the law by the dis- 
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position of angels, and have not kept it." Acts, vii. 
51-53. 

T, Could they bear to hear of their sins ? 

S*. No, *' they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed 
on him with their teeth." Acts, vii. 54. 

T. Where did Stephen look for help ? 

5*. " Steadfastly into heaven." 

T. Had any, like him, beheld " the glory of God and 
Jesus standing on the right hand of God ?** 

S. Daniel " saw in the night visions, and behold one 
like the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near 
before him.*' Dan, vii. 13. 

T, How did the Jews show their hypocrisy ? 

8, They cast him out of the city, and the witnesses 
were the first to stone him {Deut. xiii. 9, 10), according 
to the letter of the law. 

T, Who was there and kept the raiment of them that 
slew him ? 

8. Saul. 

T. What may we observe in the prayer of St Stephen ? 

S. He 'prayed first for his tpirit (not that his bodjf 
might be saved this suffering), " Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit ;" afterwards for his murderers, " Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge ; ** in both which supplications he fol- 
lowed the example of our Lord. Luie, xxiii. 34, 46. 

T. What may we notice in his actions f 

8, He kneeled down, though in his agony. 

T. How is his death described ? 

8. " He fell asleep." 

T, To which of those *' standing by consenting unto 
his death" may we hope his prayer was blest? 

8. To Saul, who was afterwards converted. 
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The Chspd, St. Matt, xxiii. 34. 

Behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, 
and scribes; and some of them ye shall kill and 
crucify ; and some of them shall ye scourge in your 
synagogues, and persecute them from city to city ; 
that upon you may come all the righteous blood 
shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel, unto the- blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, 
whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 
Verily I say unto you. All these things shall come 
upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them which 
are sent imto thee ; how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! Be- 
hold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I 
say unto you. Ye shall not see me henceforth, till 
ye shall say. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord. 

T, Whose words are we now repeating ? 

8. The words of Jesus to the multitude and to the 
disciples at Jerusalem. 

T, Whom did He send onto the Jews to teach His 
salvation ? 

S, The disciples. 

T. How was His prophecy concerning them fulfilled ? 

8. Stephen and James suffered martyrdom ; the one 
being stoned {AdSf ^ii, 59), "the other killed by the 
sword" (zii. 2). Paul was stoned at Lystra (xiv. 19); 
and he, and Barnabas, and Silas, and the other apostles, 
were scourged and persecuted from city to city. 

p 
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7. Was this the first righteous blood the Jews had 
shed? 

8. No; St. Stephen says, "As your fathers did, so 
do ye. Which of the prophets have not yonr fathers 
persecuted? and they have slain them which showed 
before of the coming of the Just One." Acts, viL 51, 52. 

7. Who was Zaoharias, whom our Lord mentions ? 

8. The son of the priest of God in the reign of Joash, 
king of Israel. 

7. Describe his death from 2 Ghron. xziv. 20, 21. 

8, " The spirit of God came npon Zechariah the son 
of Jehoiada the priest, which stood above the people, and 
said unto them, Thus saith God, Why transgress ye 
the commandments of the Lord, that ye cannot prosper ? 
because ye have forsaken the Lord, He hath also forsaken 
you. And they conspired against him, and stoned him 
with stones at the conmiandment of the king in the court 
of the house of the Lord." 

7. In what parable did our Lord illustrate this conduct 
of the Jews ? 

8. In that of the householder, ** who planted a vineyard 
and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country : 
and when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the 
fruits of it. And the husbandmen took his servants and 
beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. Again 
he sent other servants more than the first ; and they did 
unto them likewise. But last of all he sent tmto them 
his son, saying, They wiU reverence my son. But when 
the imsbandmen saw the son, they said among them- 
selves, This is the heir ; come, let us kill him, and let us 
seize on his .inheritance. And they caught him and 
cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him." Matt, zzi. 
33-39. 
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71 To what " things" does our Lord refer as about to 
come upon ** this generation" of the Jews ? 

8, To the eight woes which He had just denounced 
against the Scribes and Pharisees. 

T. To what did Moses compare the Lord's care for 
Israel ? JDeut, xzxii. 11, 12. 

8. '< As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over 
her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
beareth them on her wings ; so the Lord alone did lead 
him." 

T, What words of David does this remind us of? 

8. " He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under 
His wings shalt thou trust." Ps. xci. 4. "Hide me 
under the shadow of Thy wings." Ps. xvii 8. 

T. But what was the sin of Jerusalem ? 

8, They " would not." 

71 What is their punishment ? 

8, Their house is, indeed, left unto them desolate, 
their city and temple in the hands of their enemies, and 
themselves a byeword among all nations where they are 
scattered. 

T. When will our Lord visit them again ? 

8. When tliey shall say, " Blessed is He that cometh 
in the Name of the Lord." 

71 What lesson may we leam from this ? 

8. God's long-suflfering will not last for ever; the day 
of judgment will come, and then it will be too late to 
cry for mercy when our sentence is gone forth. We 
must hearken to those whom God has sent to teach us 
His ways. 
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Saint John the Evangelist's Day. 

The Collect. 

Merciful Lord, we beseech Thee to cast Thy 
bright beams of hght upon Thy Church, that it 
being enlightened by the doctrine of Thy blessed 
Apostle and Evangelist Saint John may so walk in 
the hght of Thy truth, that it may at length attain 
to the Hght of everlasting life ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

T. How do we address God in this Collect ? 

S. " Merciful Lord." 

71 How did He thus proclaim His Name to Moses on 
Mount Sinai ? Exod. xxxiv. 6. 

S. '* The Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgres- 
sion, and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty ; 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and 
upon the children's children, imto the third and to the 
fourth generation." 

T. What proof of God's mercy and loving-ldndness 
do we commemorate this day ? 

S. The gift of his blessed Apostle and Evangelist, 
St. John. 

T. Why is he called an Evangelist ? 

S. Because he wrote one of the Gospels. 

T. Was he also a martyr ? 

8. He was one in will but not in deed. 

T. What do we beseech of God to do ? 

S. " Cast Thy bright beams of light upon Thy Church." 



SAINT JOHN THE EVANOELIBT*S DAT. 53 

T. How is Christ described as the source of Light? 

S, He is " the Sun of Righteousness." Mai. iv. 2. 
" The Day-star." 2 Peter, i. 19. " The bright and morn- 
ing Star." Bev. zxii. 1(>. "A burning and a shining Light." 
John, y. 35. 

T. How has He cast His bright beams upon the 
Church ? 

8. By the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

T, Whom did the Holy Spirit first inspire to enlighten 
the Church ? 

8, The holy Apostles and Evangelists. 

T. How does St. Paul describe the teaching of him- 
self and the Apostles ? 1 Cor. ii 13. 

8. ^ Which things also we speak, not in the words 
which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth." 

T. What do we remark in St. John's doctrine '? 

8. He especially taught the divinity of our Saviour. 

T. Is ibis truth necessary, if we would attain to the 
light of everlasting life ? 

8. Yes ; we are taught in the Athanasian creed : 
" Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation, 
that we also believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For the right faith is, that we believe 
and confess: that otir Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is God and Man.'* 

T. When we attain to the light of everlasting life, shedl 
we need any more teaching ? 

8. No : " Now, we see through a glass darkly, but then 
face to face : now we know in part ; but then shall we. 
know, even as also we are known." 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
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The EpisOe. 1 St. John, i. 1. 

That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled of the Word of life ; (for the life was mani* 
fested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and 
show unto you that eternal life, which was with the 
Father, and was manifested imto us ;) That which 
we have seen and heard declare we imto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us ; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. And these things write we imto you, that 
your joy may be full. This then is the message 
which we have heard of him, and declare imto you. 
That Qod is light, and in him is no darkness at alL 
If we say that we have fellowship with him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth : but 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son deanseth us from all sin. K we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to foi^give us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
in us. 

7. In these early days- of Christiamty, certain heretics 
had denied that Jesus was indeed '* m€tde flesh,** refusing 
on that account to receive the sacrament of the Lord's 



SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIErr's DAT. 55 

Supper (Bocetee). Others maintained that Christians 
were incapable of committing sins (Nicolaitans). This 
epistle is a refutation of all such false doctrine. 

T. How does St John give the witness of his senses to 
prove that Christ was made flesh ? 

8. He speaks of Him as " That which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled.'* 

T. What instances are recorded of the Disciples touch, 
ing the Lord ? 

8. When He washed their feet, Jokn^ xiii. 5. When 
John was lying upon Jesus' breast at the Last Supper 
(25) ; and when He desired them after His resurrection, 
'* Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle 
Me and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see Me have," Luke, xxiv. 39. The wicked Judas also 
kissed Him. Matt, xxvi. 40. 

T, Whom does St. John mean by the " life ?" 

8. Jesus, " in whom was life, and the life was the light 
of men." John, i. 4. 

T. What did the disciples declare to all men ? 

8. " That which they had seen and heard." Peter and 
John spoke thus before the Jews : '* For we cannot hut 
speak the things which we have seen and heard." Act*, 
iv. 20. 

T, How does St. John show his Christian love ? 

8, By his desire to declare these things unto all men, 
that they might have fellowship with the disciples. 

T, What glorious fellowship were those who believed 
" through their word " to enjoy ? 

8, With the Father and the Son, according to Jesus* 
prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane: ^* That they all 
may be one, as Thou Father art in Me, and I in Thee, 
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that they also may he one in as ; that the woiid may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent Me." John, xyii 21. 

T. What is the condition of such fellowship ? 

8. To '' walk in the light, as He is in the light." 

T. What light is given to guide us out of darkness ? 

S* The light of the Holy Spirit — Hie glorious light of 
the Gospel. 

T. How may we walk in darkness ? 

8, If we continue in unbelief and sin. ^ What fellow- 
ship hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? " 2 Car. vi. 14* 

T. What is our privilege in the holy communion to 
which we are called ? 

8, ** The blood of Jesus Christ deanseth us from all 
sin." 

T. What was the sign of cleansing from sin under the 
first covenant ? 

8. " The blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of an 
heifer sprinkling the unclean." Heb. ix. 13. 

T. Under what sign do we now receive Christ's body 
and blood, which cleanses us from all sin ? 

8. Under the sign of bread and wine in the aacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. 

T. What if we deny our need of this, saying, '* we have 
no sin ? " 

8, " We deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in as." 

T, What do we first require ? 

8. A knowledge of ourselves and our sins. 

T, Then, what must be our preparation ? 

8. To confess our sins. See CatecMam. [To exannne 
themselves, whether they repent them truly of their for^ 
mer sins ] 

T. If we persist in thinking ourselves righteous, what 
is our guilt ? 
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8. '* We make Him a liar, and His word is not in us." 
T. We know that " God cannot lie." TUus, i. 2. There- 
fore, '* Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith ; 
prove your own selves; know ye not your own selves, 
how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobate." 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. 



27te Oospd, St. John, xxi. 19. 

Jebus said unto Peter, Follow me. Then Peter, 
turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following ; which also leaned on his breast at supper, 
and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth Thee ? 
Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall 
this man do ? Jesus saith unto him. If I will that 
he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? Follow 
thou me. Then went this saying abroad among the 
brethren, That that disciple should not die : yet 
Jesus said not unto him. He shall not die ; but, K I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? 
This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, 
and wrote these things, and we know that his testi- 
mony is true. And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which if they should be written 
every one, I suppose, that even the world itself could 
not contain the books that should be written. 

T. To whom were these words of our Saviour spoken ? 

8. To Simon Peter, after our Lord's resurrection ; after 
His divine commission to him (thrice given) to " Feed 
His sheep. His Lambs ; ** and the words which he spake, 
" signifying by what death he should glorify God." 
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T. What might he our Lord's meaning in saying, 
<* Follow me ? " 

S» He required Peter to follow His example as a 
good shepherd, while alive ; and to suffer a cruel death 
(like His own) for the glory of God. 

T. Who was the disciple whom Jesus loved ? 

8. St. John the Evangelist, who wrote these things. 

T, What others are mentioned in the Bible as beloved 
by Jesus ? 

8. Lazarus, John, xL 3, 86; and the rich young man, 
Mark, x. 21. 

T. What distinguishing proofs of Jesus' love did John 
receive ? 

8. He was permitted to lie on His breast at the Last 
Supper, and to him Jesus showed by a sign who it was 
that should betray Him, John, xiii. 26 ; and to him He 
commended His mother, xix. 26. 

T. What may we suppose firom our L(»rd's reply to 
St. Peter ? 

8, That his motive was not right in asking what St. 
John should do. 

T, What lesson may we take from it? 

8, We must do our own duty without inquiring too 
closely into that of others ; for while it may be our lot 
to be actively employed, it may be the Lord's will that 
they should serve Him by waiting patiently. 

T. What has been spoken of as Christ's coming again? 

8, The destruction of Jerusalem. 

T. [John did indeed outlive this, and is supposed to 
have died a natural death in extreme old age.] What is 
most remarkable in St. John's wiitiii^ ? 

8. His love to Jesus Christ, and desire that all men 
should imitate His Master's love, and thereby prove 
themselves Christians indeed. 
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T. [We are told that when too feeble to preach, St. 
John caused himself to be carried to Church by his dis- 
ciples, to say but these words to the people, *' little 
children, love one another/'] What other writings have 
we by St. John ? 

S. The Epistles and the Reyelations. 

T, What do we finally learn concerning Christ f 

S, That He did many other things than those recorded 
in the Bible. '* Many other signs did Jesus in the pre- 
sence of His disciples, which are not written in this 
book." John, xx. 30. " If they should be written, every 
one, even the world itself could not contain the books that 
should be written." 25. 

The Innocents' Day. 

ITie Collect. 

O Almtghty Qod, who out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings hast ordained strength, and madest 
infants to glorify Thee by their deaths ; Mortify and 
kill aU vices in us, and so strengthen us by Thy 
grace, that by the innocency of our lives, and con- 
stancy of our faith even unto death, we may glorify 
Thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen* 

T, What do we commemorate this day ? 

S, The death of the Innocents. 

T, Who were these ? 

S. The infants slain at Bethlehem, and in all the coasts 
thereof, from two years old and under, when Herod 
sought the young child (Jesus) to destroy Him." Mail, 
ii. 16. 
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7. With what words of David does this Collect begin ? 

8, ** Out of the moath of babes and sucklings hast 
Thou ordained strength." Pa, viii. 2. 

T, Does the Psalmist go on to say wherefore ? 

8, ** That thou mightest still the enemy and the 
avenger.** Pt. viii. 2. 

T. How did the death of the Innocents turn to God*s 
gloiy? 

8. They died in Christ's stead to satisfy the vengeance 
of Herod ; and by their death accomplished God's word, 
{Jer, zxzi. 10) ; and because the first-fruits of them 
that are slain to the Lamb to praise Him for ever in 
heaven. 

T, Were they, therefore, martyrs ? 

8. Yes, in deed, but not in will. 

T, How does the thought of their innocence move us 
to pray? 

8, *^ Mortify and kill all vices in us." 

71 What does this mean ? 

8. " Put to shame and destroy the evil that is in our 
hearts.'* 

T. What words of our Saviour does this remind us of ? 

8, "Except ye be converted and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven : 
Whosoever, therelbre, shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven," 
McUt, xviii. 4. 

T. How does St. Paul teach us to understand these 
words ? 1 Car. xiv. 20. 

8, " Brethren, be not children in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding 
be men." 

T, What do we need to lead innocent ILvos ? 

8. To be strengthened by God's grace. " His grace is 
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Boffidentfor t/3; His strength made perfect in weakness." 
2 CcT. xii. 9. 

T. What does St. Paul show must accompany the inno- 
cency of our lives ? Heh, x. 23. 

8. The constancy of our faith. *' Let us hold fast the 
profession of our faith, without wavering; (for he is 
faithful that promised.") 

T. How must we all expect our faith to he tried ? 

S, By the trials of life, — sickness or sorrow, poverty 
or riches, injustice of others, and finally by death. 

T. To whom may those look in perfect peace whose 
lives have been innocent, their faith constant ? 

8. To Jesus, " Who also hath once suffered, the just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." 1 JPeier^ 
iii. 18. 

For the EpMe. Kev. xiv. 1. 

I LOOKED, and lo, a Lamb stood on the mount 
Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thou- 
sand^ having His Father's Name written in their 
foreheads. And I heard a voice ^m heaven, as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great 
thunder : and I heard the voice of harpers harping 
with their harps : and they sung as it were a new 
song before the throne, and before the four beasts, 
and the elders ; and no man could learn that song, 
but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which 
were redeemed from the earth. These are they 
which were not defiled with women, for they are 
virgins : these are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth : these were redeemed from 
among men, being the first-fruits unto God, and to 
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the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile ; 
for they are without fault before the throne of Qod. 

T. Where is this Epistle taken firom ? 

8, ^ The Beveladon of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto him, to show unto His servants things whioh must 
shortly come to pass ; and He sent and signified it hy 
His angel unto his servant John, who was in the isle 
that is called Patmos, for the word of God and the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ." Rev, i. 1, 9. 

T, Who is the Lamb "as it had been slain?'* Bev, 
V. 6. 

8. Jesus Christ is *< the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world'* (JoAvi, i. 29) ; " for we are 
redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot." 1 IPeU i. 19. 

T, Where was Jesus thus typified ? 

8, In the Jewish sacrifices (the Passover). 

T. What do we read of the company of the Lamb ? 
Bxv, vii. 4. 

8* There were sealed " an hundred and forty and four 
thousand of aU the tribes of the children of Israel'* by the 
angel, as servants of God, 

T. Why was this Epistle chosen for to-day ? 

8, Because the Innocents were redeemed from among 
men, '' being the first-fruits to God and to the Lamb." 

T. How are they the types of all Christ's people ? 

8, For that all Christians must lose their lives, if they 
would find them {Matt. xvi. 25), and are called upon 
through suffering to enter the kingdom of heaven. 

T, What was the employment of the hundred and forty 
and four thousand ? 

' 8. "They sung, as it were, a new song before the 
throne." 
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7*. What was the new song song to the Lamb that was 
slain ? Bev. v. 0, 10. 

8, ^ Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open 
the seals thereof : for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
imd people, and nation ; and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests : and we shall reign on the earth." 

T. How was it a new song in heaven ? 

8. For it could be sung by none but those whom He 
had redeemed from the earth. 

7*. What is often described under the image of a 
virgin? 

8, The Church. 

T, [Therefore those who belong to her must be virgin 
(i. e. pure) souls, admitting no other love before the love 
of Christ.] How may we, too, follow the Lamb ? 

8. If we remember our baptismal cleansing and 
Christ's mark in our foreheads, and bear our Cross 
patiently, then we follow in His steps. 1 Pet. ii. 21. 

T. What does redeemed mean ? 

8. Bought with a price ; ransomed. 

T, How are we all redeemed ? 

8, Being set free from the bondage of sin and Satan, 
by the blood of Christ. " Our Saviour Jesus Christ gave 
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity." 
TU, ii. 14. " To deliver them who, through fear of death, 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage." Meb. ii. m. 
"He is the Mediator of the new testament, that by 
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions 
that were under the first testament, they which are called 
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance." Heb, 
ix. 15. 

T. How are tiie hundred and forty and four thousand 
described ? 
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8, ^* And in their mouth was found no guile ; for they 
are without fault before the throne of God." 

T. What words of the Fsalnii8t does this remind us 
of? 

S, Psalm xxxii. 2 : ** Blessed is the man unto whom 
the Lord im^mteth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there 
is no guile." 

T. To whom did our Saviour apply such words ? 

8. To Nathanael, whom He called '* an Israelite indeed, 
in whom is no guile." John, i. 47. 

T. How may we hope to appear blameless and holy 
before the throne of God ? 

8. If we ^ continue in the faith grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the Gospel." 
CoL i. 28. 

The Oospd. St. Matt ii. 13. 

The Angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a 
dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child, and 
His mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there 
until I bring thee word ; for Herod will seek the young 
child to destroy Him. When he arose, he took the 
young child and His mother by night, and departed 
into Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod : 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called 
my Son. Then Herod, when he saw that he was 
mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth ; and 
sent forth, and slew all the children that were in 
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof from two 
years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently inquired of the wise men. Then was 
fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the pro- 
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phet^ saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, 
lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be 
comforted, because they are not. 

T, What are we first told m the Gospel f 

19. Of the wondeifal appearance of an angel to Joseph, 
to warn him that Herod would seek the life of Christ. 

T. Why did Herod se^ the yonng child's life ? 

8. Because he feared Christ would take away his 
kingdom, for he had been told by the chief priests and 
scribes, " it is written by the prophet {Mieak, y. 2), 
And thou, Bethlehem of Jnda, art not the least among 
the princes of Juda, for out of thee shall come a Governor, 
that shall rule my people Israel." Matt, iL 4-6. 

T, Whose words did this purpose of Herod fulfil ? 

8. Those of David. Ps. ii. 2 : '* The kings of the earth 
set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord and against His anointed." 

T, By whom was the flight into Egypt prophesied ? 

8, JBy Hosea the prophet (xi. 1) in these words, ** When 
Israel was a child then I loved Him, and called my Son 
out of Egypt.** 

T. How had these words been once literally fulfilled ? 

8, When the Lord called the children of Israel out of 
Egypt out of the house of bondage. Exod, iv. 22, 23. 

T. Of what event in their history does the murder of 
the Innocents remind ns ? 

8, Of the children slain by ordw of Pharaoh, lest Israel 
should become mightier than the Egyptians. 

T. But who watched over them, and saved His Son 
from the enemy? 

8, The same God ^ whose kingdom ruleth over all." 
P$. ciii. 19. 

a2 
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T. What may the coming of Christ oat of Egypt teach 
us? 

S. That our deliverance in time of trouble may come 
from some unsuspected quarter, or in a way we have not 
imagined. 

T. Why had the wise men deceived Herod ? 

8» ** Being warned of God in a dream that they should 
not return to Herod." Matt, ii. 12. 

T. What was the prophecy of Jeremiah (referred to) ? 
xxxi. 15. 

S. '* Thus saith the Lord, A voice was heard in Hamah, 
lamentation, and bitter weeping : Rachel weeping for her 
children, refused to be comforted for her children, because 
they were not." 

T. To what did the words refer at the time they were 
written? 

S. To the suffering of the Jews in Ramah at the time 
of the Babylonish captivity. ( Bachel was buried near this 
place.) 

T, What were the prophetic consolations of Jeremiah ? 
xxxi. 16, 17. 

8. '' Thus saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice from 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears : for thy work shall 
be rewarded, saith the Lord, and they shall come again 
from the land of the enemy. And there is hope in thine 
end, saith the Lord, that thy children shall come again 
to their own border." 

T, Were not these also fulfilled in the Innocents ? 

S, Yes, by their baptism of blood, they entered the 
kingdom of their heavenly Father, to become the first- 
fruits to God and to the Lamb. 

[ The CoUect for the Sunday after Christmas is the same 
as thai for Christmas Day^'\ 
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TheEpidU. GaL iv. 1. 

Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, 
differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord 
of all ; but is under tutors and governors, until the 
time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we 
were children, were in bondage under the elements 
of the world : but when the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 
And because ye are Sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but 
a son ; and if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ. 

T. What is the comparison drawn by St. Paul in this 
epistle ? 

8, He compares the state of the world under the 
bondage of the ] aw to a child under tutors and goyemors 
till the time appointed by the father. 

T, What does the heir under such control resemble ? 

j9. a servant. 

T. What was man's first rule of conduct after the fall ? 

8. His natural reason leading him to faith. 

T. Did that Hght preserve him holy to God ? 

8. No, it became darkened by his sins and disobe- 
dience. 

T, What was then <' added because of transgressions ?" 

8, The law of Moses, " our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christ." 

T, What was the state of men under the law ? 

8, A state of bondage or servitude. 
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T. Gould the Iaw make men perfect ? 

S. No. ^ The law having a shadow of good things to 
come, and not the yery image of the things, can never 
with those sacrifices, which they offered year by year con- 
tinually, make the comers therennto perfect." Meb. z. 1. 

T, When the weakness of sacrifices was proved, how 
did Christ offer Himself? Heb. x. 5-7. 

5. ** Wherefore, when He eometh into the world, He 
saith, Sacrifice and offering Thon wovidest not, but a 
body hast Thou prepared me : In bnmt^oiforinga and 
sacrifices for sin Thon hast had no pleasvre : Then said 
I, Lo, I come (in the volnme of the book it ia written 
of me) to do Thy will, O God." Ps.zl. 6. 

T. Did Christ come to destroy the law ? 

S. Ko. He says of Himself, Matt. v. 17, "Think 
not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets : 
I am not come to destroy, but to fdlfil." 

T. How did His birth of a woman ftilfil the law and 
the prophets ? 

8. He was bom of a woman according to the promise 
to Eve, Gen. iiL 15. ^ Of the house of His servant 
David, as he spake by the month of the holy prophets, 
which have been since the world began." Lukcy i. 70. 
** Of the seed of Abraham, to whom the promises were 

made." 

T. What do we read of His earliest conformity to the 

law? 

8. His circumcision ; His parents performing all things 
according to the law of the Lord. Luke, iL 39. 

T. How did He, finally at His death, bear the cnrse of 
the law ? 

8. *' Being made a cm^e for us : for it is written, Onrsed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree.'* Deui. xxi. 23; 
Oal. iii. 1 3. 
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7. What has the redemption procured for us ? 
S. The adoption of sons. 

T, What gift do we receive as sons ? 

S, The Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father. 

T. How must the sons of God appear "in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse nation ? " Phil. ii. 15. 

8. Blameless and harmless, " shining as lights in the 
world." 

T, What are we finally to remember? 

S. If sons, we are heirs of God, through Christ. 

T. What should the thought of the blessings we ei\joy 
under the Gospel dispensation work in us ? 

S. Love and gratitude to God, our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

T, How can we best show this feeling ? 

3. <' K we glorify God in our body and in our spirit, 
which are God's." 1 Cor. vi 20. 

The Qovpd. St. Matt. i. 18. 

The birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise : When 
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before 
they came together she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a 
just man, and not willing to make her a public ex- 
ample, was minded to put her away privily. But 
while he thought on these things, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife : for that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Ghost: And she shall bring forth a Son, 
and thou shalt call His name JESUS ; for He shall 
save Hia people from their sins. (Now all this was 
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done, that it mig^t be fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a Virgin 
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Son, and 
they shall call his name Emnumuel, which being in- 
terpreted is, God with us.) Then Joseph, being 
raised from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord had 
bidden him, and took unto him his wife ; and knew 
her not till she had brought forth her first-bom son : 
and he called his name JESUS. 

T, What are we still commemorating ? 

B, The birth of Christ, the festival of Christmas being 
a festiyal of eight days. 

T, What is here described? 

8, The manner of the birth of Jesus Christ. 

T, How had this been revealed to the Blessed Tirgin? 

8, The angel said unto her, '* The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall over- 
shadow thee : therefore fdso that Holy Thing which shall 
be bom of thee, shall be called the Son of God.'* lAiike^ 
i. 85. 

T* By whom was it prophesied ? 

B. By Isaiah, vii. 14 : " Beh(dd, a virgin shall con- 
ceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." 

r. What is the meaning of Lnmanael ? 

B, God with us. 

T. How does St. Paul teach us that it was necessaiy 
He should be of the same nature as those He came to 
save ? jRom. viii. 8. 

B» " For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh." 

T. Did He therefore give up his Divine Nature ? 
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8, No. He united the two, being ** God of the sub- 
stance of the Father, begotten before the worlds : and 
man of the substance of His mother bom in the world. 
Perfect God and perfect man : of a reasonable soul and 
human flesh subsisting." (Athanasian Creed.) 

T. How did He differ from man ? 

8. He was without sin. I PeteVf ii. 22; 1 John, 
in, 5. 

T. How were the doubts of Joseph removed ? 

8. An angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream. 

T. Of what lineage was Joseph? 

8, Of the line of David, of the tribe of Judah. 

T, What do we learn of Joseph's character? 

8. *' He was a just man ;" that is, merciftd, kind. This 
was shown by his thinking on these things, desiring to 
save the blessed Virgin from all evil report. 
• T. What was to be the name of the Holy Child ? 

8. Jesus; which means Saviour in Hebrew; for He 
was to save His people from their sins. 

T. Who was sometimes called Jesus ? 

8. Joshua, the son of Nun, who led the children of 
Israel into the promised land. Stephen, speaking of the 
tabernacle, says {Jets, vii. 4d), ** Which also our fathers, 
that came after, brought in with Jesus into the possession 
of the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the face of 
our fathers, unto the days of David." Joshua, iii. 14. 

The Circumcision of Christ. 

The Collect. 

Albcightt God, who madest Thy blessed Son to 
be circumcised, and obedient to the law for man ; 
Grant us the true Circumcision of the Spirit ; that 
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our hearts, and all our members, being moridfied 
from all worldly and carnal lusts, we may in all 
things obey Thy blessed will ; through the same 
Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T, How do we begin this Collect ? 

8, " Almighty God, who madest Thy blessed Son to be 
circumcised, and obedient to the law for man." 

T, What was circumcision the sign and seal of? 

S, God's covenant with Abraham and his seed, 

T, Wherefore was the blessed Son of God circum^ 
cised ? 

8. Out of obedience to the law for man, to teach us to 
keep the ordinances of God. '^ He was made under the 
law, to redeem them that were under the law." Oal. 
iv. 4, 5. '* Though He were a Son, yet learned He 
obedience by the things which He suffered. Heh, v. 8. 

T. What is the seal of our covenant as Christians ? 

8, The sacrament of holy baptism. 

T, What are the spiritual advantages of this covenant? 
{See Article 27.) 

8, " It is also a sign of regeneration, or new birth ; 
whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive baptism 
rightly are grafted into the Church; the promises of 
forgiveness of sin and of our adoption to be the sons 
of God are visibly signed and sealed; faith is con* 
firmed and grace increased by virtue of prayer unto 
God." 

T. How does St. Paul describe the benefit of the cir- 
cumcision of Christ to them that are brought into cove- 
nant with Him by baptism ? Col. ii. 13, 14. 

8, ** And you, being dead in your sins and the nncir- 
cumcision of the flesh, hath He quickened together with 
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses ; blotting out the 
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handwiitmg of ordinances that was against us, which was 
coniraiy to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to 
His cross." 

T. "What io we pray for in the Collect? 

8. " The true circumcision of the Spirit." 

T. How is this described by St. Paul ? Bom. ii. 29 ; 
PhU. iii. 3. 

8, " Circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, 
and not in the letter ; whose praise is not of men, but of 
God." "We are of the circumcision who worship God in 
the Spirit and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no con- 
fidence in the flesh." 

T. What may we do if we have the true circtmicision 
of the heart? 

8. " Our hearts and all our members being mortified 
from all worldly and carnal lusts, we may in all things 
obey God's blessed will." 

T, Why do they need mortification ? 

8. " For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but of the world." 1 John, ii. 16. 

T. And does not our covenant with God require their 
mortification ? 

8. Yes. We have promised and vowed to renounce 
'* the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh.** 

T. The thought of Christ this day sealing His cove- 
nant for us sinners (in obedience to the law^, by shed- 
ding the first drops of blood, should move us to pray for 
a like obedience to God's will, and strength to crucify our 
flesh " according to our promises at baptism." 

Will not our condemnation, if we break our covenant, 
be more severe than that of the Jews ? Heb, x. 29, 26, 27. 

8. Yes. ** Of how much sorer punishment shall he be 

H 
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thonght worthy who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant where- 
with he was sanctified an nnholy thing, and hath done 
despite nnto the Spirit of grace." " There remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries." 

The Epistle, Rom. iv. 8. 

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin. Cometh this blessedness then upon the 
circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also ? 
For we say, that faith was reckoned to Abraham for 
righteousness. How was it then reckoned ? when he 
was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision ] Not in 
circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he re- 
ceived the sign of circumcision, a seal of the right- 
eousness of the faith which he had yet being uncir- 
cumcised ; that he might be the father of all them 
that beUeve, though they be not circumcised ; that 
righteousness might be imputed unto them also : 
And the father of circumcision to them who are not 
of the circimicision only, but also walk in the steps 
of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had 
being yet uncircumcised. For the promise, that he 
should be the heir of the world was not to Abraham, 
or to his seed, through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. For if they which are of the 
law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise 
made of none effect. 

T, What is proved in this Epistle ? 

8, That Abraham's faith was imputed to him for 
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righteousness before he was circumcised, and that by 
faith only he and his seed received the promise. 

T. From whence does St. Paul take the first words in 
the Epistle ? 

S. From Psalm xxxii. 1, 2 : *' Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed 
is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile." 

T. What is the question of St. Paul? 

8» Whether the blessing is reserved only for them of 
the circumcision. 

T. Why was this question then necessary ? 

8, Because the Jews attached great importance to 
their ceremonies, and would have excluded all who did 
not keep them from the promises. 

T. How had our Saviour reproved them for this? 
Matt, xxiii. 23. 

8. " Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith : these ought ye to have done, and not 
to leave the other undone." 

T. TSTiat does man's blessedness consist in ? 

8. The forgiveness of his sins. 

T, Why was this granted to Abraham ? 

8, Because of the faith which he had, yet being uncir- 
cumcised. 

T. How did Abraham show his faith ? 

8. ** When he was called to go out into a place which 
he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed ; and 
he went out, not knowing whither he went." Heh. xi. 8 ; 
Gen. xii. 1. And when childless, " God brought him 
forth abroad, and said. Look now toward heaven and tell 
the stars, if thou be able to number them ; and He said 
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unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the 
Lord, and He counted it to him for righteousness." 
Gen. XV. 5, 6. 

T, Mention some for whose faith Christ acknowledged 
them as children of Abraham. 

8, He called the woman *' bowed with a spirit of in- 
firmity eighteen years/' whom He healed, *' a daughter 
of Abraham" {Luke, xiii. 11-16) ; and Zaccheus the 
publican, '* a son of Abraham." Luke, xix. 9. 

T. What was His reproof to the Jews, who boasted of 
being Abraham's seed ? John, viii. 39. 

8. '< Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's 
children, ye would do the works of Abraham." 

T. Whom does St. Paul call the true seed of Abraham, 
to whom the promises are made? Gal. iii. 7, 29. 

8. " They which are of faith, the same are the children 
of Abraham. If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to the promise." 

T, Of whom, then, is he the father ? 

8, Of those Jews who walk in his steps, not resting 
wholly on their circumcision ; and of those Gentiles who 
believe and are righteous, not being circumcised. 

T. How are we then to look upon our inheritance ? 

8. As not of the law, but by promise. Gal, iii. 18. 
(i. e, God's free gift.) 

T, How does St. Paul answer the question, " Where- 
fore then serveth the law ?" Gal, iii. 19. 

8. It was added, because of transgressions till the seed 
should come to whom the promise was made ; and it was 
ordained by angels in the hand of a Mediator. 

T. How do our sacraments differ from the Jewish 
ceremonies ? (See Article 25.) 

8. They are '* not only badges or tokens of Christian 
men's profession, but rather they be certain sure wit- 
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nesseSf and effectual signs of grace, and God's good will to- 
wards us ; by the which He doth work invisibly in us, and 
doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm 
our faith in Him," 

77i€ Gospd, St. Luke, ii. 15. 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one 
to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. And they came 
with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, 
they made known abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child. And all they that heard 
it wondered at those things which were told them 
by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, 
and pondered them in her heart. And the shep- 
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was 
told unto them. And when eight days were acoom- 
pHshed for the circumcising of the child, His name 
was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel 
before He waa conceived in the womb. 

T, What is described in the verses preceding those 
chosen for to-day's Gospel ? 

8, An angel relating Christ's birth to the shepherds, 
and many singing praises to God for it. 

T, What do we remark in th^ conduct of the shep- 
herds ? 

S, They believed and obeyed the angel's sign, being 
anxious to behold their Saviour ; and when they had seen 

h2 
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Him, they published the glad tidings to others, and glo- 
rified God for the things that they had heard and seen. 

T. What may this teach us ? 

S. To seek Christ as we are taught by God's word, not 
resting till we have found Him ; Uien to tell of Him to 
those who know Him not, and to be ever praising and 
thanking Him for the privileges we ei^joy by His coming 
into the world. 

T. Where did the shepherds find the Lord? 

S, " Lying in a manger ;" for Mary *' brought forth her 
first-bom son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid bini in a manger, because there was no room for 
them in the inn." Luke, ii. 7. 

T. What do we read of the conduct of the blessed 
Virgin? 

S. '* She kept all these things, and pondered them in 
her heart." 

T, What does the prophet Malachi say of those who 
remembered and pondered upon the things of God? 
iii. 16. 

S. " They that feared the Lord spake often one to an- 
other; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it; and a book 
of remembrance was written before Him for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name." 

T. What are we taught to ponder this day ? 

8. The circumcision of Christ in obedience to the 
law. 

T. What was the time prescribed by the law for the 
rite of circumcision ? 

a. Eight days. (Lev. xii. 3.) 

T. What accompanied it ? 

S, The naming of the child; thus John the Baptist 
was named when he was circumcised {Luke, i. 59); as 
also our Saviour. 
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71 By whom was our Saviour's name determined ? 

S. By the angel of God, before His birth. 

T. Do we read of discussions arising about the neces- 
sity of the Christian Gentiles being circumcised after His 
ascension ? 

S, Yes (Acts, XV. 6, 28, 29), at Jerusalem. " And the 
apostles and elders came together for to consider of this 
matter; and they wrote letters, after this manner. It 
seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary things : that ye 
abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, abd^ 
from things strangled, and from fornication ; from which 
if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well." 

T. Who had done away (for them) with the sign of the 
old covenant ? 

S, Jesus Christ, who is ''the Mediator of a better 
covenant, which was established upon better promises."^ 
ffeb. viii. 6. 

The Epiphany, ob the Manifestation op Christ 

TO THE GeNTILBS. 

The Collect. 
God, who by the leading of a star didst mani- 
fest Thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles ; Merci- 
fully grant, that we, which know Thee now by faith, 
inay after this life have the fruition of Thy glorious 
Godhead ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

T, [Epiphany is a Greek word, which signifies mani-^ 
festadon, t.e. showing forth.] What are the three mani- 
festations we celebrate to-day in the Collect and Second 
Lessons for the Morning and Evening Service ? {Lttkcf 
ill. ; John, ii.) 

S, First, the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles 
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by the guidance of a star ; secondly, the manifestation of 
the glorious Trinity at the Baptism of Christ ; thirdly, 
Christ manifesting His gloiy or divinity in his first mira- 
de of turning the irater into wine in Cana of Galilee. 

T. Which do we refer to in the Collect ? 

8, The first 

T, How was this accomplished? 

8. A star was seen by certain wise men in the East. 
They came therefore to Jerusalem to inquire of Herod, 
where he was who was bom king of the Jews. When he 
sent them to Bethlehem, *' Lo, the star which they saw in 
the East went before them till it came and stood over 
where the young child was." Matt, ii. 1, 2, 9. 

T, To whom was it expected Christ would alone mani- 
fest Himself? 

8, To the children of Israel, to whom the promises 
were made. 

T. What did they expect He would work for them ? 

8, Their deliverance from their enemies. 

T, Was the purpose of God thus limited ? 

8, No. ^ He will have all men to be saved and come 
to the knowledge of thQ truth." 1 Tim. ii. 4. 

T, What was the deliverance He came to work ? 

8^ A spiritual one ; as He saith, *' My kingdom is not 
of this world." John, xviii. 36. He came to deliver us 
^ from the power of death, that is, the devil," {Heb. 
ii. 15) ; *' and from the wrath to come," 1 I%es8. i. 10. 

T. How does this manifestation to the Gentiles con- 
cern us ? 

8, Because we, like them, are by nature " aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenants of promise." Eph. ii. 19. 

T. How do we know God? 

8, "By faith, not by sight." 
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a. « By faith, not by sight/' 2 Cor. v. 7. 

T. How do we possess this faith ? 

8. Through the operation of the Holy Spirit now 
poured out on the Gentiles. 

T. What do we desire in the Collect that God will 
mercifully grant? 

S. That after this life we may have the fruition of His 
glorious godhead. 

T. What do we mean by fruition ? 

S. The enjoyment, perfection. 

T. When will this be ? 

8. When Christ '* will appear the second time without 
sin unto salvation." Heb. iz. 28. When *' we, according 
to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness." 2 Pet. iii. ] 3. 

ITis Epistle. Ephes. iii. 1. 

For this cause, I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ 
for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensa- 
tion of the grace of God, which is given me to you- 
ward : How that by revelation He made known imto 
me the mystery (as I wrote afore in few words, 
whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ) which in other 
ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it 
is now revealed unto his Holy Apostles and Prophets 
by the Spirit ; That the Gentiles should be fellow- 
heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of His 
promise in Christ by the Gospel : whereof I was 
made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of 
God given unto me by the effectual working of His 
power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all 
saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
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among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ ; and to make all men see what is the fellow- 
ship of the mystery, which from the beginning of 
the world hath been hid in God, who created all 
things by Jesus Christ : to the intent, that now unto 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom 
of God, according to the eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord : In whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence by the faith 
of Him. 

T. When were these words written by St. Paul ? 

S. When a prisoner for the cause of Christ at Rome. 
Acts, xxi. 33. 

T. To whom were they addressed ? 

S. To the Church at Ephesus. 

T, Of whom do we read that they were the worship- 
pers ? Acts, xix. 35. 

8. ^^ Of the goddess Diana, and the image which fell 
down from Jupiter." 

T, What does St. Paul declare was committed unto 
him for them ? 

8, " The dispensation of the grace of God." 

T. What does he call this? 

8. A mystery {i.e. something hidden and difficult to 
understand). 

T, [This was to suit the religious ideas of the Ephe- 
sians, a great part of their worship consisting in secret 
ceremonies, called mysteries, to which a few only were 
admitted by their priests, and were deemed to be enlight- 
ened thereby.] How was God's purpose towards the 
Gentiles a mystery? 

8. *' In other ages U was not made known unto the 
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sons of men as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles 
and prophets hy the Spirit ; that the Gentiles should be 
fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his 
promise in Christ, by the Gospel." 

T. How does St. Paul explain this mystery of godli- 
ness to Timothy ? 1 Epist, iii. 18. 

S. " Great is the mystery of godliness: God was mani- 
fest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, re- 
ceived up into glory." 

T. How was this mystery made known to St. Paul ? 

S, By revelation, when he was converted and called to 
the apostleship, according to the words of Ananias : 
'* The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou 
shouldest know His will, and see that Just One, and 
shouldest hear the voice of His mouth. For thou shalt 
be His witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and 
heard." Acts-, xxii, 14, 15. 

T. How was God's mysterious purpose towards the 
Gentiles further revealed to the holy apostle St. Peter ? 

8. In a vision at Joppa : " When he saw heaven 
opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him as it 
had been a great sheet knit at the four comers, and let 
down to the earth: wherein were aU manner of four- 
footed beasts of the earth, and wild beasts and creeping 
things, and fowls of the air. And there came a voice to 
him, Eise, Peter, kill and eat. And Peter said. Not so. 
Lord ; for I have never eaten anything that is common 
or unclean. And the voice spake unto him again the 
second time, What God hath cleansed that call not thou 
common. This was done thrice ; and the vessel was re- 
ceived up again into heaven." Afterwards we read, 
" Peter opened his mouth, and said. Of a truth I per- 
ceive that God is no respecter of persons : but in every 



84 THE EPIFHANT. 

nation he that feareth Him and worketh righteonsness is 
accepted with Him." Acts, x. 11-16, and 34, 35. 

T. What does St. Paul speak of as a great mystery ? 
Eph. V. 

8. The love of Christ to the Church. 

T. And by the revelation of Christ, what does he de- 
clare that mystical body to consist of? 

8. " Jew or Gentile, bond or free." 1 Cor. xii. 13. 

T. What are the holy mysteries we now celebrate ? 

8. The Sacraments. Baptism is the mystical washing 
away of sin, and the bread and wine in the Lord's Sapper 
are holy mysteries figuring the body and blood of 
Christ. 

T. To whom was the sole ministry of these com- 
mitted? 

8. First to the apostles by our Saviour Himself, after- 
wards by them to others, and so on in succession to our 
own day. 

T. Why does St. Paul speak of himself as less than 
the least of all saints ? 

8. For that he had been *^ a blasphemer, and a perse- 
cutor, and injurious." 1 Tim. i. 13. " He made havoc of the 
Church, entering into every house, and haling men and 
women, committed them to prison ;" and yet " breathing 
out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of 
the Lord, went unto the high-priest, and desired of him 
letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found 
any of this way, whether they were men or women, he 
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem." Acts, viii. 3 ; 
ix. 1, 2. 

T. What is the fellowship of the mystery which St. 
Paul declares ? 

8. " Our fellowship is with the Father, and with His 
Son Jesus Christ." . 1 John, i. 3. 
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T. How does St. Paul explain our adyantages in this 
New Covenant? Heh, xii. 22-24. 

8. " But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerahle company of angels, to the general assembly 
and church of the first-bom, which are written in heaven, 
and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and to Jesus, the Mediator of the New 
Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
better things than that of Abel." 

T. How do we express our belief in this fellowship in 
the Creed ? 

8. " I believe 'vol the Holy Catholic Church, the Com- 
munion of Saints." 

T. Was this '*hid in God," even from the angels in 
heaven ? 

8. Yes. *' Whish thing the angels desired to look 
into." 1 Pet, i. 12. 

T. When did these principalities and powers in 
heavenly places declare their knowledge of His purpose ? 

8. At the birth of Christ, when they sung " Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good- will towards 
men.'* Luke, ii. 14. 

T, What must we ever remember ? 

8, Through Jesus Christ alone " we have boldness and 
access with confidence by the faith of Him." 

The Qospd, St. Matt. ii. 1. 

When Jesus was bom in Bethlehem of Judaea, in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise 
men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he 
that is bom King of the Jews ] for we have seen his 
star in the east, and are come to worship him. When 

I 
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Herod the king had heard these things, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when 
he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people together, he demanded of them, where 
Christ should be bom. And they said imto him. 
In Bethlehem of Judsea : for thus it is written by 
the prophet, And thou, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: 
for out of thee shall come a Governor that shall 
rule my people Israel Then Herod, when he had 
privily called the wise men, enquired of them 
dihgently what time the star appeared. And he 
sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go, and search 
dihgently for the young child, and when ye have 
found him, bring me word again, that I may come 
and worship him also. When they had heard the 
king, they departed ; and lo, the star which they 
saw in the east went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young child was. When they 
saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
And when they were come into the house, they saw 
the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down 
and worshipped him: and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented imto him gifts ; gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned 
of God in a dream that they should not return 
to Herod, they departed into their own country 
another way. 

T, What was the sign of Christ to the wise men in 
the East ? 
8. A star. 
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T, [This appearance in the heavens, like a star, would 
naturally attract the attention of men accustomed to 
observe the heavenly bodies.] By whom was the 
Messiah's appearing foretold under this emblem ? 

S. By Balaam : ** There shall come a star oat of 
Jacob.** Nmnben, zxiv. 17. 

T. What is the first thing we remark in the conduct 
of the wise men ? 

8. Their anxiety to find Christ, their search for Him, 
and travelling, a long and tedious journey to Jeru- 
salem. 

T, [Let us apply this to ourselves.] How does God, 
now, draw Ms people unto Him ? 

8. He has given them the Ught of the knowledge of 
His glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Cor, iv. 6. 

T, What is their long and weary journey f 

8. This present life, where they are "strangers and 
pilgrims." 1 Pet. ii. 11. 

T. By what beacon are they directed on their way f 

8. By the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ. 
** Search the Scriptures, they are they that testify of me." 
John, V. 39. 

T, Who will instruct us in these ? 

8. His enlightened ministers. 

T. What was Herod's feeling when he heard the 
words of the wise men ? 

8. '* He was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him." 

T. How do we too often resemble them ? 

8. If we love the pomps and vanities of this world 
too well to renounce them for Christ, like Herod ; or re- 
fuse to hear Christ's messengers, and to believe the 
tokens of His coming, like the people of Jerusalem, who 
'* killed the prophets, and stoned them that were sent 
unto them." Matt, xxiii. 37. 
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T. Whose words did the chief priests and scribes 
refer to? 

S, The prophecy of Micah, v. 2 : " But thou, Beth- 
lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thou- 
sands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel : whose goings forth haye 
been from of old, from eyerlasting." 

T. What do we notice in Herod's words to the wise 
men? 

8. His want of truth, deceiving them as .to his purpose. 

T. What was the reward of their faithful search ? 

8. "The star** went before them till it came and stood 
over where the young child was. 

T. What similar g^udance does this remind us of ? 

8. The Lord going before the Israelites in a pillar of 
cloud by day, and by night in a pillar of fire, to give 
them light to lead them out of the land of Egypt and the 
house of bondage, to the land flowing with milk and honey. 

T. How may we compare the state of the wise men 
with theirs? 

8. They were led out of a state of darkness, and igno- 
rance, and bondage to sin, to a knowledge and belief in 
Christ, and a share in His promise of a heavenly inherit- 
ance. 

T. What was their conduct on finding Him ? 

8, " They rejoiced with exceeding great joy, they fell 
down and worshipped Him, and presented unto Him 
gifts." 

T. What did their gifts signify ? 

8, The gold, that he was a king ; the frankincense 
signified His priesthood ; and the m3rrrh was a sign of 
His death. 

T. How did God save them from a share in Herod's 
guilt? 
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8. ^* Being warned of God in a dream, they departed 
into their own countiy another way.** 

The First Sunday after the Epiphany. 

The Collect, 

Lord, we beseech Thee mercifdlly to receive the 
prayers of Thy people which call upon Thee ; and 
grant that they may both perceive and know what 
things they ought to do, and also may have grace 
and power faithfully to fulfil the same ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T. How do we pray that God will receive the prayers 
of His people ? 

8. Mercifully. <* Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost." Titus, iii. 6. 

T. Whose prayers do we beseech God to receive ? 

8, His people's. 

T. Who are his people ? 

8. All Christians. *' For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." Rom. viii. 1,4. 
" Ye are Christ's." 1 Cor. iii. 23. 

T, What must those prayers be to which He will listen ? 

8. Beliering prayers. " The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much ; " Let him ask in 
faith." James, v. 16 ; i. 6. 

T, What other condition of our prayers being accepted 
do we learn from 1 John, iii. 22 ? 

8, That we do His will. "Whatsoever we ask we 
receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, 
and do those things that are pleasing in His sight." 

I2 
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T. Therefore, how do we further pray in this Collect? 

8. To perceive and know what things we ought to do. 

T. Can we do this of ourselves ? 

S. No. " Our sufficiency is of God." 2 Cor, iii. 5. 

T. TSliat did our Saviour promise His disciples, to en- 
able them to discern the truth ? John, xvi. 13. 

S, The Comforter. " When He, the Spirit of truth, is 
come. He will guide you into all truth." 

T. Can we, when knowing the truth, perform it un- 
assisted ? 

S, No. St. Paul says, {Romans, vii. 18, 19) " How to 
perform that which is good, I find not : for the good 
that I would, I do not ; but the evil which I would not, 
that I do." 

T. For what, then, do we pray ? 

S. For grace, «.«. the Spirit's disposing influence; and 
for power, i. e. His enabling influence. 

T. How do we pray to fulfil our duty ? 

8. Faithfully, i. e. truly, sincerely, with all our hearts. 

The Epistle, Eom. xii. 1. 

I BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world ; but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God. For I say, through the 
grace given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think ; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to, every man the measure of ^Euth. 
For as we have many members in one body, and 
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all members have not the same office : so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every one mem- 
bers one of another. 

T, What does St Patd beseech us in this Epistle ? 

S. "To present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, as our reasonable sacrifice." 

T, What spiritual or holy sacrifices can we ofibr to God ? 

S, The sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving : the sa- 
crifice of righteousness (P«. iv. 5); ''to do good, and 
to communicate, for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased" (Meb, xiii. 16, 10) ; and repentance, ** for the 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit." Ps. li. 17. 

T. Who will make these acceptable to God ? 1 Pet. 
ii. 5 ; Eph, i. 6. 

S. Jesus Christ. ^ To the praise of the glory of His 
grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved." 

T. How is this our reasonable service ? 

8. Because we are servants of the Lord, " bought with 
a price.** 1 Cor, vi. 20. 

T. How does St. Paul speak of us to prove this ? 1 
Cor, vii. 22. 

8, " For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, 
is the Lord's freeman : likewise also, he that is called, 
being free, is Christ's servant." 

T. What is being conformed to the world? 

8, Following its evil ways and customs. 

T. How are Christians bound to renounce these things ? 

8, By their baptismal covenant. 

T. What must they be to fulfil this ? 

8. Transformed by the renewing of their mind. 

T. When were we once renewed unto God^ 

8. At baptism, by the " washing of regeneration and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost." TittiSt iii. 5. 
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T, What is "to prove r 

S, To try and examine, as the Bereans, " who received 
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
Scriptures daily whether these things were so." Acts, 
xvii. II. 

T. By what power did St. Paul thus exhort all 
Christians ? 

8. By '' the grace of God, which had heen given unto 
him," 1 Cot. iii. 10, being called to the apostleship. 

T, What is it to think soberly of ourselves ? 

8, Not to be puffed up with pride, but to be "■ clothed 
with humility." 1 Pet, v. 6. "Esteeming each other 
better than ourselves." Phil. ii. 3. 

T. How are we all members in one body ? 

8. We are limbs, or portions of Christ's body the 
church, Eph. v. 30, by baptism. 

T. What are we taught to remember? 

8. That all have not the same office. Each must do 
his own duty. 

T. As members of Christ together, what do we eiyoy ? 

8. Communion with each other in the doctrine, and 
fellowship, and worship of the whole Church. 

T. The wise men's gift of myrrh may signify such 
mortifying of the flesh, and offering our bodies a holy 
sacrifice to God, by Christ (Sparrow's " Kationale"), as we 
are enjoined in this Epistle. 



The Gospel St. Luke, ii. 41. 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year 
at the feast of the passover. And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem, after 
the custom of the feast. And when they had ful- 
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filled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus 
tarried behind in Jerusalem ; and Joseph and 
his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing 
him to have been in the company, went a day's 
journey, and they sought him among their kinsfolk 
and acquaintance. And when they found him not, 
they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 
And it came to pass, that after three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of 
the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 
questions. And all that heard him were astonished 
at his understanding and answers. And when they 
saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said 
unto him. Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us ] 
behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 
And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought 
me ? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business ] And they understood not the saying 
which he spake unto them. And he went down 
with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject 
unto them : but his mother kept all these sayings 
in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom, and 
stature, and in favour with Gk)d and man. 

T, What feast did our Lord's parents go to Jerusalem 
to celebrate ? 

8, The Passover. 

T. What was the law concerning this ? Deui» xvi. 16. 

S, " Three times in a year shall aU thy males appear 
before the Lord thy God in the place which he shall 
choose, in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the 
feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles." 
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T, What was it held to commemorate ? 
S. The Lord's Passover. " "Who passed over the 
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote 
the Egyptians and delivered their houses." Exod, xii. 27> 

T, Wliy is it called the feast of unleavened hread ? 
S, While it was kept no leavened bread was to he 
eaten by the Israelites, because when thrust out of Egypt 
in haste they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which 
they brought forth, and could not tarry, neither had they 
prepared themselves any victuals. Exod. xii. 39. 

T. [Women are not commanded to attend.] What 
other instance do we read of one accompanying her 
husband to keep the feast? 

S. Hannah, the mother of Samuel. 1 Sam. i. 7. 

T. How long was this festival kept ? 

8. Eight days. 

T. [It was the custom for the Jewish children to be 
publicly taught in the temple by the doctors.] Who 
spoke of himself as brought up at the feet of a doctor ? 

8. St. Paul, who says : *^ I verily am a man which am 
a Jew, bom in Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, yet brought up in 
this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to 
the perfect manner of the law of the fathers." ActSf xxii. 3. 

T. What did our Saviour manifest, or show forth, by 
His questions and answers ? 

8. His more than human knowledge. 

T. What did His answer to the blessed Virgin declare ? 

8. That He was the Son of God, for this could not be 
the business of Joseph, his reputed father. 

T. What was His office as the Son of God ? 

8. To teach the way of God in truth. 

T. How did He declare this latter? John, iv. 34. 

8. " My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, 
and to finish His work." 
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T. What do we next learn of our Lord's childhood ? 

8. *' He was subject to Joseph and Mary : and in* 
creased in wisdom, and stature, and in favour with God 
and man.'* 

T. What does this teach us ? 

8. Obedience to our earthly parents, after God our 
heavenly Father : and as we grow in years, to strive to 
grow in wisdom too. 

T. How may we follow His mother's example with 
profit ? 

8. If we, like her, keep His sayings in our hearts : 
fearing to speak on that we do not understand, but 
anxious to believe and learn their full meaning. 

T. What is the meaning of stature ? 

8. Height, growth. 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany. 

The Collect, 

AunOHTY and everlasting God, who dost govern 
all things in heaven and earth, mercifully hear the 
supplications of thy people, and grant us thy peace 
all the days of our life ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

T. What do we caU God in this Collect ? 

8. Almighty and everlasting. 

T. What does Almighty mean ? 

8, Able to do all things. 

T. Show that God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
have been from everlasting. 

8, David says : " Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the 
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world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art 
God." Ps, xc. 2. Of the Son we read : " In the begin- 
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God." John^ i. 1. And of the Holy Ghost : 
" The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters" 
{^Oen. i. 2), in the creation. 
T, What do we say of God's power in the Collect ? 
8, *' He governs all things in heaven and earth." 
T. Whom does God govern in heaven ? 
8, The heavenly host, the angels. 
T, How does Christ prove their obedience ? 
8. By teaching us to pray, " Thy will be done in 
earth as in heaven.** 

T, What do we learn of the duties of angels ? Heb, 
i. 14. 

8. '* Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ?" 

T, Prove from Proverbs, xvi. 4, that God rules the 
evil in this world for a purpose ? 

8, " The Lord hath made all things for Himself: yea, 
even the wicked for the day of evil." 

T. After thus calling to mind the greatness and power 
of God, how do we continue our prayer ? 

8. " Mercifully hear the supplications of Thy people," 
t. e, the humble and earnest prayers. 
T. Give an example of such prayers ? 
8» Those that Christ offered for us before His passion. 
" Who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up 
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears 
unto Him that was able to save Him from death, was 
heard in that He feared." Ileb, v. 7. 

T. What do we pray God to grant us all the days of 
our life? 

8. His peace. 
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T, Of what is peace the fruit ? 

8, Of the Spirit. Qal. v. 22. 

T, What are the words of the blessing pronomiced by 
the minister in church ? 

8* " The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds, through Christ Jesus." 
Fm, iv. 7. 



The Episde. Rom. xii. 6. 

Having then gifts, differing according to the grace 
that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us pro- 
phesy according to the proportion of faith ; or 
ministry, let us wait on our ministering; or he 
that teacheth, on teachirig ; or he that exhorteth, 
on exhortation : he that giveth, let him do it with 
simplicity ; lie that ruleth, with diligence ; he that 
showeth mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be 
without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil, 
cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love, in honour pre- 
ferring one another : not slothful in business ; fer- 
vent in spirit ; serving the Lord ; rejoicing in hope ; 
patient in tribulation ; continuing instant in prayer ; 
distributing to the necessity of saints ; given to 
hospitality. Bless them which persecute you ; bless, 
and curse not. Eejoice with them that do rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep. Be of the same 
mind one towards another. Mind not high things, 
but condescend to men of low estate. 

T. What does St. Paul notice in this Epistle ? 
8. The different gifts bestowed upon the Apostles. 

K 
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T. From whence did these divers gifts come ? 

8, From " the same Spirit." 1 Gor. xii. 4. 

T. When were they given to them ? 

8. On the day of Pentecost, when ** they were all 
filled with the Holy Grhost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." ^c/«,ii.4. 

T, By whom did St. Peter say the gift of prophecy 
was foretold ? 

8. By the prophet Joel, in these words : " And it shall 
come to pass afterwards, that I wiU pour out My Spirit 
upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shall see visions. And also upon the servants, and 
upon the handmaids, in those days will I pour out My 
Spirit." Joel, li. 28, 29. • 

T, We read of Paul and Barnabas ministering before 
the Lord, with other prophets and teachers, with fasting 
and prayer (Acts, xiii. 2) ; what was the result ? 

8, ^ The Holy Ghost said. Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have called them." 

T, Where do we read of some chosen to distribute alms? 

8. When the deacons were appointed (" seven men 
of honest report, and full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom," 
Acts, vi. 3, 4) to attend to the daily ministration. 

T, The different exhortations in this Epistle to those 
who teach, exhort, and give alms, would show that these 
were distinct offices in the ministry of the Church. How 
does St. Paul streng^en this idea ? 1 Cor. xii. 28. 

8. '* God hath set some in the Church, first, apostles ; 
secondarily, prophets ; thirdly, teachers ; after that 
miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues." 

T, [St Paul's exhortations are to all Christians.] 
What is dissimulation? 
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8. Putting on the appearance of what we are not; 
deceit and falseness. 

T. How shall we abhor evil, cleaye to that which is 
good? 

8. If we love Grod and keep His commandments. 

T. What is the Christian's love to be ^ 

8. Brotherly love : kind affection towards each other. 

T. How are we all brethren ? 

8. Through Christ who sanctifieth us. "For which 
cause He is not ashamed to call us brethren." Heb. ii. 11. 
" One is your Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren." 
Matt, xxiii. 8. 

T. What is it to prefer one another in honour ? 

8. ** In lowliness of mind each to esteem other better 
than themselves." Phil, ii. 3. In our Savioui's words, 
"Go and sit down in the lowest room." Lvke, xiv. 10. 

T. How is our business to be performed ? 

8, Not slothfully, but with diligence, as serving the Lord. 

T. What do we read in Ecclesiastes, ix. 10? 

8. "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
all thy might." 

T. What is the highest motive for industry ? 

8. To do all " to the glory of God." 1 Cor. x. 31. 

T. What is the hope in which we are to rejoice ? 

8. The hope of forgiveness and eternal Ufe. We must 
" rejoice in hope of the glory of God." Rom. v. 2 ; and 
"Rejoice, because our names are written in heaven." 
Imke, X. 20. 

T. What is tribulation? 

8. Trouble, sorrow, persecution, which Christians must 
suffer in this world. John, xvi. 33. 

T. What is it to be instant in prayer? 

8, Persevering, importimate, without ceasing. " Men 
ought always to pray and not to faint." Luke, xviii. 1. 
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T. What is hospitality? 

8, Kindness to strangers. 

T. [This was a necessary virtue in the times of the 
early Christians, during their persecutions and wander- 
ings.] How were Christians encouraged to this ? Heb. 
xiii. 2. ^ 

8. ** Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares." Abraham and 
Lot are instances of this. Oeit. xviii. 3 ; xix. 2. 

T. What examples have we of some who prayed for 
those who persecuted them ? 

8. Our Saviour, who prayed for His murderers 
" Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 
Luke, xxiii. 34. St. Stephen, who prayed for those who 
stoned him : <* Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." 
Acts, vii. 60. 

T. What does being of the same mind one towards 
another mean ? 

8, Agreeing in opinion and faith. 

T. [Therefore we should pray for the unity of the 
Church, and avoid those who make divisions. Rom. 
xvi. 17.] What is the sin of causing divisions in the 
Church called? 

8, Schism, 1 Cor. xii. 25 : " There should be no 
schism in the body." 

T. What is it not to mind high things ? 

8, To be humble, not anxious for honour, or prefer- 
ment, or worldly distinctions. 

T. Who is our perfect example of humility ? 

8. Our Saviour, who says, " Learn of me ; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart." Matt. xi. 29. 

T. What is it to be wise in our own conceit ? 

8. To think much of ourselves. 
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The Gospd, St. John, ii. 1. 

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana 
of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. And 
hoth Jesus was called, and His disciples, to the 
marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother 
of Jesus saith unto Him, They have no wine. Jesus 
saith unto her. Woman, what have I to do with thee 1 
Mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith unto 
the servants. Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it. 
And there were set there six waterpots of stone, 
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, con- 
taining two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto 
them, FiU the waterpots with water. And they 
filled them up to the brim. And He saith unto them. 
Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the 
feast. And they bare it. When the ruler of the 
feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and 
knew not whence it was, (but the servants which 
drew the water knew,) the governor of the feast 
called the bridegroom, and saith unto him. Every 
man at the beginning doth set forth good wine, and 
when men have well drunk, then that which is worse : 
but thou hast kept the good wine imtil now. This 
beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth His glory ; and His disciples 
believed on Him. 

T, What do we here observe in our Lord's conduct ? 

8, He was attending a marriage-feast, thus doing 
honour to the holy state of matrimony, and giving His 
sanction to the feast and enjoyment which celebrated it. 

T, How does the Prayer-Book remind us of this in the 
office of matrimony ? 

k2 
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8. " That Christ adorned and beautified that holy 
estate with His presence, and first miracle that He 
wrought, in Gana of Galilee." 

T. What did Mary show by her bidding to the ser- 
vants? 

8. Her own belief in the divine power of Jesus. 

T. [Marriages among the Jews sometimes lasted a 
week, this may account for the want of wine.] Where 
do we again read of our Saviour addressing His mother 
with the word, " Woman ;" which contained no dis- 
respectful meaning among the Jews, but answers more 
to "lady" in our language? 

8. When on the Cross, Jesus *' seeing His mother and 
the disciple standing by whom He loved, He saith unto 
EUs mother, Woman, behold thy son ! Then saith He 
to the disciple, Behold thy mother ! And from that hour 
that disciple took her unto his own house." John, 
xix. 26, 27. 

T, Why were the waterpots of stone set there ? 

8. For the purifying of the Jews, or washing of hands. 
" For the Pharisees and all the Jews, except they wash 
their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the 
elders." Mark, vii. 3. 

T, [The governor or ruler of the feast was a person 
appointed to pass around among the guests, and over- 
look the arrangements of the feast, therefore Christ sent 
the wine to be tasted first by him.] What was the 
exclamation of the governor of the feast after he had 
tasted the wine? 

8, " Every man at the beginning doth set forth good 
wine, and when men have well drunk, then that which 
is worse : but thou hast kept the good wine till now." 

T, Does this custom in any way illustrate the contrast 
between Christ's way, and that of the world ? 
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8. The world gives its best gifts first, till people are 
tired of its pleasures, and then their joy is gone. Christ 
gives, first, the tears of repentance, afterwards the wine 
of salvation. 

T, What did Christ manifest by this beginning of 
miracles ? 

S, His power and glory, as St. John says, " We beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth." John, i. 14. 

T. What effect had it on His disciples ? 

S, They believed on Him. 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany. 

The Collect. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look 
upon our infirmities, and in all our dangers and ne- 
cessities stretch forth Thy right hand to help and 
defend us ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T. What do we pray God in this Collect mercifully, or 
through His mercy, to do ? 

8, To look upon our infirmities ? 

T. What is the meaning of infirmities ? 

8. Weakness, or imperfection of body or mind. 

T, Mention some infirmities of body our Saviour re- 
lieved, according to the prophecy of Esaias, xxiz. 18. 

8, " The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up." Matt, zi. 5. 

T. Give instances of infirmities or weakness of the 
spirit even among Christ's disciples. 

8. Their want of faith, as in the storm on the lake, 
{Luke, viii. 25) ; Peter's denial {Matt, xxvi. 75) ; Tho- 
mas's unbelief (John, xx. 25). 
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T. Why may we hope that our Saviour will lo6k upon 
and pity our infirmities f 

8. For He Himself took our infirmities and bare 
our weaknesses, " that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet." Matt, viii. 17 ; Isa, liii. 4. 
*^ He was in all points tempted as we are, yet without 
sin." ffeb, iv. 16. 

T. What do we therefore ftirther pray ? 

8. <* In all our dangers and necessities stretch forth 
Thy right hand to help and defend us." 

T, What are necessities ? 

8. Needs or wants, either bodily or spiritual. 

T. What are our bodily necessities ? 

8. Health, food, clothing; for all which we pray, 
** Give us this daily bread." 

T, What is our great spiritual need ? 

8, The help of the Spirit of God, that we may think, 
speak, and act so as to please Him. 

T. What dangers threaten our souls ? 

8, The temptations to sin from the devil, the world, 
and the lusts of the flesh. 

T, What do we mean when we pray God to stretch forth 
His right hand ? 

8, That He will put forth His strength and power. 

T. By whom is this figurative expression often used? 

8. By David, in the Psalms : *' Thy right hand hath 
holden me up." Ps, xviii. 85. 

r. What will God*s power do for us ? 

8. " Help and defend us." Then we need fear no 
evil, Ps, xxiii. ; " He is our help and shield," Ps, xxxiii. 
20 ; " The Lord is my helper, I will not fear what man 
shall do unto me," Heb. xiii. 6. 

The Epistle. Rom. lii. 16. 
Be not wise in your own conceits. Recompense to 
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no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the 
sight of all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth 
in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but ^rather give place imto 
wrath ; for it is written, Vengeance is mine ; I will 
repay, saith the Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give him drink : for in 
so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

T. What are St. Paul's warnings directed against in 
this Epistle ? 

8, The infirmities of onr nature. 

T. What is it to be wise in our own conceits ? 

8, To be proud ; esteeming ourselves above others. 

T. How does the prophet Isaiah denounce such con- 
duct? V. 21. 

8. '* Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, 
and prudent in their own sight." 

T. How does St. James exhort the truly wise ? iii. 13. 

8* ** Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge 
among you ? Let him show out of a good conversation 
his works with meekness of wisdom." 

T. What effect had pride on the children of Israel ? 

8, It blinded their eyes {Rom, xi. 26), and produced 
hardness of heart and imbelief. 

T. How does onr Saviour teach us to recompense evil ? 

8. With patience. *' Besist not evil ; whosoever shall 
smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other 
also.** Matt. v. 39. 

T. What is it to provide things honest in the sight of 
all men? 

8. To consider how best to perform our duty ; setting 
an example to others ; glorifying thereby our Father in 
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heaven ; *' that, whereas they speak against us as eyil- 
doers, they may by our good works which they shall 
behold glorify God in the day of visitation." 1 Pet. ii. 12. 

2\ How does onr Saviour commend those who seek 
after peace with all men ? 

S, " Blessed are the peacemakers ; for they shall be 
called the children of God." Matt, v. 9. 

T. How does He ftirther enlarge upon the sixth com- 
mandment? 

8. " Whosoever is angry with his brother without a 
cause shall be in danger of the judgment : and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Baca, shall be in danger of the 
council : but whosoever shaU say, Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell-fire.** Matt. v. 22. 

T. What rule does St. Paul give as to wrath ? Eph. 
iv. 26. 

8. *' Be ye angry, and sin not : let not the sun go dQwn 
upon your wrath.** 

T. Is all anger, then, sinfol? 

8, No ; we may be angry on just occasions, as with 
those who do wrong, being under our charge to reprove 
and correct. 

T. What are we taught to observe in the dispute be- 
tween the archangel Michael and the Devil ? Jude 9 ; 
2 Pet. n. 11,, 

8. He brought no railing accusation against him, but 
said, " The Lord rebuke thee.*' 

T, What does Christ say such conduct to our enemies 
proves us to be indeed ? Jlfatt. v. 45. 

8. '* The children of our Father in heaven, who 
maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the. good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the ui^ust.'* 

T. What will such kindness be to them? 

8. As coals of fire on their heads. 
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T. [Probably soften their hearts, as the hot coals melt 
the hardest metals.] When are we more specially called 
npon to forgive injuries ? 

S. When invited to receive the Lord's Supper. (Ex- 
hortation in the Service, and MaU, v. 28, 24.) 

The Gospel. St. Matth. viii. 1. 

When He was come down from the mountain, 
great multitudes followed Him. And behold, there 
came a leper and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, if 
Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean. And Jesus 
put forth His hand, and touched him, saying, I will ; 
be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed. And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell 
no man, but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, 
and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a tes- 
timony imto them. And when Jesus was entered 
into Capernaum, there came unto Him a centurion 
beseeching Him, and saying. Lord, my servant lieth 
at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 
And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 
The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not 
worthy that Thou shouldest come under my roof ; 
but speak the word only, and my servant shall be 
healed. For I am a man imder authority, having 
soldiers under me : and I say unto this man. Go, and 
he goeth ; and to another. Come, and he cometh ; 
and to my servant. Do this, and he doeth it. When 
Jesus heard it. He marvelled, and said to them that 
followed. Verily I say unto you, I have not foimd so 
great faith, no not in Israel. And I say unto you, 
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That many shall come from the east and west, and 
shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the 
kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness : there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. And Jesus 
said unto the centurion, Gk> thy way, and as thou 
hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his ser- 
vant was healed in the self-same hour. 

T. "What is the first miracle recorded in this Gospel ? 

8, The cleansing of the leper. 

T. What is leprosy considered to be the type of? 

8, Sin. 

T, How do they resemble each other? 

8, They are incurable by man ; but Christ can destroy 
their power. As the leper was cut off from man, so is 
the sinner from God. 

T. What was commanded by the law concerning this 
disease ? 

8, " The leper in whom the plague is, his clothes 
shall be rent, and his head bare, and he shall put a 
covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry. Unclean, 
unclean. All the days wherein the plague shall be in 
him he shall be defiled : he is unclean, he shall dwell 
alone ; without the camp shall be his habitation." Lev, 
xiii. 45, 46. 

T. Give some instances of leprosy having been pro- 
nounced as a judgment on sin. 

8. Miriam, the sister of Moses, was thus punished for 
exciting rebellion against Moses {Numben^ xii. 10) ; and 
Gehazi, the servant of £lisha, for his covetousness and 
lying {% Kings, v. 27). 

T. How did the leper in the Gospel show his belief in 
the divine nature of our Saviour? 
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S. He worshipped Him, calling Him Lord, and saying, 
'^ If Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." 

T. How did Christ seal and reward his faith f 

8. Saying, '* I will, be thou dean." 

T, Do we remark His desire to do these things in 
secret on other occasions ? 

S, Yes ; when He healed the man with the withered 
hand, and great multitudes which followed Him, MatL 
zii. 16 ; when He raised Jairos's daughter, Mark, v. 43 ; 
when- He caused the deaf and dumb man to hear and 
speak, Mark, vii. 36. 

T. What do we read as the reason of this in Matthew, 
xii. 17, 19? 

8. *' That it might be ftdfiUed which was spoken by 
Esaias the prophet, saying, He shall not strive nor cry ; 
neither shall any man hear His voice in the streets." Isa, 
xlii. 1. 

T. What was the signification of the gifts commanded 
by Moses to be offered by those who were cleansed of 
leprosy ? Lev. xiv. 

8. They signified that blood must be shed for sin. 

T, What is the second miracle related in the Gospel ? 

8, The healing the centurion's servant who was af- 
flicted with palsy. 

T. What was the office of a centurion ? 

8. He was a Boman officer commanding a hundred 
men. 
• T, What do we observe by the centurion's words ? 

8. His humility, in expressing his unworthiness to 
receive Christ under his roof, and his belief in Christ. 

T, What do we read in Luke, vii. of the good deeds of 
this humble centurion ? 

8, The elders of the Jews besought Jesus for himi 
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saying that he was worthy, for he loved their nation, and 
had built a synagogue. 

T. How did Jesus commend his faith ? 

8. He said '* I have not found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel.** 

T. What shall be the reward of those nations from the 
East and West who believe on Christ ? 

S, *' They shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven." 

T. What did our Saviour manifest by these mii:acles ? 

S, His mercy and loving-kindness, i. e. His good-will 
towards men. 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany. 

The Collect, 

God, who knowest us to be set in the midst of 
so many and great dangers, that by reason of the 
frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright ; 
Grant to us such strength and protection as may 
support us in all dangers, and carry us through 
all temptations; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 

T. What are the many and great dangers which we 
are set in the midst of? 

8, Temptations to sin. 

T, What great danger shall we be in if we will yield to 
them? 

8, The danger of God's sentence in the day of judg- 
ment ** to those who have done evil, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels." Mail, xxv. 41. 
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T, What are the three ways in which we may sin ? 

8. By deed, word, or thought. 

T. Will our words be remembered against us ? 

8, " Every idle word that men shall speaJk they shall 
give account thereof in the day of judgment." Afait, 
xii. 36. 

T. Will our secret thoughts be brought to judgment ? 

8, Yes. God "shall judge the secrets of men (i.tf; 
thoughts) by Jesus Christ." Bom, ii. 16. 

T, Can we escape the dangers about us by ourselves ? 

8, No. " By reason of the frailty of our nature we 
cannot always stand upright" 

T, What do we mean by the '* frailty of our nature T* 
: 8. Our weakness and inclination to sin (i. e» infirmi- 
ties), with which we were bom. 

T, From whom do we inherit this frtuity ? 

8. From Adam. '* By one man sin entered into the 
world." Bom. v. 12. 

T. What do we acknowledge our need of? 

8. God's strength and protection. 

T, How have we a claim to His Fatherly protection or 
care? 

8. Having received the ** spirit of adoption" in holy 
baptism, whereby we cry, " Abba, Father." Oal, iv. 6 ; 
Bom. viii. 15. 

T. Though we receive Christ's free gift of the S^rit, 
are we still frail ? 

8. Yes. " The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh." Oal, v. 17. 

T» How does St. Paul, nevertheless, encourage us in 
this strife? 1 Cor, x. 13. 

8. *^ God will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able, but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it." 
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T. How do we express the effects of God*s strength 
and protection in the Collect ? 

8, It win ** support ns in all dangers, and cany us 
through all temptations." 

T, May we place ourselves within reach of temptation 
to show our faith ? 

8. No ; for Jesus has taught us to pray, " Lead us not 
into temptation." And St. Paul says, '' Let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.** 1 Cor. 
X. 12. 

The Bpistle. Bom. xiii 1. 

Lnr every soul be subject unto the higher powers ; 
k. for there is no power of God : the powers that be are 

ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the 
power resisteth the ordinance of God : and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For 
rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the 
eviL Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power ? 
Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of 
tbe same : for he is the minister of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; 
for he beareth not the sword in vain : for he is the 
minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth eviL Wherefore ye must needs be 
subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience 
sake. For this cause pay ye tribute also ; for they 
are God's ministers, attending continually upon this 
very thing. Render therefore to all their dues ; 
tribute to whom tribute is due, custom to whom 
custom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom 
honour. 



THE VOXJBTH SXTIIDAY AFCER THB BFIFHANT. 113 

T. What is the meaning of snhject ? 

8. Obedient, snbmissiye. 

r. Who are the higher powers ? 

8. The rulers of the land; " the qneen, and all that 
are pnt in authority under her;" our goYemors, teachers, 
spiritual pastors, and masters. 

T. From whom do they receive all power? 

8. From God. '* By Me kings reign and pxinoea 
decree justice." Prov. viii. 15. 

T. What were the words of our Saviour to Pontius 
Pilate, when boasting of his power ? 

8. " Thou couldst have no power at all against Me 
except it were given thee from above." John, zix. 11. 

T, What is it to resist the power ? 

8, To refuse obedience to it, or go against it in any 
way, either openly or in secret. 

T. What is the meaning of rulers bearing the sword? 

8. Having the power of life and death. 

T. Have men always been governed by some temporal 
power ? 

8, Yes. Their first government was patriarchal, or by 
the heads of families ; then God appointed Moses the 
lawgiver, and after his death, Joshua; then followed the 
judges ; and afterwards kings, at the express desire of the 
people. 

T, How did God sanctify the appointment of kings ? 

8. They were anointed with oil by the high priest 
(1 8am, X. 1), according to his ordinance, — a custom 
which is still preserved. 

T, How must we be subject to rulers ? 

8. " Not only for wrath, {i.e, fear of punishment), but 
also for conscience sake" (».«. as it is our known duty). 

T, What is tribute? 

8. Tax or customs for merchandise. 

l2 



114 THE FOURTH BUNDAt' AfTEB THE EPIPHANY. 

T. What rule did our Saviour give as to paying 
tribute? 

8, When the Pharisees tempted Him, ** He said. 
Show me the tribute-money, and they brought unto Him 
a penny. He saath unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription? They say unto Him, Ciesar's. Then 
saith He unto them, Render therefore unto Gsesarthe 
things which are Caesar's, and unto God the things that 
are God's." MaU. xxii. 19-21. 

T, What do we read of our Lord's paying tribute Him- 
self? Matt x\il 2^-27. 

8, " When they were come to Capernaum, they that 
received tribute-money came to Peter, and said, Doth 
not your master pay tribute? He saith, Yes. And when 
he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, 
saying. What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the 
kings of the earth take custom or tribute ? of their own 
children, or of strangers? Peter saith unto Him, Of 
strangers. Jesus saith unto him. Then are the children 
free. Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, 
go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the 
fish that first cometh up ; and when thou hast opened 
his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money : that take, 
and give unto them for me and thee." 

T. To whom do we owe the first honour ? 

8, To God the Father, and the Son {John, v. 23), and 
the Holy Ghost, {Luke, xii. 10). 

T, Whom are we commanded to honour on earth ? 

8, Our father and mother (fifth commandment, Sfait. 
XV. 4); the king (1 Pet. ii. 17) ; magistrates {Tittts, iii. 
1) ; the ministry (1 Tim, v. 17); finally, all men (1 Pet. 
ii. 17). 
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TheGospd. St. Matt. viii. 23. 

Ajsj> when He was entered into a ship, His disciples 

followed Him. And behold, there arose a great 

tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was 

covered with the waves : but He was asleep. And 

His disciples came to Him, and awoke Him, saying, 

Lord, save us, we perish. And He saith unto them. 

Why are ye fearful, ye of little faith 1 Then He 

arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there 

was a great cahn. But the men marvelled, saying, 

What manner of man is this, that even the winds 

and the sea obey him ! And when He was come to 

the other side, into the country of the Gei^gesenes, 

there met Him two possessed with devils, coming 

out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man 

may pass by that way. And behold, they cried out, 

saying, What have we to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou 

Son of God 1 art Thou come hither to torment us 

before the time? And there was a good way off 

from them an herd of many swine, feeding. So the 

devils besought Him, saying. If Thou cast us out, 

suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. And 

He said unto them, Go. And when they were come 

out, they went into the herd of swine : and behold, 

the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep 

place into the sea, and perished in the waters. And 

they that kept them fled, and went their ways into 

the dty, and told every thing, and what was befallen 

to the possessed of the devils. And behold, the 

whole city came out to meet Jesus : and when they 

saw Him, they besought Him that He would depart 

out of their coasts. 
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T, The two miracles recorded in this Gospel are 
related with fuller particulars by St. Mark (iv.), and St. 
Luke (viii). What do we read of our Saviour's conduct 
during the storm ? 

S. He was asleep : though the ship was covered with 
the waves. 

T, What did the disciples show by their exclamations ? 

8. Their want of faith, their spiritual infirmity. 

T, What did our Saviour then do ? 

8. Rebuked them for their little faith. " Then He 
arose, and rebuked the winds and sea, and there was 
a great calm." 

T, What did this manifest to His disciples ? 

8, His power, as God, over the elements. 

T, How does David speak of this power belonging 
alone to God ? Ps, Ixv. 7 ; Ixxxix. 9 ; cvii. 29. 

8, "Who stillest the noise of the seas, the noise of 
their waves." " Thou rulest the raging of the sea : when 
the waves thereof arise, Thou stillest them." " He 
maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof 
are still." 

T, What is the second miracle related in the Gospel ? 

8, The casting out the devils from two men possessed 
of them. 

T. When did this take place ? 

8. In the country of the Gergesenes, or Gadarenes. 
Luke, viii. 26. 

T. What do we read in Mark, v. 35, of the state of one 
of these men ? 

8, He had " his dwelling among the tombs, and no 
man could bind him, no, not with chains, and always 
night and day he was in the mountains, and in the 
tombs, crying, and cuttmg himself with stones." 

T. How did the evil spirits acknowledge Christ ? 
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8. " They cried out, saying, What have we to do with 
Thee, Jesus, Thou Sou of God ? art Thou come hither to 
torment us hefore the time ?" 

T. What did they mean by " before the time f ** 

S, Before the day of judgment, for which *' the angels 
which kept not their first estate are reserved in ever- 
lasting chains, under darkness." Jude, 6. 

T, What did Christ manifest by His casting out the 
devils? 

S, His power over them. 

T. What was the law amongst the Jews concerning 
swine? 

8, ** Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase 
shall ye not touch ; they are undean to you." Lev. xi. 8. 

T, (The destruction of the herds of the Gadarenes 
might, therefore, be tp punish their unlawful gains.) 
What did they do after this miracle? 

8. They besought Jesus to depart out of their coasts. 

T, Did their rejection of Christ fulfil any prophecy? 

8, Tes. Isaiah says, '* He was despised and rejected 
of men." Isa, liii. 3. These " men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil." John, iii. 19. 

T. What will be the fate of those who deny Christ? 

8. " Him will Christ deny before the Father, which is 
in heaven." Matt, x. 83. 

T, What is the first miracle in this Gospel an em- 
blem of? 

8, Of Christians tossed on the sea of this world, afraid 
of its storms, doubting if Christ wiU save them, yet at 
last crying unto Him, and being delivered. 

T. What class of persons do the Gadarenes represent ? 

8. Those who love gain and follow after it, rejecting 
Christ if His laws do not permit it. 
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The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany. 

The CoUect. 

Lord, we beseech Thee to keep Thy Church 
and household continually in Thy true religion ; 
that they who do lean only upon the hope of Thy 
heavenly grace may evermore be defended by Thy 
mighty power ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

T. What do we call the Church, of which we are 
members ? 

8, The Holy Catholic Church. 

T, What is the meaning of Catholic ? 

8, Universal, i, e. all over the world. 

T, Who is the Head of this universal hody ? 

8, Jesus Christ, *< He is the head of the body, the 
Church.'" Col. i. 18. 

T, How do we distinguish the Church of Christ on 
earth and in heaven? 

8. The former is the Church militant, " fighting under 
Christ's hanner, against sin, the world, and the devil;" 
the latter is the Church triumphant, who have entered 
into their rest, having won "the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Cor. xv. 57, 

T, How is Christ described in the Gospel ? 

8. As a householder. 

T. What is the meaning of a household ? 

8, A family. 

T. To what family do we belong as Christians ? 

8, To God's. " Now, therefore, ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God." Eph. ii. 19. 

T. How do we pray God wiU keep His household ? 
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8. In His true religion. 

T, To whom did our Saviour commit the teaching of 
tme religion? 

8. To the Apostles, saying, " Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, haptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : teaching 
them to ohserve all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you ; and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world." Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. 

7. What is the earliest instruction which we receive in 
religion ? 

8. The explanation of our baptismal vows in the 
Catechism. 

T. By whom is that instruction afterwards enlarged 
and carried on? 

8, By our spiritual pastors. 

T, How are the first believers recorded to have lived? 
JcU, ii. 42, 46. 

8, ^* They continued steadfastly in the AposUes' doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers ;" 
and were daily with one accord in the temple. 

T, Where do we find the Apostles' doctrine summed up ? 

8. In the Apostles' Creed. 

T, How is their fellowship described ? 

8, '* All that believed were together, and had all things 
common : and sold their possessions, and goods, and 
parted them to all men as every man had need." 

T, How do we continue the " breaking of bread ?" 

8. In the Holy Communion. 

T. May we even now continue daily with one accord, 
in the temple, praising God ? 

8. Yes ; if we attend the daily services of the Church. 

T, Who may hope to be defended by trod's mighty 
power? 
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8. Those who do lean only upon the hope of His 
heavenly grace. 

T, Can we he accepted hy our own merits ? 

S. No. " Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost j which He shed on us abundantly, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour ; that being justified by His grace, we 
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
U£e." TUtu, iii. 5-7. 

T, Hath God appointed any outward and visible signs 
cfi iJtoB grace ? 

8. Yes : the two Sacraments. Compare Heb, x, 22. 

The EpisOe, Col. iii. 12. 

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel against any ; even as Christ forgave you, 
so also do ye. And above all these things put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let 
the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which 
also ye are called in one body : and be ye thankfiiL 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom ; teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever 
ye do in word or deed, do all in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

T. How does St. Paul address the Gentiles in this 
Epistle ? 
8. As " the elect of God." 
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T. YHiy did he consider them as such ? 
8. Because God had now given them the Holy Ghost 
even as he did to the Jews, Acts^ zy. 8. 

7. What may we obsenre concerning the teaching of 
the Epistles, for the Sundays after Epiphany ? 

S. They teach the new duties of those who have been 
admitted into the fellowship of Christ's true religion. 
T. What is the first duty here set forth ? 

8. To put on '^ bowels of mercies, and kindness.'* 
T. What is the next? and how described ? 

S, " Humbleness of mind," i. e. not the appearance 
or practice only, but the true inward feeling of humility. 

T. How may we show " long-sufifering ? " 

8. Bearing our own soirows or the ii\ju8tice of others 
with patience, waiting God's time of relief 

T, What conduct does St. Paul exhort us towards one 
another ? 

8. " Forbearing one another." t. e, not hasty in taldng 
offence, but bearing the weaknesses and sins of others 
with indulgence. *' Count him not as an enemy, but 
admonish him as a brother" (2 Thets. iil. 10), and *^ for- 
giving one another." 

T. What motive does he set before us ? 

8, Christfs example, who forgave us. 

T, How are we taught to fulfil the law of Christ? 
Oal. vi. 1. 

8. " Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness ; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and 8o fulfil the law of 
Christ." 

T, What does St. Paul call the bond of perfectness ? 

8. Charily. 

T. Why is it so? 

M 
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S. Without charity, all gifts are nothing ; but mih. it 
we have all viilues. 1 Cor. xiii. 

T. What follows these rules for our conduct towards 
man? 

S, Eules concerning our communion with God. 

T. How are our hearts to he ruled ? 

S, By the " peace of God." 

T. What motive have we especially to this ? 

S, We are called to it in one body (Christ's Church). 

T, If in one body only, what should this teach us ? 

S. Unity ; to endeavour " to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace." Eph. iv. 3. 

T, What is our first duty in our communion with God? 

S. Thankfulness, for this calling and election being 
extended to us. 

T, Where shall we find the Word of Christ? 

8, In the Gospels. 

T. Shall we merely read it ? 

S, No ; it must " dwell in us richly in all wisdom," 
i. e, bring forth fruits in well-doing. 

T. Does St. James exhort us in a like manner ? 

8. " Is any among you afl^cted ? let him pray. Is any 
merry ? let him sing psalms." c. 5, v. 10. 

T, Where may we look for such spiritual songs," 
suited to sorrow or joy ? 

8. In the Psalms of David. 

T, How must we sing them ? Heb. xiii. 9. 

8. With grace in our hearts. " It is a good thing that 
the heart be established with grace." 

T. Finally, how shall we make our daily duties accept- 
able to God ? 

8. Doing them " all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by Him." 

T. Bepeat the words in St. Paul's Epistle to the 
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Ephesians, y. 19, 20, which describe the like effect of the 
Spirit in ns. 

8. " Be filled with the Spirit ; speaking to yourselves 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks 
always for all things unto God and the Father, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

The Oospd. St. Matt. ziii. 24. 

Te^: kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed in his field ; but while men 
slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the 
wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was 
sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared 
the tares also. So the servants of the householder 
came, and said unto him. Sir, didst not thou sow 
good seed in thy field ? from whence then hath it 
tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done 
this. The servants said unto him. Wilt thou then 
that we go and gather them up ? But he said, Nay : 
lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also 
the wheat with them. Let both grow together until 
the harvest ; and in the time of harvest I will say 
to the reapers, Grather ye together first the tares, 
and bind them in bundles to bum them : but gather 
the wheat into my bam. 

T. For what did we pray in the Collect ? 
S. For God's Church and household. 
T. To whom is the kingdom of heaven, or Christ's 
Church, Ukened in this Gospel ? 
8. To a man, which sowed good seed in his field. 
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T, What does the seed signify? 

8, The children of the kingdom, i. e. those who are 
planted in the Church by holy baptism. 

T. Who has planted us there? 

8, The Son of Man. 

T, What are we taught that there must ever be in 
Christ's Church? 

8» A mixture of good and evil. 

T, By whom is the evil sown, even among Christ's 
people ? 

8» By the enemy, the devil. 

T, How may we know the tares, or children of the 
devil? 

8, " He that committeth sin is of the devil.*' 1 John^ 
m, 8. Christ says of the unbelieving Jews, " Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in Mm : 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own, for he 
is a Har and the father of it." John, viii. 44. 

T, When did the enemy come ? 

8» While men slept. 

T* What should this teach us ? 

8, To " watch and pray that we enter not into tempt- 
ation." Matt. xxvi. 41. 

T. May not his work be concealed for a time ? 

8, Yes. We may seem to be good while we nourish 
evil in our hearts. *^ And no marvel, for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light" 2 Cor, xi. 14. 

T, How are we comforted concerning this mixture of 
good and evil? Rom, ix. 22, 23. 

8» ** What if God, willing to show His wrath, and to 
make His power known, endured with much long-suf- 
fering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction : And 
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that He might make known the riches of His glory on the 
yessels of mercy, which He had afore prepared unto glory." 

T, What do we learn by the householder's answer to 
his servants ? 

8, God's mercy, who will not destroy the just with the 
unjust. 

T, Is not this delay in mercy also to the wicked? 2 
FeU iii. 9. 

S, Tes; the Lord is *' long -suffering to usward, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance." 

T. What duty have we been taught towards each other 
in the Epistle ? 

8, Forbearance and forgiveness : we must leave the 
judgment of others to God. 

T, What does the harvest signify ? 

8, The end of the world. ^ 

T. Who are the reapers who will gather and bum the 
tares? 

8, " The angels, whom the Son of Man shall send 
forth, and they shall gather out of His kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity ; And 
shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father." 
MatU xiii. 41-48. 

The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany. 

The Collect, 

God, whose blessed Son was manifested that He 

might destroy the works of the devil, and make us 

the sons of God, and heirs of eternal life ; Grant us, 

m2 
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we beseech Thee, that, haying this hope, we may 
purify ourselves, even as He is pure ; that, when He 
shall appear again with power and great glory, we 
may be made like unto Him in His eternal and 
glorious kingdom ; where with Thee, Father, and 
Thee, Holy Ghost, He liveth and reigneth, ever 
one Gk)d, world without end. Amen, 

T. What do we declare in this Collect was the object 
of Christ's manifestation ? 

8, '^ To destroy the works of the devil, and make ns 
the sons of God and heirs of eternal life." 1 John, iii. 8. 

T. What was the state of man, who had yielded to the 
power of Satan before Christ's coming on earth ? 

8, A state of darkness (sin, and unbelief) and con- 
demnation. 

T, What was the purpose of Christ's manifestation 
to the Gentiles, declared by St. Paul before Agrippa? 
Acts, xxvi. 18. 

8, " To open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
ness to light, and &om the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheri- 
tance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in 
me." 

T. What way has Christ opened to us to become the 
sons of God and heirs of eternal life ? 

8. To believe and be baptized. Mark, xvi. 16. 

T, How did He accomphsh our redemption? CoL 
L 20-22. 

8. Through the blood of His cross. " You that were 
sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His 
flesh through death, to present you holy, and unblame- 
able, and unreproveable in His sight." 
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T. Hath the devil still power to molest the sons of 
God? 

S, Yes, they must put on ** the whole armonr of God 
— to stand against the wiles of the devil." BjK, vi. 11. 

T, Wm all who have heen baptized inevitably possess 
the inheritance ? 

8, No. " For if after they have escaped the pollutions 
of the world, through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, 
and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than 
the beginning. For it had been better for them not to 
have known the way of righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy commandment 
delivered unto them." 2 VeU ii. 20, 21. 

T. What do we therefore pray for ourselves who have 
this hope ? / 

8, That ** we may phrify ourselves, even as He is 
pure." / 

T. Was He subject to temptations like ourselves on 
earth, and yet pure ? | 

8. Yes ; " For we hive not an high-priest which can- 
not be touched with llie feeling of our infirmities : but 
was in all points tenvpted like as we are, yet without 
sin." Heh, iv. 15. / 

T, What does thei Prophet Habakkuk declare con* 
ceming God ? B.ah, i. 1 3. 

8, " Thou art of furer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canst not look on iniquity." 

T, Does St. Paul give us hope that we may prevail 
over our impurities ? 2 Cor, x. 3-6. 

8. Yes. ** For though we walk in the flesh, we do not 
war after the flesh : [for the weapons of our warfare are 
not csmal, but Bidghty through God, to the pulling down 
ofstron holds;) casting down imaginations, and every 
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high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and hnnging into captivity every thought to the 
ohedience of Christ." 

T. What do we look forward to ? 

S. Christ's second coming, *^ with power and great 
glory." 

T. What may we then hope to be made who have 
striven to purify ourselves, even as He is pure? 

S. Like unto Him in His eternal and glorious kingdom.'* 

T, How does St. Paul explain this work of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ? PhU, iii, 21. 

8. " Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the 
working whereby He is able even to subdue all things 
unto Himself." 

T, Whom do we address in the last words of the Collect? 

8. God the Father, and the H^oly Ghost. 

T. What do we declare ? 1 

8. Christ liveth and dwelleth ^with them-— One God, 
world without end. 

The EpMe. 1 St. jjohn, iii. I. 

Behold, what manner of l(Ve the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God : therefore the world knowethus not, because 
it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be : 
but we know, that, when He shall appear, we shall 
be Uke Him ; for we shall see Him as He is. And 
every man that hath this hope in him puiifieth 
himseK, even as He is pure. Whosoever committeth 
sin transgresseth also the law ; for ^ is the tran&- 
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greBsion of the law. And ye know that He was 
manifested to take away our sins ; and in Him is no 
sin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not : who- 
soever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither known 
Him. Little children, let no man deceive you : he 
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is 
righteous. He that committeth sin is of the devil : 
for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He 
might destroy the works of th« devil. 

T. How has the Collect taught us we become sons of 
God? 

8. By the manifestation of Christ. 

T, To whom was this privilege given according to St. 
John, i. 12? 

S. '' As many as received Him, to them gave He power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
His name." 

T, How do we declare our belief in Christ ? 

S. By being baptized into His Church. 

T. How may we receive Him, now, to the strengthening 
and refreshing of our souls ? 

8. In the Holy Communion. 

T. "What does St. John call our attention to, in the 
Epistle? 

a. The Father's love. 

T. "What trial does he set before us ? 

8. " The world knoweth us not, because it knew Him 
not." 

T. How did our Saviour declare this to His disciples ? 
John, XV. 19, 20. 

8, " If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own : but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
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chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you. Eemember the word that I said unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have per- 
secuted me, they also will persecute you; if they have 
kept my saying, they mil keep yours also." 

T. "What knowledge have we to comfort us ? 

8. " When He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is." 

T. Why cannot we comprehend this change, now? 

8. ** The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto him : 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned." 1 Cor, ii. 14. 

T. What is the duty of " every man that hath this 
hope ? " 

8, " To purify himself, even as he is pure." 

T. From whence comes our greatest hindrance in 
accomplishing this? 

8. •* Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies : 
these are the things which defile a man." Matt. xv. 1 9, 20. 

T. How does St. Paul exhort us to regulate our 
thoughts ? Phil, iv. 8. 

8. " Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report : if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things." 

T, What is the transgression of the law ? 

8. Sin. 

T. How did Christ take away our sin ? ' 

8. ** The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all," Isa. 
liii. 6. " For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin, " 2 Cor. v. 21. " Who His own self bare our 
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sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sin, should live unto righteousness." 1 Pet. ii. 24. 

T. What is the condemnation of those who sin ? 

8, " They have not seen Him, neither known Him." 

T. How did our Saviour describe the state of the Jews, 
as prophesied by Esaias (vi. 9), Matt. xiii. 10 ? 

S. *' This people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears 
are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed ; lest 
at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and should understand with their heart, and 
should be converted, and I should heal them." 

T. Are the hearers of the law then justified ? Rom, 
U. 13. 

8. No, " but the doers of the law shall be justified." 
" He that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is 
righteous." 

T. Were there deceivers in the world when the Epistle 
was written ? 

8. Yes ; St John warns his brethren : " Beloved, be- 
lieve not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are 
of God : because many false prophets are gone out into 
the world." I John, iv. 1. And in 2 John, 7, " Many 
deceivers are entered into the world." 

T. How were these to be known as deceivers ? 

8. " Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh is not of God." 1 John, iv. 3. 

T. How are the children of the devil to be known ? 

8. By their works. *^ He that committeth sin is of the 
devil." 

T. What was the first work of the devil ? 

8. In the beginning he tempted man to sin by a lie. 

T. How is his power destroyed in us ? 

8. By the coming of Christ. And henceforth, "If we 
resist him, he wiU flee from us." James, iv. 7. 
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The Go8pd, St. Matt. xxiv. 23. 

Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is 
Christ, or there ; beUeve it not. For there shall 
arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall 
show great signs and wonders ; insomuch that (if it 
were possible) they shall deceive the very elect. Be- 
hold, I have told you before. Wherefore, if they 
shall say unto you. Behold, he is in the desert; ; go 
not forth : behold, he is in the secret chambers ; be- 
lieve it not. For as the Ughtning cometh out of the 
east, and shineth even unto the west ; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of Man be. For wheresoever 
the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered toge- 
ther. Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from hea- 
ven, and tl^e powers of the heavens shall be shaken. 
And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven : and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in 
the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 
And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. 

T. What does Christ foretell in these words ? 
8, The 'destruction of Jerusalem. 
T, What is this the type of? 

8, The last day, when He shall oome to judge the 
world. 
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T. Against whom does Christ warn His people ? 

8. Against false Ghrists and false prophets, who should 
arise and show great signs and wonders. 

T. What do we learn of the power of snch, and the 
state of those whom they are permitted to deceive? 
2 Tkess. iL 8-12. 

8. " And then shall that Wicked he revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, 'and 
shall destroy with the hrightness of His coming : even 
him, whose coming is after the working of Satan, with all 
power, and signs, and lying wonders, and with all de- 
ceivableness of nnrighteousness in them that perish; 
hecanse they received not the love of the truth that they 
might he saved. And for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should heUeve a lie : that they 
all might he damned who helieved not the truth, hut had 
pleasure in unrighteousness.^' 

T. What do we read of the elect of God? Bom, viii. 
29, 30. 

8. ** For whom He did foreknow, He also did predes- 
tinate to he conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might he the firsthom among many hrethren. Moreover, 
whom He did predestinate, them He also caUed; and 
whom He called, them He sdso justified; and whom He 
justified, them He also glorified.** 

T. Are we all called to be the elect of God ? 

8. Yes. We are " elect according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ." 1 Pet i. 2, 

T, What does St Peter urge upon all men ? 2 Pet. 

iia 

S, ^ Give diligence to make your calling and election 
sure.** 

N 
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T, How does Christ describe the safety of His own 
sheep ? John, x. 27-29. 

8. *^ My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me. And I give unto them eternal life ; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of My hand. My Father which gave them Me is 
greater than all ; and no man is able to pluck them out of 
My Father's hand." 

T, Wherefore did Christ tell of these false teachers ? 

S. To warn the Jews (who were deceived by many 
such when those days came of which Christ spoke), and 
those who should hereafter be deceived about His second 
coming, and led away from the true faith. 

T, How did He bid His people receive their communi- 
cations ? 

8. They were to abide quietly in their own place, be- 
lieving nothing they should say, however plausible. 

T. Shall there be any doubt about His coming when it 
takes place ? 

8, No, for it shall be as lightning which cometh out 
of the east, and shineth even unto the west. 

T. What proverb does our Saviour make use of to ex- 
press that God's judgments await those who deserve 
them ? 

8. " Wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles 
be gathered together." 

T. How doth Job describe the eagle ? Job, xxxix. 28-80. 

8. " She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the 
crag of the rock, and the strong place. From thenee she 
seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off. Her 
young oned also suck up blood ; and where the slain are, 
there is she." 

T. How did the prophet Joel describe the terrors of 
the day of judgment ? Joel, ii. 10, 31 ; iii. 1 5. 
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S. '* The sun and the moon shall be dark, and the 
stars shall withdraw their shining. And I will show 
wonders in the heayens and in the earth, blood, and 
fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord come. The sun and the moon 
shall be darkened, and the sturs shall withdraw their 
shining." 

71 How does Amos describe the same sign of dark- 
ness ? Amos, y. 20 ; yiii. 9. 

S. " Shall not the day of the Lord be darkness, and 
not light? Eyen yeiy dark, and no brightness in it." 
*^ And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord 
God, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and 
I will darken the earth in the clear day." 

T, {Strange sights were seen in heayen before the 
taking of Jerusalem; a comet, like a sword, hung over 
the city for a year, and strange sounds were heard.) 
How did the prophet Zechariah describe prophetically 
the mourning of all the tribes ? Zech. xii. 10, 11. 

8. " I will pour upon the house of Dayid and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of sup- 
plications : and they shall look upon Me whom they 
pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one moumeth 
for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as 
one that is [in bitterness for his first-bom. In that 
day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as 
the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the VaUey of Megid- 
don." 

T, When did the disciples once behold the Son of 
Man in the clouds of heaven ? 

8. When He ascended up into heaven. Acts, i. 9, 10. 

T. What was the assurance of the angels who then 
spoke with them ? 
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8, *' This same Jesus, which is taken np from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
Him go into heaven." AdSy i. 11. 

T. What shall he the signal of the end of all things ? 

S, The trumpet shall sound. 

T, Who will first hear that sound ? 

S. '* The dead in Christ shall rise first" 1 Thess. iv. 
16 ; 1 Car, xv. 52. 

T. What is St. John's ii^junction to aU Christians ? 
1 Johfiy ii. 28. ^ 

8, ** And now, little children, ahide in Him ; that when 
He shall appear we may have confldencei and not he 
ashamed hefore Him at His coming." 

T. (This Collect, Epistle, and Gospd, are sometimes 
appointed to he read hefore the season \)f Advent, heing 
suitahle either to meditation on our Lord's manifesta- 
tion, and the reasons of it; or His second Coming, and 
our preparation for it.) 

The Sunday called SEFTUAaEsniA, or the Third 
Sunday before Lent. 

Lord, we beseech Thee favourably to hear the 
prayers of Thy people ; that we, who are justly 
punished for our offences, may be mercifully deli- 
vered by Thy goodness, for the glory of Thy Name ; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen, 

T, How do we beseech God to hear our prayers in this 
Collect? 
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8. Fayourably, t. «. of His fayoar, or mercy, or loving- 
kindness. 

T, What claim have we on God's favour ? 

8. We are His people. 

T. Who nsed to be God's favoured people 7 

8. The Jews. 

T, How are we Gentiles, who in times past were not a 
people, now the people of God 7 

8. Through Jesus Christ, " who gave Himself for us, 
that He might redeem us £rom all iniquity, and purify 
unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." 
Titus, ii. 14. 

T. What do we confess in this Collect 7 

8. '' We are justly punished for our offences." 

T. What offence do we still besr the penalty of 7 

8. The sin of our first parents. '* By one man's 
offence death reigned." Bom. v. 17. 

T. In what ways do we all offend ? 

8. By thought, (JameSf iii. 2) word, and deed. 

T. Is the confession of the justice of our punishment 
pleasing to God 7 

8. Yes. *' If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." 1 John, L 9. 

r. Which of our Saviour's parables teach such humble 
, confession ? 

8. That of the prodigal son, who, " when he came to 
himself, said, I wiU arise and go to my father, and will 
say unto him. Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son : 
make me as one of thy hired servants." Luke, xv. 18, 19. 
And that of the Pharisee and the publican, where 
we read, " the Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 

n2 
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himself, God, I thank Thee, I am not as other men are, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this pub- 
lican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I 
possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not 
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon 
his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I 
tell you this man went down to his house justified rather 
than the other : for every one that exalteth himself shall 
be abased ; and he that himibleth himself shall be ex- 
alted." Luke, xviii. 11-14. 

T, Give an instance of one who, confessing his own 
sin and the justice of his punishment, was accepted by 
Christ. 

8, The thief on the cross. Lukej xxiii. 41, 43. 

T, How are we often punished in this world for sin ? 

8, By trials, sickness, and sudden losses. 

T. What does St. Paul declare concerning those Co- 
rinthians who received the Lord's Supper unworthily ? 

8. *' For this cause many are weak and sickly among 
you, and many sleep." 1 Cor. xi. 30. 

T. *^ Seeing then that offences must needs oome" 
(Matt, xviii. 7), what do we pray? 

8. To be mercifully delivered by God's goodness. 

T. Will God deliver such as call upon Him only in 
tune of need ? Prov. i. 24, 28. 

8. " Because I have called, and ye refused ; I have 
stretched out My hand, and no man regarded ; But ye 
have set at nought all My counsel, and would none of My 
reproof : I also will laugh at your calamity ; I will mock 
when your fear cometh. Then shall they call upon Me, 
but I will not answer ; they shall seek Me early, but they 
shall not find Me." 

T, What must we do to make our prayer acceptable? 
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8. Bepent and amend. " For godly sorrow workeUi 
repentance to salvation not to be repented of." 2 Cor, 
viLlO. 

T, What will God's mercy conduce to ? 

8, The gloiy of His name. 

T. What do we call Christ in this Collect ? 

8. Our Saviour. " For He is able also to save th^ai to 
the uttermost that come unto Gtod by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them.** Seb, vii. 35. 

T. Why is Has Sunday called Septuagesima? 

8. It is about seventy days before Easter. 

T, " This and the two next Sundays and weeks were 
appointed as preparatives to the Lenten fast, that when 
it came it might be the more strictly and religiously ob- 
served." (Spabbow's RaiUmale). 

TheBpigUe. 1 Cor. iz. 24. 

Know ye not, that they which run in a race run 
aU, but one receiveth the prize ? So run that ye may 
obtain. And every man that striveth for the mas- 
tery is temperate in all things : now they do it to 
obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. 
I therefore so run, not as uncertainly ; so fight I, 
not as one that beateth the air : but I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection, lest that by 
any means, when I have preached to others, I my- 
self should be a castaway. 

T, St. Paul uses this figure of a race as familiar to 
the Corinthians, the public games being held near Co- 
rinth, where races were run, and the prizes given were 
either a crown of laurel, or some other leaves. What is 
the race that is set before us all ? 



140 SEFTtTAGEBIMA. 

8, The course of our mortal life. 

T, With whom have we to strive for the mastery ? 

8. ^* Against principalities and powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places." Eph, vi 12. 

T, What do the words of our baptismal covenant teach 
us are our enemies ? 

8, The world, the flesh, and the devil, i. e, the Evil 
Spirit, the evil of others, the evil in ourselves. 

T. What is a corruptible crown ? 

8, One which fades away (^the Corinthian's prize was 
of leaves). 

T, What was the uncertainty of those who sought it ? 

8. That they should be the one who received the prize. 

T. But what is our prize ? 

8. An incorruptible crown — "a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away." 1 Pet, v. 4. 

T. What does it mean to run " not as uncertainly ? " 

8, Not doubting, or for uncertain reward, but in sure 
and certain faith. 

T, How did those prepare themselves to win in these 
bodily exercises ? 

. 8. They disciplined their bodied, often by fasting and 
painful exercises. 

T. How must we keep under our bodies, and keep our 
vows? 

8, By temperance and self-denial in all things, re- 
nouncing the sinful lusts of the flesh. 

T. What does our Saviour call this ? 

8, Taking up our cross and following Him. Afa^^xvi. 24. 

T, To what must the body be kept in subjection ? 

8, To the Spirit. 

T, What practice of mortifying the body do we read of 
in the Gospel ? 
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8, That of fasting, practised by onr Savkmr {Maii, iv,), 
John the Baptist {Mark, i. 6), and the disciples (Aci$, 
ziii. 3). 

T. What ways have we all of denying ourselves ? 

S. Giving up our own will and pleasure to others, 
abstaining froAi unprofitable amusements, denying our- 
selves to give alms, and fasting according to our Sa;vioiir'a 
precepts. 

T. Why does St Paul say he kept under his body f 

8» *^ Lest that by any means, when he had preaehed 
to others, he himself should be a castaway." 

T, What is a castaway ? 

8, One rejected after trial. 

T. What does such a feeling in one who had suffered 
80 much for Christ's sake teach us ? 

8. Humility, distrust of ourselves, and ceaseless watch- 
fulness. 

The Gostpd. St. Matt. xx. 1. 

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is 
an-householder, which went out early in the morn- 
ing to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when 
he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a-day 
he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out 
about the third hour, and saw others standing idle 
in the maiket-place, and said unto them, Go ye also 
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give 
you. And they went .their way. Again he went 
out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did like- 
wise. And about the eleventh hour he went out, 
and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, 
Why stand ye Here all the day idle ] They say unto 
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him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto 
them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever 
is right, that shall ye receive. So when even was 
come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, 
Call the labourers, and 'give them their hire, be- 
ginning from the last unto the first. And when 
they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, 
they received every man a penny. But when the 
first came, they supposed that they should have 
received more ; and they likewise received every man a 
penny. And when they had received it, they murmured 
against the good man of the house, saying. These last 
have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made 
them equal unto us, which have borne the burden 
and heat of the day. But he answered one of them, 
and said. Friend, I do thee no wrong ; Didst thou 
not agree with me for a penny ? Take that thine is, 
and go thy way ; I will give unto this last even as 
unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will 
with mine own 1 Is thine eye evil, because I am 
good ? So the last shall be first, and the first last : 
for many be called, but few chosen. 

T. On what occasion did our Lord relate this parable ? 

S. Immediately after the departure uf the rich young 
man, who went away rather thou sell his goods and give 
to the poor. 

T. What is the kingdom of heaven likened unto ? 

S. A vineyard, t. e, a place where vines or grape plants 
are grown. 

T. Whom has Christ sometimes likened unto a vine? 

S. Himself and His people. " I am the vine, ye are 
the branches/' John, xv. 5. 
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T, What has been spoken of under this figure by David 
and Isaiah ? 

S. The Jewish Church — the vine which God brought 
out of Egypt. P«. Ixxx. 8. /«a. v. 1, 

T. How do we enter Christ's vineyard ? 

S, By Holy Baptism. 

T, How many times do we read of the householder 
calling workmen into his vineyard ? 

S. Five times. Early in the morning, at the third, 
sixth, ninth, and eleventh hours, which answer to our 
nine, twelve, three, and five o'clock. 

T. What do we remark of those who were called ? 

8, They were waiting, ready to obey His call when 
received. 

T. If our earliest caU to Christ's service is at baptism, 
mention other later calls. 

8, Confirmation and every invitation to the Lord's 
Supper. 

r. What common events may we look upon as calls ? 

8, Every warning we receive by sermons, good advice, 
or examples, or our own feelings inspired by the Holy 
Spirit moving us to a more holy life. 

T, What were those who were called expected to do ? 

8, To labour in the Lord's vineyard, as they were com- 
manded. 

jT. How may we do this ? 

8, By preparing the ground of our hearts by peni- 
tence and prayer; rooting up the weeds of evil desires 
and purposes, and receiving and distributiDg the seed of 
the word of God with thankfulness, and doing our duty 
in that state of life into which it hath pleased God to 
cfiJl us. 

T. How may this parable be compared with the cfiJling 
of the Jews and Gentiles ? » 
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S, The Jews were first called, the Gentiles last; yet 
now the last are first. 

T, Wherefore did Paul and Barnabas declare God's 
word to the Gentiles ? Acts, ziii. 46, 47. 

8. Because of the unbelief of the Jews. They said, 
** It was necessary that the word of God should first have 
been spoken to you : but seeing ye put it from you, and 
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn 
to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded us, 
saying, I have set thee to be a light to the Gentiles, that 
thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the 
earth." 

T, What do we notice in the payment of the la- 
bourers? 

S. Each man received the same pay, a penny. (This 
was equal to sevenpence hal^enny of our money.) 

T. What was their conduct upon this ? 

8, ** They murmured against the good man of the 
house." 

T. Did not the Jews likewise murmur at the Gentiles 
sharing their privileges? 

8, Yes. We read " they were filled with envy," Ads^ 
ziii 45 ; and when Paul at Jerusalem declared his mis- 
sion to the Gentiles, " they gave him audience unto this 
word, and then lifted up their voices, and said. Away with 
such a fellow from the earth; for it is not fit that he 
should live, ActSy xzii. 22. 

T, What do we learn from the answer of the husband- 
man? 

8. God will do His own wilL 

T. How does St. Paul warn the Gentiles who have 
been graffed into the good olive-tree ? Bom. xi. 18-22. 

8. ^ Boast not against the branches ; but if thou boast, 
thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt 
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say then, the branches were broken off that I might be 
graffed in. Well ; became of unbelief they were broken 
off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, 
but fear: for if God spared not the natural branches, 
take heed lest he also spare not thee. Behold, there- 
fore, the goodness and severity of God : on them which 
fell, severity ; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue 
in his goodness : otherwise thou also shalt be cut off" 

T. May we defer working in Christ's vineyard till the 
eleventh hour, and hope to be accepted ? 

S, No. Those who followed their Lord in the parable 
at that hour were not called b^ore, 

ThB SUIIDAY GALLED SeXAGEBIMA, OR THE SECOND 

Sunday before lent. 

2%e Collect. 

Lord God, who seest that we put not our trust 
in any thing that we do ; Mercifully grant that by 
Thy power we may be defended against all adversity ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen» 

T, What do we begin* our prayer by saying ? 

8, " Lord God, who seest that we put not our trust 
in any thing that we do." 

T, What is the meaning of putting our trust in what 
we do? 

S, Believing that our works are sufficient to save us 
without^he help of God. 

T. Give an instance of one who trusted in his own 
righteousness, from our Lord's parables. 

S. The Pharisee {Lukef xviii. 12) who went up to the 
temple to pray, and stood and prayed thus with himself, 
" God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, ex- 
tortioners, ui\)ust, adulterers, or even as this pubUcan. I 

o 
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fast twice in the week, I give tithes of aU that I possess." 
Luke, xviii. 12. 

T. Was he condemned for these works ? 

8. No ; but for trusting in them. 

T. Can we be saved without works ? 

8. No ; ^' for as the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead also." James, ii. 26. 

T, What do we notice in the conduct of the accepted 
of the Lord in the account of the last judgment ? Matt. 
XXV. 31-46. 

8. They followed our Lord's injunction. "When ye 
shall have done all those things which are commanded 
you, say, We are unprofitable servants : we have done 
that which was our duty to do." Luke, xvii. 10. They 
did not consider their good works worthy to be counted 
as service to God, or deserving of any reward. 

T. What are we taught ? Tit. iii. 5. 

8. " Not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing 
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost." 

T. How do we continue our prayer ? 

8. "Mercifully grant that by Thy power we may be 
defended against all adversity." 

T. What are adversities ? 

8. Troubles or sorrows; things adverse, ».«. contrary 
to our happiness. 

T. What danger are we in when trouble comes upon us ? 

8. Of being offended, and falling away, not submitting 
to God. 

T. How are such people described in our Lord's para- 
ble of the sower ? Mark, iv. 16, 17. 

8. As seed sown on stony ground ; " who, when they 
have heard the word, immediately receive it with glad- 
ness ; and have no root in themselves, and so endure but 
for a time: afterwards, when affliction or persecution 
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ariseth for the world's sake, immediately they are 
offended." 

T. Does God send us trouble for our good ? 

S. Yes. " Whom the Lord loveth He chastenelh, and 
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth. Now no 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous : nevertheless, afterwards it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby.*' Heh, xii. 6, 11. " Tribulation worketh pa- 
tience ; and patience, experience ; and experience, hope." 
Rom, V. 8, 4. 

T. How will God then defend us by His power from 
adversities ? 

8, By making *' all things work together for good to 
them that love God." Ram, viii. 28. 

T. Why is this Sunday called Sexagesima Sunday ? 

8. Being ah<mt sixty days before Easter. 

The Episde, 2 Cor. xi. 19. 

Ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are 
wise. For ye suffer if a man bring you into bond- 
age, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a 
man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face. I 
speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been 
weak : howbeit, whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak 
foolishly), I am bold also. Are they Hebrews 1 so 
am I. Are they Israelites ? so am L Are they the 
seed of Abraham ? so am L Are they ministers of 
Christ ? (I speak as a fool,) I am more : in labours 
more abundant ; in stripes above measure ; in pri- 
sons more frequent ; in deaths oft. Of the Jews five 
times received I forty stripes save one ; thrice was I 
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beaten with rods ; once was I stoned ; thrice I suf- 
fered shipwreck ; a night and a day I have been in 
the deep ; in journeying often ; in perils of waters ; 
in perils of robbers ; in perils by mine own country- 
men ; in perils by the heathen ; in perils in the 
city ; in perils in the wilderness ; in perils in the 
sea ; in perils among false brethren ; in weariness 
' and painfulness ; in watchings often ; in himger and 
thirst ; in fastings often ; in cold and nakedness ; 
besides those things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 
Who is weak, and I am not weak ? who is 
offended, and I bum not ? If I must needs glory, I 
will glory of the things which concern mine infirmi- 
ties. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie 
not. 

T, (St. Paul here speaks of himself as forced to boast 
after the manner of fools to the Corinthians, who had 
been deceived by false apostles.) For what reason does 
he say they bore with reproach, and wrong, and con- 
tempt from such gladly ? 

8, " Seeing they themselves were wise," i,e, considering 
themselves so. 

T. What does he then proceed to show ? 

S, That in labours and sufferings he himself was not 
a whit behind the very chiefest apostles ; that he might 
prove his superiority to these, for their sakes. 

T, How did he declare his Jewish origin in his de- 
fence at Jerusalem ? Acts, zxiL 3. 

8, " I am verily a man which am a Jew, bom in 
Tarsus, a city in Gilicia, yet brought up in this city at the 
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feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect 
manner of the fathers." 

T. How did he further speak of these privileges in 
PhU. iii. 5 ? 

S. ** Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee." 

T. How did he approve liimself a minister of Christ ? 
2 Cor, vi. 4, 5. 

8, By suffering. 

T, On what occasion do we read of his being beaten 
with rods ? 

8. When he had cast out the spirit of divination in the 
young damsel at Philippi. Act$, xvi. ]6-23. 

T. When was he stoned ? 

8. After he and Barnabas refused the worship of the 
people at Lystra, ^ the people having stoned Paul, drew 
him out of the city, supposing he had been dead." Ad^^ 
adv. 19. 

T. When did he meet with shipwreck ? 

8, When carried a prisoner to Home, on the island 
called Melita (Malta). AcU, xxvii. 40, 41. 

T, Mention some of his perils among his own country- 
men and the heathen. 

8. When he confounded the Jews at Damascus, <* they 
took counsel to kill him" (^Acts, ix. 23); in Antioch, they 
expelled Paul and Barnabas out of their coasts {Acts, 
xiii. 50) ; at Iconium, " there was an assault made both of 
the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, to 
use them despitefully, and to stone them" {Acts, xiv. 5) ; 
at Ephesus, " a certain man named Demetrius, a silver- 
smith, which made silver shrines for Diana," raised an 
uproar against him {Ads, xix. 24-20). 

o2 
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T, How did he explain his " watchings," when taking 
leave of the elders at Miletus ? 

8. ^* Remember, that by the space of three years I 
ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.** 
ActSj zx. 31. 

T. What care was added to these ? 

S, The care of all the churches. 

T. How does he express his sympathy with the weak? 
1 Cor, ix. 22. 

8. <* To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain 
the weak.'* 

T, In what does he glory ? 

8, In the things which concern his infirmities. 

T. How does he explain this ? 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10. 

8, " Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's 
sake : for when I am weak, then am I strong." 

The Oovpd, Si Luke, viii. 4. 

When much people were gathered together, and 
were come to him out of every dty, he spake by a 
parable : A sower went out to sow his seed ; and as 
he sowed, some fell by the way-side, and it was trod- 
den down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. And 
some fell upon a rock, and as soon as it was sprung 
up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. 
And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang 
up with it, and choked it. And other fell on good 
ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundred- 
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fold. And when he had said these things, he cried. 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. And his 
disciples asked him, saying. What might this parable 
be ? And he said, Unto you it is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God : but to others in 
parables ; that seeing they might not see, and hear- 
iDg they might not understand. Now the parable is 
this : The seed is the Word of God. Those by the 
way-side are they that hear ; then cometh the devil, 
and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest 
they should believe, and be saved. They on the 
rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the 
word with joy ; and these have no root, which for a 
while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 
And that which fell among thorns, are they, which, 
when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with 
cares, and riches, and pleasures of this life, and bring 
no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground, 
are they, which in an honest and good heart, having 
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience. 

T. Was our Lord now known throaghout every city? 

S, Yes. Wd read in the beginning of this chapter: 
*' And it came to pass afterward, that He went through- 
out every city and village, preaching and showing the 
glad tidings of the kingdom of God ; and the twelve were 
with Him." 

T. What was our Saviour's answer to the twelve before 
explaining the parable of the sower ? 

8 J " To you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God : but to others in parables ; that see- 
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ing they might not see, and hearing they might not 
understand." 

T. How was this revealed to the prophet Isaiah in a 
vision, hy the voice of God? Isa, vi. 9, 10. 

8. " And He said, Go and tell this people, Hear ye in- 
deed, hut understand not ; and see ye indeed, hut perceive 
not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their 
ears heavy and shut their eyes ; lest they see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and convert and be healed." 

T, What is the seed sown in our hearts ? 

8. The word of God. 

T, Give an instance of one who heard the word of 
God, and the devil came and took away the word from him. 

8. Judas Iscariot at the Last Supper : " After the sop 
Satan entered into him." John, xiii. 27. 

T. Need we fear the devil having such power to 
harm us ? 

8, No. We are told : " Resist the devil and he will 
flee from you." James, iv. 7. 

T, Mention some who received the word gladly, and in 
time of temptation fell away. 

8. Those disciples who, when our Lord's words were 
hard to understand, ^^ went back, and walked no more 
with him." John, vi. 66. St. Peter Ukewise, and the 
other disciples, who fled when He was betrayed. 

T, How was St. Peter (and these last) restored ? 

8, By repentance. 

T, What comfort have we in temptations? 1 Cor. 
X. 13. 

8, " God is faithful, who will not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able ; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that we may be 
able to bear it." 
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T, Give an example of one in whom riches choked the 
good seed. 

8, The rich yonng man, " who went away sorrowful, 
for he had great possessions," when onr Lord bade 
him give these to the poor. Mali, txs., 20, 21. 

T, Did our Saviour say it was impossible for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of heaven ? 

8. No. *^ How hard is it for them that trmt in riches 
to enter into the kingdom of G-od." M<xrk^ x. 24. 

T. Mention a rich man who forsook not Christ at His 
death. 

8, Joseph of Arimatfaea. " He went to Pilate, and 
begged the body of Jesus. And when Joseph had taken 
the body, he wrapped it in a dean linen cloth, and laid it 
in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the 
rock." Matt, xxvii. 58-60. 

T, How are our hearts prepared for the reception of 
the seed ? 

S, By God's gift of the Spirit at baptism. 

T. How are we to bring forth fruit ? 

8, With patience. '* In your patience possess ye your 
soul." XuAre, xxi. 19. 

T. Why may we glory in tribulations also ? 

8. " Knowing that tribulation worketh patience ; and 
patience, experience ; and experience, hope ; and hope 
maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us." Rom, v. 3-5. 

T. What three dangers which threaten God's word in 
our souls are we warned against in this parable ? 

8, First, the devices of Satan; then, our own care- 
lessness ; and lastly, the snares of the world. 

T. When do we bind ourselves to strive against 
these ? 
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8. First, at Holy Baptism; again, at Confirmation; 
and always in a right reception of the Holy Communion. 

T. To whom most we look for pardon in our back- 
slidings ? 

S. To Jesus Christ, '' who is able also to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them." Seb, vii. 25. 

The Sunday called Quinquagebdca, or the next 

Sunday betore Lent. 

The Collect. 

O LoBD, who hast taught us that all our doings 
without charity are nothing worth ; send Thy Holy 
Ghost, and pour into our hearts that most excellent 
gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all 
virtues, without which whosoever liveth is counted 
dead before Thee : Grant this for Thine only Son 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen, 

T. How do we begin this Collect f 

8. '* Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings 
without charity are nothing worth." 

T. By whom do we say we are taught this ? 

8. By God Himself. 

T. How has He taught us ? 

8, As man; by His own example, and by His pre- 
cepts. 

T, What proof of perfect love did God the Father 
give us? 

8. " God so loved the world, that He gave His only, 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." JohUf iii. 16. 
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T, Were we deserving such love ? 

S. " While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 
{Bom. V. 8.) " God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ." Eph, 
ii. 4, 5. 

T, What is our Saviour's new commandment ? Johny 
ziii. 84. 

S, '*A new commandment I give unto you, that ye 
love one another ; as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another." 

T, Does charity consist in loving our brethren only ? 

8, No. Christ says, " Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, and do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefiilly use you and persecute 
you." {Matt v, 44.) And He prayed for His murderers : 
" Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they do." 
Luke, xxiii. 34. 

T. How has He taught us to express our charity in our 
prayers ? 

8, " Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors." 
Matt, vi. 12. 

T. How are we to pray for such perfect love ? 

8. " Send Thy Holy Ghost, and pour into our hearts 
that most excellent gift of charity," " because the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us." Horn. v. 5. 

T. What are called the fruits of the Spirit? Gal. v. 22. 

8, " Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance." 

T. How do we describe charity in the Collect ? 

8, As the " very bond of peace, and of all virtues." 
. T. In what sense is it a bond ? 
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8. He who has charity, has all other viitaes ; hecaose 
charity is the source of all. 

T. How is it especially the hond of peace ? 

8. *' Because love worketh no ill to his neighbour." 
Bom, ziii. 10. 

r. What do we mean by all virtues ? 

8, All that is good, and pure, and holy. 

T, Without charity, what does St. Paul say of himself? 

i9. << I am nothing." 

T. What do we acknowledge in the Collect f 

8, " We are counted dead ; " for" he that loveth not his 
brother, abideth in death." 1 John, iii. 14. 

T, Why is this Sunday called Quinquagesima ? 

8, It is about fifty days before Lent. 

The Epistle, 1 Cor. xiii. 1. 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, and have not charity, I am become as sound- 
ing brass, or a tinkling cymbaL And though I have 
the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge ; and though I have all faith, so 
that I could remove mountains, and have no charity, 
I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
Charity suffereth long, and is kind ; charity envieth 
not ; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth 
not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, ia 
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in 
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
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dureth all things. Charity never £edleth : but whe- 
ther there be prophecies, they shall fail ; whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease ; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in 
part, and we prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake as 
a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child ; 
but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things. For now we see through a glass darkly ; but 
then face to face : now I know in part ; but then 
shall I know even as also I am known. And now 
abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity. 

T, What does the word charity mean? 

S, Perfect love to man. 

T. Mention the gifts which without charity are of no 
avail. 

8. Prophec/, understanding mysteries, (i.e. hidden 
things), all knowledge, and faith. 

T. May our almsgiving be without charity ? 

8. Yes. We may do our alms ** before men to be seen 
of them." {MaU. vi. 1.) 

T, Can martyrdom save us ? 

8, Without charity it profiteth us nothing. 

T. How does St. Paul begin to describe it ? 

8. " Charity suffereth long, and is kind." 

T. What is long-sunering ? 

8. Suffering patiently even wrong and iigustice. 
" This is thankworthy, if a man for conscience sake 
towards God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.'* 1 Pet. 
ii. 19. 
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T, Who has given us a perfect example of this ? 

8, Jesas; "Who did no sin, neither was guile foand 
in His mouth : who, when He was reviled, reviled not 
again ; when He suffered, He threatened not ; hut com* 
mitted Himself to Him thatjudgeth righteously." 1 Pet, 
ii. 22, 23. 

T. What is envy, and where is it expressly forbidden ? 

S. A discontented desire for some advantage which 
others possess : it is forbidden in the Tenth Command- 
ment. 

T, Give some examples of envy destroying the love of 
brethren. 

8. Cam slew his brother from envy, for he was wroth, 
because ^* the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offer- 
ing : but unto Gain and to his offering He had no respect." 
(Oen, iv. 4, 5.) Esau hated Jacob, because of the blessing 
wherewith his father blessed him, and Esau said in his 
heart, *^ The days of mourning for my father are at hand ; 
then will I slay my brother." (Oen, xxvii. 41.) Joseph's 
brethren envied him and sold him into Egypt. Gen. 
xxxvii. 

T. How is charity contraiy to pride ? 

^. *' It vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itself unseemly," unbecomingly, without modesty. 

T. How must we avoid selfishly " seeking our own ?" 

8. By assisting others at the same time : " Let no man 
seek his own but another's wealth." 1 Cor, x. 24. 

T. Which of our Saviour's words are a warning against 
being easily provoked ? 

8, "Whosoever is angry with his brother without a 
cause shall be in danger of the judgment" 3£ait, v. 
22. 

T, What must we remember before thinking evil of 
others ? 
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S. " First to cast out the beam out of our own eye." 
Matt. vii. 5. 

T. Whose work is it to rejoice in iniquity ? 

S. The devil's. 

T. Who rejoice in those who turn from evil ? 

8. The angels. " There is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth." Luke, 
XV. 10. 

T. How may we show such charity ? 

S. By winning others to repentance. '* He which 
converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall 
save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of 
sins." James, v. 20. 

T, How may we show our charity in "bearing all 
things?" 

S. Bearing the infirmities of the weak {Rom. xv. 1), 
bearing one another's burdens." Oal. vi. 2. 

T. What wUl such love lead us to do ? 

S. To beheve all things, hope all things, endure all 
things ; in others, and for ourselves. 

T. When shall we receive perfection in heavenly 
knowledge ? 

S. At Christ's second coming. 

r. What shall be the diflference then ? 

S. ** Now we see through a glass darkly ; but then face 
to face : now I know in part ; but tlien shall I know even 
as also I am known." 

T. Which is the greatest of these three abiding prin- 
ciples in the Church ? 

S. Charity ; for it is love, and " God is love." 1 John, 
iv. 8. 

T. Why is not faith also everlasting ? 

S. " Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen." Heb. xi. 1 . 
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r. Why will not hope last for ever ? 

8. *^ Hope that is seen is not hope : for what a man 
seeth, why doth he yet hope for ? " Bom, viii. 24. 

T. When will our faith and hope he accomplished ? 

8. At our Saviour's second coming, who is " the author 
and finisher of our faith" {ffeb. zii. 1), when we shall 
receive the promise of eternal life, which we now hope 
for. 

The Oospd, St. Luke, xyiii. 31. 

Then Jesus took unto Him the twelve, and said 
unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all 
things that are written by the prophets concerning 
the Son of Man shall be accomplished. For he 
shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be 
mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: 
and they shall scourge him, and put him to death ; 
and the third day he shall rise again. And they 
understood none of those things : and this saying 
was hid from them, neither knew they the things 
which were spoken. And it came to pass, that as 
he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man 
sat by the waynside begging : and hearing the mul- 
titude pass by, he asked what it meant. And they 
told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passed by. And he 
cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy 
on me. And they which went before rebuked him, 
that he should hold his peace : but he cried so much 
the more. Thou Son of David, have mercy on me. 
And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought 
unto him : and when he was come near, he asked 
him, saying. What wilt thou that I should do unto 
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thee ? And he said, Lord, that I may reoeive my 
sight. And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight : 
thy faith hath saved thee. And immediately he 
received his sight^ and followed Him, glorifying Qod : 
and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise 
imto God. 

T, What did ottr Lord here annonnce to His disciples ? 

8, His going up to Jerasalem to accomplish His death. 

T. How many particulars does He relate ? 

8, Seven. First, His being delivered to the Gentiles ; 
secondly, mocked ; thirdly, spitefully entreated ; fourthly, 
spitted on ; fifthly, scourged ; sixthly, put to death ; 
seventhly, He should rise again. 

T. By which prophet was our Saviour's passion de- 
scribed ? 

8. By Isaiah, chap. liii. 

7. How does David speak prophetically of His suffer- 
ings ? P«. xrii. 14-18. 

8, " I am poured out like water, and all my bones are 
out; of joint ; my heart is like wax ; it is melted in the 
midst of my bowels. My strength is dried up like a 
potsherd ; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws ; and thou 
hast brought me into the dust of death. For dogs have 
compassed me : the assembly of the wicked have inclosed 
me : they pierced my 'hands and my feet. I may tell all 
my bones : they look and stare upon me. They part my 
garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture." 

T, What did this mention of these coming events 
prove ? 

8. The iAvvM knowledge of Christ 

T, What do we learn by His going to Jerusalem, know- 
ing that these things would be ? 

8, His willingness to be offered. 
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T. Did His disciples yet understand these rtiysteries ? 

S. No; "this saying was hid from them; neither 
understood they the things which were spoken." 

T, WhUe thinking of His own sufferings, was our Lord 
unmindful of others? 

S. No ; He opened the eyes of the blind man who sat 
by the way-side begging, nigh unto Jericho. 

T, How did this man show his faith ? 

S. He persisted in his cry, " Jesus, thou Son of David, 
have mercy on me!" when those who went before re- 
buked him that he should hold his peace. 

T, How did these words prove his faith ? 

8. His calling Christ " the Son of David," proved that 
he believed Him to be the Messiah, of whom it was fore- 
told by the Prophets that He should be of the house and 
lineage of David. 

T, What were our Saviour's words to the blind man ? 

S, " What wilt thou that I should do unto thee ?" 

T. What may we learn from this question ? 

S. We must confess our infirmities and necessities, and 
earnestly beg for Christ to help us, before He will relieve 
us, 

T, How did our Lord declare His acceptance of the 
blind man's prayer? 

S. He healed him, saying, " Thy faith hath saved 
thee." 

T. What blindness has our Saviour delivered us from? 

8. The darkness of sin and unbelief. He came " a 
light into the world, that whosoever believeth on Him, 
should not abide in darkness." John, xii. 46. 

T. What may we further learn from the blind man's 
conduct? 

8, To follow and glorify God for His unspeakable 
gift. 
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The FtBso: Day of Lent, commonly called 
Ash-Wednesday. 

The Collect. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing 
that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all 
them that are penitent ; Create and make in us new 
and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our 
sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may ob- 
tain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission 
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

T, What is to-day ? 

8. Ash'Wednesday, or the first day of the Lent op 
Spring Fast of forty days. 

T, What is the purpose of this holy season ? 

8, To call all men to repentance and mortification of 
sin, in preparation for the commemoration of our Lord's 
Passion. 

r. Why is it called ^sA-Wednesday ? 

8. Because the early Christians sprinkled ashes upon 
their heads to put themselves in mind of their mortaUty, 
and humbled themselves by lying in sackcloth and ashes. 

T, How do we plead with God in the Collect reminding 
Him of His mercy ? 

8, ** Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing 
that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all 
them that are penitent." 

T, How did God reveal His mercy to sinners by 
Ezekiel? xviii. 21-23. 

8. " If the wicked will turn from all his sins that he 

P 
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hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall 
not die. All his transgressions that he hath committed, 
they shall not he mentioned unto him : in his righteous- 
ness that he hath done he shall live. Have I any plea- 
sure at all that the wicked should die ? saith the Lord 
God: and not that he should turn from his ways and 
Uve?" 

T. How does St Paul descrihe the sinfulness of all, 
both Jews and Gentiles ? Rom. iii. 10-18. 

8, '* There is none righteous, no, not one : there is 
none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God. They are all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable ; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open 
sepulchre ; with their tongues they have used deceit ; the 
poison of asps is under their lips : whose mouth is full of 
cursing and bitterness : their feet are swift to shed blood : 
destruction and misery are in their ways : and the way 
of peace have they not known : there is no fear of God 
before their eyes." 

T. What must we do before we can repent us of our sins ? 

8. We must examine ourselves, to know and confess 
them before God. 

T, And when we see how often we have grieved the 
Holy Spirit, whereby we are sealed unto the day of re- 
demption, what must we pray ? 

8. *< Create and make in us new and contrite hearts." 

T. What does God promise to such ? Is, Ivii. Id. 

8. " For thus saith the high and lofty One that in- 
habiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heait of the contrite ones." 
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T. What shall we, who possess this spirit, be able to 
do? 

3, Worthily lament our sins, and acknowledge our 
wretchedness. 

T. What are the words of Solomon ? Prov. xrviii. 13. 

S. '^ He that covereth his sins shall not prosper ; but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy .'« 

T. What does the Collect then teach us to hope? 

8. That. we may obtain perfect remission and forgive- 
ness. 

T, Through whom ? 

8, Through Jesus Christ. ** To him give all the pro- 
phets witness, that, through his name, whosoever believeth 
in him should receive remission of sins." Acts, x. 43. 

The Epistle. Joel, ii. 12. 

Turn ye even to me, saith the Lord, with all your 
heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with 
mourning. And rend your heart, and not your gar- 
ments, and turn unto the Lord your God : for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the eviL Who 
knoweth if he will return, and repent, and leave a 
blessing behind him, even a meat-oflFering and a 
drink-offering unto the Lord your God 1 Blow the 
trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly, gather the people, sanctify the congre- 
gation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and 
those that suck the breasts ; let the bridegroom go 
forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet ; 
let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep be- 
tween the porch and the altar, and let them say, 
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Spare Thy people, O Lord^ and give not Thine heri- 
tage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over 
them : wherefore should they say among the people, 
Where is their Gk)d ? 

T. (The Prophet Joel is supposed to have lived in the 
yeign of Uzziah, king of Judah.) 2 Chran, xxvi. To 
whom was this exhortation addressed ? 

8. To the Israelites. 

T. What threatened judgment of God does he declare 
in the beginning of this chapter ? 

8, The coming of a great and strong people, terrible 
in their appearance, to execute God's wrath upon Zion 
(acQomplished in the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Boman Emperor Titus). 

T. How does the prophet exhort them to show their 
sorrow ? 

8. By every outward sign of repentance, with " fasting, 
and with weeping, and with mourning." 

T, Give some instances of the Jews fasting for national 
9ins. 

8, After fetching the ark from the Philistines, "the 
IsraeUtes gathered together at Mizpeh, and fasted on 
that day, and said there, We have sinned against the 
Lord." 1 Sam. vii. 6. "When Jehoshaphat feared and 
set himself to seek the Lord, he proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah." 2 Chron. xx. 3. " And in the 
fifth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah king of Judah, 
in the ninth month, they proclaimed a fast before the 
Lord to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the 
people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jeru- 
salem." Jer. xxxvi. 0. And Ezra proclaimed a fast at 
the river of Ahava, that the people might afiUct them- 
selves before God, Ezra, viii. 21, 
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T» How did Daniel explain the manner of his fasting ? 
Dan. X. 3. 

£'. " I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor 
wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till 
three whole weeks were fulfilled." 

T, What other token of affliction does the Prophet 
Joel refer to ? 

S, The rending of garments. 

T. Give some instances of this being the custom of 
the Jews. 

8. Jacob, mourning the supposed death of Joseph, 
" rent his clothes and put sackcloth on his loins." Chn, 
xxxvii. 34. When the Israelites were smitten at Ai, 
*' Joshua rent his clothes." Jos, vii. 6. At the news of 
the death of Saul and Jonathan, " David took hold upon 
his clothes and rent them, and likewise all the men that 
were with him" (2 Sam. i. 11) ; and Job, when he was 
bereft of his goods and children, " arose and rent his 
mantle and shaved his head." Job, i. 20. 

T. What does the Prophet say in reference to this 
custom ? 

8, *' Bend your hearts and not your garments." 

T, How does God encourage His people to turn unto 
Him? 

8, By declaring His mercy and loving-kindness. 

T, How does David record God's long-suffering to 
His rebellious people ? Ps. Ixxviii. 38, 39. 

8. *' But he, being full of compassion, forgave their 
iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea, many a time 
turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his 
wrath. For he remembered that they were but flesh ; a 
wind that passeth away, and cometh not again." 

T. How does God often leave a blessing behind Him 
in the midst of oiu: tiials ? 

r 2 
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8, He giveth fresh and more abundant grace and 
Btarength to help us through them. 
■ T, What blessing does the Prophet mention ? 

8, **A meat-offering and a drink-offering unto the 
Lord." 

T» Why had this been withholden from the house of 
God (according to the words of Joel) ? 

8, " For the field is wasted, the land moumeth ; for 
the com is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil 
languisheth." Joel, i. 10. 

T. Why should we desire the renewal of all holy 
€>rdinanees of religion ? 

8. They are means of grace to those who use them 
through faith and obedience. 

T. What was the signal in use among the Jews to call 
their assembly ? 

8, The blowing of trumpets, according to the direction 
of God to Moses. Numb, x. 2. 

T. Might each man keep this national fast in his 
own way ? 

8, No ; the priests, the ministers of the Lord, were to 
stand between the porch and the altar, using the words 
appointed. 

T, How is this Epistle suitable to this season ? 

8. We being now aU called to gather together, and 
sanctify ourselves to keep the fast of Lent. 

T, What comfort may we take from it ? 

8. The assurance that God will forgive all who truly 
turn unto Him. 

The Gospel. St. Matt. vi. 16. 

When ye fast, be not as the hypocrites, of a sad 
ountenance : for they disfigure their faces, that they 
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may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto 
you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou 
fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face, that 
thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy 
Father which is in secret ; and thy Father, which 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. Iiay not 
up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal : but lay up for yourselves iresr 
Bures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through 
nor steal : for where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also. 

T, Whose words are we now repeating ? 

8, Our Saviour's, from the Sermon on the Mount. 

T, What is their purpose ? 

S. To give rules concerning fasting. 

T. What does this prove ? 

8, It was a general custom in those days. 

T, What holy persons do we read of in the New 
Testament who fasted ? 

8, Anna, the prophetess, " served God with fastings 
and prayers night and day" (Lvkcy ii. 87) ; and Cor- 
nelius was " fasting" when an angel appeared unto him. 
Acts, X. 80. 

T. How did our Lord answer the question of John the 
Baptist's disciples, " Why do we and the Pharisees fast 
oft, but Thy disciples fast not?" Matt, ix. 14, 15. 

8. " Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as 
long as the bridegroom is with them ? but the days will 
come when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, 
and then shall they fast." 
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T, Give some instances of their fasting after our Lord 
Yfos taken from them into heaven. 

S, We read of their ^ ministering to the Lord and 
fasting," when the Holy Ghost said, " Separate me Paul 
and Bamahas for the work whereunto I have called 
them ;'* and again, when these two " had ordained them 
elders in every church, they prayed with fasting, and 
commended them to the Lord." Acts, xiii. 3; xiy. 23. 
And St. Paul, describing his labours as a minister of 
Christ, adds, " in fastings often." 2 Cor. xi. 27. 

T, How did our Lord commend this practice when 
speaking of the efficacy of faith ? 

S. He added, ** Howbeit this kind goeth not out but 
by prayer and fasting." Matt, xvii. 21. 

T. How does our Lord describe the hypocrite's fast ? 

8, " They disfigure their faces, that they may appear 
unto, men to fast." 

T. What is the reward of such ? 

8, The praise of men, and the gratification of their 
own vanity. 

T, How does our Lord teach His disciples to fast t 

8, In secret, unto their heavenly Father. 

T, What must we remember with regard to the in- 
junction, '* Anoint thy head and wash thy face ?" 

8. That we must make no change in our usual appear- 
ance, dress, or maimer. 

T. With what should we accompany our fasting ? 

8, With prayer and almsgiving (tike ComeUus, Acts, 
X. 2). 

T. What may we lay up for ourselves by self-denial to 
give to others ? 

8. Treasure in heaven. 

T, How do we lay up treasure on earth ? 

8. By labouring only for the meat that perisheth 
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{John, vi. 27) ; or for riches which moth and rust doth 
corrupt, or for pleasure which passeth away. 

T. What may he the sentence of one who, having 
laid up treasure for himself for many years, prepares to 
enjoy it ? 

8. *^ Thou fool, this night thy soul shall he required 
of thee." Luke, xii. 20. 

T, What must the rich in this world he taught to lay 
up in store for themselves, as '^ a good foundation against 
the time to come r 1 Tim, vi. 17-19. 

8, " That they he not highminded, nor trust in un- 
certain riches, hut in the living God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy ; that they do good, that they he 
rich in good works, ready to distrihute, willing to com- 
municate.** 



The First Sunday in Lent. 
TheCdOect. 

O Lord, who for our sake didst &st forty days 
and forty nights ; GKve us grace to use such absti- 
nence, that, our flesh being subdued to the Spirit, 
we may ever obey Thy godly motions in righteous- 
ness, and true holiness, to Thy honour and glory, 
who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. ATnen. 

( T, The Sundays in Lent are not to be included in 
the fast, Sunday always being a festival.) 

y. How do we begin this Collect ? 

8, " Lord, who for our sakes did fast forty days and 
forty nights." 
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T, To whom is this prayer addressed ? 

S. To God the Son. 

T, When did the Lord fast ? 

8. Immediately after His baptism, before He entered 
on His ministry. 

T. How did He fast ? 

8, " In those days he did eat nothing." Lukey iv* 2, 
His was a miraculous fast. 

T. By whom was He led to do this ? 

8. He was led up of the Spirit into the wilderness. 
Matt. iv. 1. 

T. Wherefore was this fast ? 

8. For our sakes. 

T, How does it beneiit us ? 

8, He then fulfilled the promise made to Adam of 
bruising the serpent's head, and by His victory over the 
devil taught us how to gain* the victory over the flesh, 
the world, and the devil. 

T, What other reason is given for Christ suffering? 
Heb, ii. 10. 

8. " For it became him, for whom are all things, and 
by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto 
glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect 
through suffering." 

T. After remembering Christ's example, what do we 
pray? 

8. " Give us grace to use such abstinence." 

T, What do we mean by abstinence ? 

8. Abstaining &om or giving up our indulgences, either 
of food or pleasure. 

T. For what reason ? 

8, "That our flesh being subdued to the spirit, we 
may ever obey Christ's godly motions in righteouspess 
and true holiness." 
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T. How is it that the Spirit and the flesh are opposed 
to each other ? 

S, The Spirit is the voice of God — the flesh om* own 
evil nature as man. 

T. How does St. Paul describe the state of man by 
nature ? Ephes. ii. 1-3. 

8, " Dead in trespasses and sins : wherein in time 
past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience : Among 
whom also we all had our conversation in times past, in 
the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh, 
and of the mind; and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others." 

r. But what are the works of the Spirit ? Ephes. v. 9. 

8, *^ Goodness, and righteousness, and truth." 

T. What must we do in order to follow Christ ? 

8, We must deny ourselves, and take up our cross 
{MaU, xvil 24) ; " crucify the flesh." Gal, v. 24. 

T, How did the devil first tempt our Lord ? 

8, Through the flesh, by His hunger as man. 

T, But what was our Lord's reply ? 

8, " Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Matt, 
iv. 4. 

T, What may we render by our obedience to the 
godly motions of Christ ? 

8, Honour and glory to Him who now liveth and 
reigneth with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, 
world without end. 

T. What did He declare to be His food on earth? 
John, iv. 34. 

8, " My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, 
and to finish his work." 



174 THB FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 



The Episde. 2 Cor. vi. 1. 

We then, as workers together with him, beseech 
you also, that ye receive not the grace of God in 
vain ; (for he saith, I have heard thee in a time 
accepted, and in the day of salvation have I suc- 
coured thee : behold, now is the accepted time ; 
behold, now is the day of salvation ;) giving no 
offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed ; 
but in all things approving ourselves as the ministers 
of Qod, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, 
in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in timiults, 
in labours, in watchings, in fastings ; by pureness, by 
knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by the 
Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, 
by the power of God, by the armour of righteoxis- 
ness on the right hand and on the left, by honour 
and dishonour, by evil report and good report ; as 
deceivers, and yet true ; as imknown, and yet well 
known ; as dying, and behold, weUve ; as chastened, 
and not killed ; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; 
as poor, yet making many rich ; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing all things. 

T. How does St. Paul declare still more pltdnly into 
how high a dignity, and to how weighty an office and 
charge the ministry are called ? 1 Cor, iii. 9 ; 2 Cor. v. 20. 

8. " We are lahourers together with God ;'* and, " Now 
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us ; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God." 
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T. What had the Corinthians received by the grace of 
Ood? 

8. " They were called unto the fellowship of his Son 
Jesus Christ." 1 Cor. i. 4-9. 

T, What is St. Paul's warning to them ? 

8, " That ye receive not the grace of God in vain." 

T, How does he explain this warning elsewhere? 
Heb» iii. 12. 

8, " Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of yott 
an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
God." 

T. Where do we find the prophecy of the day of grace 
for the Gentiles ? 

8. In Isaiah, xlix. 8. 

T. What may we aU regard as our day of grace, our 
time for acceptance ? 

8» This mortal life, in which we must "work out our 
own salvation." Phil. ii. 12. The night (of death) 
Qometh when no man can work. 

T. Why is this description of the work of the ministry, 
of God chosen for this Sunday ? 

8. This being Ember Week, or preparation for the 
solemn ordination of ministers. 

T, How did the Apostles set apart men to the mi- 
nistry? 

8. With prayer and fasting, and laying on of hands. 
Acts, vi. 6 ; viii. 17 ; xiii. 3. 

T. How does our Church teach us to observe these, 
days? 

8. As a fast, praying for all those which shall be< 
ordained to any holy function in the sacred ministry of 
Christ's Church ; " that, both by their life and doctrine, 
they may set forth God's glory, and set forward the salva- 
tion of all men.'* 

Q 
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T, (They were called Ember days because our fathers 
would on these days eat no bread, but cakes made under 
embers. — Spabbow's Bationale.) 

T, By what did St. Paul and his brethren approve 
themselves as ministers of God ? 

8, By their patient suffering in all tribulations, by their 
holiness, good works, and self-denial. 

T. What may we observe concerning the examples of 
self-denial given in the Epistle and Gospel of to-day ? 

8. In the Epistle we study the example of the Apostles, 
men of like passions with ourselves (Jct«, xiv. 15), to 
encourage us to strive after the perfect example of Christ 
of which we read in the Gospel. 

T, Are we called upon to endure such suffering T 

8. No, they were persecuted unto death ; ours are but 
light afiUctions compared with theirs. 

T, For what " knowledge " did St. Paul suffer the loss 
of all things ? 

8. ** For the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
our Lord." Phil, iii. 8. 

T, How was the power of God shown in the AposUes 
by the Holy Ghost? 

8» " The Lord gave testimony unto the word of his 
grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by 
their hands,'* and *< God wrought specicd miracles by the 
hand of Paul." ActSy xiv. 3 ; xix. 11. 

T. What must be the armour of every soldier of Chiist, 
on the right hand and on the left ? 

8. " The shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench aU the fieiy darts of the wicked ; and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God." Ephes. ^i. 
16, 17. 

T, With whom will the ministers of Christ be in evil 
report, as deceivers, yet true ? 
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S, With the wicked. '* For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved." John, iii. 20. 

T. How must every Christian die unto the Lord ? 

8. We must " reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ." Mom, vi. 11. 

T. Why does St Paul teach us to love God's chastening 
hand? 

8. "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth." Heb, xii. 6. 

T, Why does St. Paul say there was given to him " a 
thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan" to buffet him ? 
2 Cor. xii. 7. 

8, " Lest I should be exalted above measure through 
the abundance of the revelations." 

T, How could the Apostles make many rich ? 

8, By teaching them to lay up heavenly treasure ; " for 
godliness is profitable \mti\ all things, having the pro 
mise of the life that now is, and that which is to come." 
1 Tkn, iv. 8. 

The Gospel. St. Matt. iv. 1. 

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wil- 
derness, to be tempted of the devil. And when he 
had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was after- 
ward an-hungred. And when the tempter came to 
him^, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command 
that these stones be made bread. But he answered 
and said, It is writteJ, Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word Jhat proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God. Then the devil taketh him up into 
the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the 
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temple, and saith unto him, If thou be the Son of 
God, cast thyself down ; for it is written, He shall 
give his angels charge concerning thee, and in their 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, 
It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy Gk)d. Again, the devil taketh him up into an 
exceeding high moimtain, and showeth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them ; and 
saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, 
if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith 
Jesus unto him. Get thee hence, Satan.; for it id 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth 
him, and behold, angels came and ministered unto 
him. 

T» What are we now considering ? 

8, Our Lord's temptation of the devil in the wil- 
derness. 

T, What promise did this ftdfil ? 

8, The promise of God to our first parents and all 
mankind, that the seed of the woman should bruise the 
serpent's head. Oen. iii. 15. 

T, What may all Christians learn from it ? 

8. That they must endure temptation, with Christ's 
ever-present help and succour. " For in that he himself 
hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted." Heb. ii. 18. 

T, What do the first words teach us ? 

8, Jesus was led by the Spirit; so we must follow 
only where He leads, not choosing trials, or placing our- 
selves in the way of temptation, without His guidance. 
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T, How did He prepare for this struggle with the evil 
spirit ? 

jfif. He fasted ; so must we cast off the lusts of the 
fiesh, and arm ourselves only with spiritual weapons. 
(So did Moses fast, Ex. xxxiv. 28 ; and Elias, 1 Kings j 
xix. 8.) 

T, How did Satan begin to tempt our Lord ? 

8. He says, " If thou be the Son of God ;" suggesting 
doubts, as with our first parents. 

T. What advantage does he take of our Saviour's 
hunger ? 

8, He tempts Him to satisfy it by a miracle — casting 
a%lde His confidence in God's sustaining power. 

T. How does our Saviour reply ? 

8, With the word of God. " That man doth not live 
by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God." Deut. viii. 3. 

T. How does the devil tempt us in like manner ? 

8. He would make us to doubt God when we are 
weak, alone, and hungry, and to require some special 
favour to be wrought for us, and our trial at once 
removed. 

T. What must we then do ? 

8, We must comfort ourselves with God's word ; be- 
lieve, and wait His time of relief. 

T, How does the evil spirit show more subtlety in the 
next temptation ? 

8. He quotes God's word {Ps. xci. 11, 12) for his own 
purpose ; as it were, transforming himself into " an angel 
of light." 2 Cor. xi. 14. 

T. What does he thereby tempt our Lord to do ? 

8. To show His miraculous power out of pride. 

1\ How does the devil try us in the same way ? 

8. By tempting us to put ourselves in danger and 

Q 2 
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temptadon, to try how far God's goodness can reach — 
desiring more evidence than He has given. 

T, What does our Saviour's answer show ? 

j9. Such conduct is no less than tempting God, which 
He has forhidden. BeuJt. vi. 16. 

T» How d!oes the devil next attack our Lord ? 

8. Through the love of the world, showing Him the 
pomp and glory of it. 

T. How does he say these are to be obtained ? 

8. By serving and worshipping him. 

T, But wiU Satan, or can he, fulfil his promises ? 

8, No ; for '* the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein" (P». 
xziv. 1) ; and Satan is " a liar, and the father of it." 

T, How will he use the things of this world — such as 
power, riches, honour — as instruments to tempt us into 
his bondage ? 

8, He may make us desire them, and try to obtain 
them by evil means, breaking God's commandments. 

T, How did Jesus rebuke him this time ? 

8, Saying, " Get thee hence, Satan ; for it is written, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve." Be-ut, vi. 18. 

T, How must we stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free ? 

8, By keeping God's commandments ; believing and 
serving Him through Christ Jesus. 

T, Who are our " cloud of witnesses" in this strife? 

8, The saints of old time, of whom the world was not 
worthy {Heh, xi. 38 ; xii. 1) ; and the angels, who are all 
" ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation." Heh, i. 14. 

T. Hew was our Lord comforted ? 

8, " The angels came and ministered unto him." 



the second sx7nday in lent. 181 

The Second Sundat in Lent. 

TheCoUect, 

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power 
of ourselves to help ourselves ; Keep us both out- 
wardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls ; 
that we may be defended from all adversities which 
may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts 
which may assault and hurt the soul ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

T, With what confession do we begin this Collect? 

8. "We have no power of ourselves to help our- 
selves;" 

T, Who sees and knows our helplessness ? 

8. Almighty God. 

r. What do we mean by this declaration ? 

8, To express our faith and trust in God only. 

T, How has God declared His displeasure at those 
who trust in man ? Jer^ xvii. 5. 

8. "Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from 
the Lord." 

T. What is our sin if we do not make such confession 
as is here suggested ? 

8, We are trusting in our own righteousness, or our 
own strength. 

T, Where may we find an example of trust in God ? 

8. In David, who says, " Mine eyes are unto thee, O 
God the Lord: in thee is my trust" (Ps. cxh. 8) ; and 
in Job, who says, " Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
in him." «/b&, ziii. 16. 
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T, Mention some of those who trusted in God, and 
were delivered by Him. 

8, Noah, in the time of the flood. {Gen. vii. 1.) " By 
faith the Israelites passed through the Bed Sea as by 
dry land." {Ex, xiv. 22-29 ; Heh, xi. 29.) By faith Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abednego,'* quenched the violence of 
Are." {Dan, iii. 27 ; Heh. xi. 34.) And Daniel, trusting in 
God, *' stopped the mouths of lions." Dan. vi. 22. 

T, For what do we therefore pray ? 

8, That God would "keep us both outwardly in our 
bodies, and inwardly in our souls." 

T. What are those adversities which may happen to 
the body ? 

8. Pain and sickness, hunger and thirst, cold and 
heat, and sudden death. 

T, How did our Saviour declare God's watchM care 
over us ? Matt, x. 30. 

8. "Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing, and 
one of them shall not fall to the ground without your 
Father, but the very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered." 

T, What danger threatens our souls ? 

8, Temptations to sin ; evil thoughts which assault and 
hurt them. 

T. What evil thought did the devil first suggest to 
Adam and to Christ? 

8, Doubt of God's truth and power. 

T. Mention some among our Lord's own disciples 
whose souls were wounded by the evil spirit. 

8. 'Judas Iscariot, of whom we read, " The devil put 
it into his heart" to betray the Lord {John, xiii. 2) ; and 
Simon Peter, whom Jesus warned that Satan desired to 
have him to sift as wheat, and who was induced to deny 
his Lord. Luke, xxii. 31. 
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T, 'Where, then, must we look for strength to resist ? 
8. To God, who sees our weakness ; praying '* through 
Jesus Christ," who has conquered sin, 
T, What, then, is our victory ? 
8^ " Even our ftuth." 1 John^ v. 4. 

The EpisOe. 1 Thess. iv. t. 

We beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the 
Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye 
ought to walk, and to please God, so ye woidd 
abound more and more. For ye know what com- 
mandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus, For 
this is the will of Gk)d, even your sanctification, that 
ye should abstain from fornication ; that every one 
of you should know how to possess his vessel in 
sanctification and honour ; not in the lust of con- 
cupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not 
God ; that no- man go beyond and defraud his brother 
in any matter ; because that the Lord is the avenger 
of aU such, as we also have forewarned you, and tes- 
tified. For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, 
but imto holiness. He therefore that despiseth, de- 
spiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto 
us his Holy Spirit. 

T. From whom had the Thessalonians received in- 
structions how they ought to walk ? 
. 8. From Paul and the other Apostles. 

r. To what does Paul therefore exhort them ? 

8, To abound more and more {%,€, be more full of, 
plenteous) in such good works as they had been 
taught would please God. 

T. Have we received such instructions ? 
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S, Yes. We have God's word, and the Church, called 
in Article xx. a witness and a keeper of Holy Writ, to 
teach us His holy will and commandments. 

T. How did the Lord Jesns sum up all the law and 
commandments ? 

S. " Thou Shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, . . . 
and thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." Matt. 
xxii. 87, 39. 

T. What does St. Paul declare the will of God to be ? 

8. Our sanctification (i.e. holiness). 

T. Is holiness essential to our salvation ? 

8, Yes ; without it ^ no man shall see the Lord." 
Heb. xii. 14. But *Uhe pure in heart shall see God." 
Matt. V. 8. 

T. How is God's exceeding purity described? Jbft, 
zv. 15, 16, and xxv. 5. 

8. ** Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, 
the heavens are not clean in his sight. How much 
more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh 
iniquity like water ?" and, " Behold, even to the moon, and 
it shineth not ; yea, the stars are not pure in his sight." 

T. How does St Paul teach the Ephesians, v. 3, 4, to 
preserve their purity ? 

8. *' But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetous- 
ness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh 
saints ; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, 
which are not convenient : but rather giving of thanks.** 

T. How does he commend the married state ? Heb. 
xui. 4. 

8. " Marriage is honourable in aU." 

T. What do we mean by vessel ? 

8. The body, which is, as it were, the vessel, or temple, 
of the Holy Ghost. 2 <7or. iv. 7 ; 1 Cor. iu. 16. 
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T, What will be the judgment of those who defile the 
temple of God ? 

8, "Him shall God destroy; for the temple of God 
Is holy, which temple ye are," 1 Cor. iii. 17. 

T. How is this mle made to extend to others as well 
as om^elves ? 

8. That no man go beyond or defraud his brother 
through evil concupiscence. 

T, What do we learn of those who do these things ? 

8, God will take vengeance on them ; for He is the 
avenger of those who are defrauded. 

T. How does St. Jude teach Christians to save them- 
selves and others from the condemnation of all false 
teachers and their doctrines ? 20-23. 

8. " But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep your- 
selves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And of some have- 
compassion, making a difference : And others save with 
fear, pulling them out of the fire ; hating even the gar- 
ment spotted by the flesh." 

T. What are we called unto as Christians ? 

8. Holiness, and to be saints. 

T. What does the Church now call upon us to do ? 

8, To examine ourselves, repent, and bewail our sins, 
deny the lusts of the flesh, and pray for forgiveness. 

T, Whom do we despise if we neglect this warning 
voice ? 

8. Not man, but God. 

T, What cleansing stream may wash our stained robes 
and make them white ? 

8, The blood of Jesus Christ {Bev, vii. 14), which 
" cleanseth us from all sin.** 1 John^ i. 7. 
r 
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The Gospd. St. Matt. xv. 21. 

Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts 
of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a woman of Canaan 
came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, 
saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of 
David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a 
devil But he answered her not a word. And his 
disciples came and besought him, saying. Send her 
away; for she crieth after us. But he answered 
and said, I am not sent, but unto the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel Then came she and worshipped 
him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and 
said. It is not meet to take the children's bread, and 
to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord ; yet 
the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their 
master's table. Then Jesus answered and said imto 
her, O woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made 
whole from that very hour. 

21 From whence did our Saviour go ? 

8, From the region of Gennesaret (or lake of Tibe- 
rias). MaiL xiv. 34. 

T. Where did He go ? 

8, Into the coasts (or parts about) Tyre and Sidon, 
two cities on the sea-coast of Phenice, in Asia. 

T, What does St. Mark say concerning this woman ? 
Yii.26. 

8. "She was a Greek (or Gentile), a Syropheniciaa 
by nation." 

T, How did this Gentile woman show her faith ? 

8, She cried, " Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son 
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of David';" thus acknowledging Him to be the expected 
Messiah. 

T, What was her hope ? 

8. Only in Christ's mercy ; for she was a Gentile^ and 
not of the children of the covenant. She did not plead 
her good works, but hoped her misery would move our 
Lord's compassion. 

T, Did she meet with encouragement? 

8\ No. " He answered her not a word,'* and His dis- 
ciples besought Him to send her away. Then **He 
answered and said, I am not sent, but unto the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel." 

T. Why did He thus speak of the Jews ? 

8. They were <* as sheep having no shepherd." McAU 
ix.d6. 

T, How did the prophet Ezekiel describe their state ? 
zxxiv. 5, 6. 

8, ^* They were scattered, because there is no shepherd ; 
and they became meat to all the beasts of the field when 
they were scattered. My sheep wandered through all 
the mountains, and upon every high hill : yea, my flock 
was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did 
search or seek after them." 

T, How did Isaiah prophecy concerning Ghiist? xl. 
11. 

8, '^He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he 
shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them 
in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with 
young." 

T, What do we notice in the woman's conduct? 

8, Her abiding faith ; she <' worshipped him, saying, 
Lord, help me." 

T. How was her faith further tried ? 

B 
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S, Our Saviour used the language of the Jews, who 
looked upon the Gentiles as dogs, and themselves as the 
children of promise. 

T, How did she at last obtain her prayer ? 

S. By her perseverance and deep humility ; she con- 
fessed her unworthiness, and prayed only for the smallest 
token of His mercy. 

T, How do we resemble this woman in our need ? 

S, We are often beset by evil spirits, vexing us 
with unclean thoughts (like those described in the 
Epistle). 

T. What do we learn from her example ? 

S. To seek Christ, pray to Him, believing that He is 
able to do all things ; tell Him our sorrow, not to despair 
if it is not at once removed, but increasing in humility 
to persevere unto the end. 

T, How does our Church make use of her example ? 

S, By repeating the spirit of her words, before re- 
ceiving the Holy Communion: "We are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under Thy table.** 

T. Has Christ admitted the Gentiles into His fold? 

S, Yes, as He promised. " Other sheep I have, which 
are not of this fold : them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice ; and there shall be one fold, and 
one shepherd." John, x. 16. 

T, Did He not Himself declare unto us what bread we 
should seek ? John, vi. 27-48. 

8. Yes ; in these words : ** Labour not for the meat 
which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto 
you : for him hath God the Father sealed." ** I am that 
bread of life." 
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The Third Sunday in Lent. 

The Collect, 

We beseech Thee, Almighty Gfod, look upon the 
hearty desh*es of Thy humble servants, and stretch 
forth the right hand of Thy Majesty, to be our de- 
fence against all our enemies ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

T* What do we earnestly beseech of God in this 
Collect? 

S, To '^ look upon the hearty desires of His humble 
servants." 

T. What do we mean by "hearty desires?" 

S. Earnest longings, from the depth of the heart. 

T. When shall we heartily desire God's protection ? 

8, When we know our own weakness and sinfulness. 

7. How does Isaiah describe the desire of the right- 
eous ? xxvi. 8, 9. 

8. " In the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we 
waited for thee ; the desire of our soul is to thy name, 
and to the remembrance of thee. With my soul have I 
desired thee in the night ; yea, with my spirit within me 
will I seek thee early : for when thy judgments are in 
the earth, the inhabitants of the world wUl learn right- 
eousness." 

T, Why was the Church of Laodicea reproved? Rev, 
iii. 17. 

S. Because she said, "I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest 
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and naked." 
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T. How may we obtaiii tMs saving knowledge ? 

S, By the Holy Spirit, who will *'' guide us into all 
truth.*' John, xv. 13. 

T, When we know ourselves and our need, what will it 
make us f 

8. Humble. 

T, How did David humble himself? Ps. xxxv. 13. 

8. ** I humbled my soul with fasting." 

T. How do we pray figuratively that God will use His 
power ? 

8. " Stretch forth the right hand of Thy Majesty." 

T. How does Isaiah use this figure of speech to 
describe God*s executing judgment ? v. 25. 

8, ^ Therefore is the anger of the Lord kindled against 
his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand 
against them, and hath smitten them ; and the hills did 
tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the 
streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but 
his hand is stretched out still." 

7. How does he use it to describe His offering mercy f 
Is, Ixv. 2 ; Rom, x. 21. 

8. '* I have spread out my hands all the day unto a 
rebellious people." 

T, How does David describe God's protection ? Ps. 
exxi. 5-8. 

8, '* The Lord is thy keeper : the Lord is thy shade 
upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by 
day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve 
thee from all evil : he shall preserve thy soul. The Lord 
shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in firom 
this time forth, and even for evermore." 

T. Who are our most dangerous enemies ? » 

8, Our spiritual enemy the devil, who layeth snares 
for our souls (2 Tim. ii. 26) ; " All that is in the world, 
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the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, (which) is not of the Father, but is of the 
world" (1 John, ii. 16) ; and '' the last enemy that shall 
he destroyed is death." 1 Cor, xv. 26. 

T. How may we faithfully trust in God's defending us 
in these dangers ? 

8. Because He has promised us " the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 57) ; who " was mani- 
fested that he might destroy the works of the devil." 
1 John, iii. 8. 



The Epistle. Ephes. v. 1. 

Be ye therefore followers of Gk)d, as dear children ; 
and walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice 
to Gk>d for a sweet-smelling savour. But fornication, 
and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be 
once named amongst you, as becometh saints ; nei- 
ther filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 
are not convenient ; but rather giving of thanks : 
for this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God. Let no man deceive you with vain words : for 
because of these things cometh the wrath of Gk)d 
upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye there- 
fore partakers with them : for ye were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord : walk as 
children of light (for. the fruit of the Spirit is in all 
goodness, and righteousness, and truth) ; proving 

r2 
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what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no 
fellowship with the unfriiitftd works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them : for it is a shame even to 
speak of those things which are done of them in 
secret. But all things that are reproved are made 
manifest by the light ; for whatsoever doth make 
manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake, thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light. 

T, What is the last verse in the foiirth chapter of 
Ephesians, explaining our duty as followers of God ? 

8. *^ Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you." 

37. How did our Saviour teach us to prove ourselves 
the children of God ? Luke, vi. 35. 

S. *^ Love your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping 
for nothing again ; and your reward shall be great, and 
ye shall be the children of the Highest : for he is kind 
unto the unthankful and to the evil.*' 

T. On what does our Lord ground this duty ? 

8. On His own love for us. " As the Father hath loved 
me, so have I loved you : continue ye in my love," John, 
XV. 9. 

T. What has Christ's love done? 

8, " Obtained eternal redemption for us," having, 
" through the eternal Spirit of God, offered himself with- 
out spot to God." Heb. ix. 12-14. 

T. Is this the greatest proof of love ? 

8. ** Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends." 

T, What are sacrifices ? 
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8, Offerings for the atonement of sin. 

T, How is Noah*s sacrifice described as well-pleasing 
and acceptable to God ? Gen. viii. 21. 

8, " And the Lord smelled a sweet savour." 

T. What are we taught here concerning the lusts of 
the flesh ? 

8. They are *' not to be once named amongst tu, as 
becometh saints." 

T. What are mentioned amongst the sins of impurity ? 

8. Foolish tfidking and jesting. 

7. What was the fear of Isaiah when he beheld a 
vision of the Lord in His glory ? vi. 5. 

8. He said, " Woe is me ! for I am undone ; because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of 
a people of unclean lips : for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts." 

T. Was this fear allowed to be just ? 

8. Yes. He says, ** Then flew one of the seraphims 
unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with the tongs from off the altar : and he laid it 
upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy 
lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin 
purged." vi. 7. 

T. What will be the condemnation of those who indulge 
in the lust of the flesh ? 

8. They will have no inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God. "For without are dogs, and sor- 
cerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, 
and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie." Bev. xxii. 15. 

T. Why should covetous persons be called idolaters ? 

8, Because they love the object they covet, rather 
than God ; and serve the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
to obtain their own desires. 



194 THE THIBD BUinDAY IN LBNT. 

T, What do we remark in the commandment against 
covetousness ? 

8, It is against the evil desires of our hearts, and it 
includes all the other commandments. 

T. (We must remember that Ephesus, like Thessa- 
lonica, was a heathen city, given up to worship of idols 
and the celebration of unholy mysteries.) Are we like- 
wise exposed to the danger of meeting deceivers, and 
hearing vain words ? 

8. Yes ; there are still some who turn the grace of onr 
God into lasciviousness. 

7. How does St. Peter foretell such, and their covet- 
ousness ? 2 Pet. ii. 1-3. 

8. *^ There shall be false teachers among you, who 
privily shall bring in danmable heresies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. And many shall follow their perni- 
cious ways, by reason of whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of. And through covetousness shaU they 
with feigned words make merchandise of you." 

T. Will God deliver His own while exercising wrath 
on the children of disobedience ? 

8, " The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reserve the uiyust unto the day of 
judgment to be punished." 2 Pet, ii. 9. 

T. How does St. John bid us avoid all intercourse with 
such? 2JbAn, 10, 11. 

8, " If there come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine (of Christ), receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him 
God speed is partaker of his evil deeds." 

T. Give an instance of one who forsook Christ's ser- 
vice from covetousness ? 
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8, Demas, who forsook Paul, " haying loved this pre- 
sent world." 2 Tim, iv. 10. 

T. How is the former darkness of the Ephesians de- 
scrihed ? Ephes, ii. 12. 

8. " At that time ye were without Christ, heing aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from 
the covenant of promise, having no hope, and without 
God in the world.'* 

T. What was their light as Christians ? 

8: " The light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ." 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

T. How must we walk as " children of light ?" 1 Thess- 
v. 6-8. 

8, '* Let us not sleep as do others ; hut let us watch 
and he soher. Let us who are of the day he soher, 
putting on the hreastplate of faith and love, and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation." 

T, How may we vex and quench the Spirit ? 

8. By doing the lusts of the flesh, having ^* fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness." 

T, How must we prove and know if we do what is 
acceptable to God ? 2 Cor, xiii. 5. 

8, *' Examine ourselves, whether we he in the faith ; 
prove our own selves." 

T. How does God bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness ? Meb. iv. 12. 

8, By His word : which " is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discemer of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart." 

T. How may we all reprove the works of darkness ? 

8. By our own conduct, if we be ** blameless and harm 
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less, the sous of God, without rebuke, m the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom we shine as 
lights in the world. Phil. ii. 15. 

T. Which of the prophets declares this call of God to 
the Gentiles ? 

8, Isaiah, Ix. 1. " Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." 

T. How must we apply this teaching to ourselves at 
this season ? 

8, To rouse us from sleep, i.e, careless liidng, to re- 
pentance and amendment; and from being dead in 
trespasses and sins, to seek after the knowledge of God. 

77ie Oospel, St. Luke, xi. 14. 

Jesus was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. 
And it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, 
the dumb spake ; and the people wondered. But 
some of them said. He casteth out devils through 
Beelzebub, the chief of the devils. And others^ 
tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven. 
But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, 
Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to 
desolation ; and a house divided against a house 
falleth. If Satan also be divided against himself, 
how shall his kingdom stand ? because ye say, that I 
cast out devils through Beelzebub. And if I by 
Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons 
cast them out ? therefore shall they be your judges. 
But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no 
doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you. When 
a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods 
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are in peace ; but when a stronger than he shall 
come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from 
him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth 
his spoils. He that is not with me is against me : 
and he that gathereth not with me scatt^reth. 
When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he 
walketh through dry places, seeking rest ; and find- 
ing none, he saith, I wiU return unto my house 
whence I came out. And when he cometh, he 
findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he and 
taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself, and they enter in, and dwell there; and 
the last state of that man is worse than the first. 
And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a 
certain woman of the company hfted up her voice, and 
said imto him. Blessed is the womb that bare thee, 
and the paps which thou hast sucked. But he 
said, Yea, rather, blessed are they that hear the ' 
word of God, and keep it. 

T. What is the miracle noticed in this Gospel ? 

8. " Jesus was casting out a deyil, and it was dumb." 

T, What does this lead us to remark ? 

8. That Satan was permitted at that time to possess 
himself of men's bodies, in order that Christ's power to 
deliver both our souls and bodies from his thraldom 
might be made manifest. 

T. How did the people regard this work ? 

8, ** Some of them said, He casteth out devils through 
Beelzebub, the chief of the devils. And others, tempt- 
ing him, sought of him a sign from heaven." 

T. How did these first sin ? 
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8, They sinned against the Holy Ghost, contradicting 
and blaspheming. 

T, Did our Lord on this occasion show His great 
power to convince men of sin ? 

S. Yes ; He proved from what these men knew, by 
their own natural reason and observation, the folly of 
their present arguments. 

T. Do we ever read of the Jews attempting to cast out 
devils themselves ? 

8. Yes. John said to €hrist, '' Master, we saw one 
casting out devils in thy name, and he followed not us." 
if ark, ix. 38. And in Acts, zix. 13, we read, '* Certain of 
the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to caU 
over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord 
Jesus, saying. We ac^ure you by Jesus, whom Paul 
preacheth." 

T. What did Christ's power over Satan prove ? 

8. The kingdom of God was come. 

T, What does St. Paul call our bodies ? 2 Cor, v. 1. 

8. " Our earthly house of this tabernacle." 

T, What is it the tabernacle of? 

8. Our souls. 

T, Who would keep within this tent or tabernacle ? 

8, Satan. 

T, But who is stronger than he, and hath overcome 
him? 

8, Christ, who came ''to divide the spoil with the 
strong." Is. liii. 12. 

T. What was the armour wherein Satan trusted ? 

8, The devices by which he had succeeded in ensnaring 
souls through so many generations. 

T, What warning should we remember here ? 

8, If we are not with Christ, we are against TTitn ; if 
we do not gather His gifts and make use of them, we 
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scatter, and waste, and lose them, doing Satan^ ^ser- 
vice. 

T. Is he always attempting to gain the possession of 
our souls ? 

S, Yes; *'he walketh ahout, seeking whom he may 
devour." 1 Pet, v. 8. 

r. How does he find the house ready ? 

8. When the heart is not furnished with good works. 

T. Is this often the case after Christ has cleansed it, 
and famished it with grace ? 

S, Yes, we leave it " empty." 

T. What is the consequence ? 
' ^. Satan comes and fills it with evil spirits. 

T. How is the last state of such described in 2 Pei, 
ii, 30, 21, as worse than the first? 

8, " If after they have escaped the pollutions of the 
world, through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and over- 
come ; the latter end is worse with them than the he- 
ginning. For it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than after they have 
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered 
unto ihem." 

T. What does the exclamation of the woman remind 
■as off 

8. Of the salutation of the Angel to the Virgin Mary : 
" Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with 
thee : blessed art thou among women." And her own 
song of thanksgiving: *^A11 generations shall, call me 
blessed." Lukcyi. 28, 48. 

T. Did our Lord commend this warm expression ? 

8. Yes ; with a caution. For He said, " Yea, rather, 
blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it." 

T, What warning does this convey ? 

s 
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S» AgaiiiBt being content mih warm feeling, and Veing 
affected "with the love of Christ, without striving to follow 
&ia commandments. 

T, What may we learn of His will in this Gospel ? 

8, To preserve our souls in the grace He has given, 
and leave no entrance to sin. 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent. 

TheCoUece. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, 
who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be 
punished, by the comfort of Thy grace may merci- 
fully be relieved ; through our Lord- and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

T. What do we acknowledge ? 

8» ** We, for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be 
punished." 

r. What were the first evil deeds committed in the 
world? 

8. Unbelief, disobedience, and lying, in Adam and 
Eve; murder by Cain; and soon, "the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually." Oen, 
vi. 6. 

T. Is this evil still in the world ? 

8, Yes. " For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thel^ false witness, 
blasphemies." Matt, zv. 19. 

T, How do we all commonly break God's command- 
ments? 

8* By neglecting to pray to Him and praise Wim 
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using His name lightly ; and doing onr own pleasure on 
His holy day. By undutifulness to parents and teachers ; 
hatred of others ; unclean thoughts ; dishonesty, even 
in intention ; evil speaking and lies ; covetousness, and 
enyy of others. 

T. What did the young man lack who had kept the 
commandments from his youth ? 

S. Charity. Luke^ xviii. 21, 

T. What will he Christ's sentence of punishment on 
evil-doers at the last day? 

8, " Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels." Matt, zxv. 41. 

T. What signal examples has God given of the pun* 
ishment of evil-doers? 

8, '* He spared not the angels that sinned, hut cast 
them down to hell, and deUvered them into chains of 
darkness, to he reserved unto judgment; and spared not 
the old world, bringing in the flood upon the world of 
the ungodly; and turning the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrha into ashes, condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them an ensample unto those that after should 
live ungodly.** 2 Pet. ii. 4-6. 

7. What do we notice in the very beginning of sin 
that men were moved to do ? 

8. " To call upon the name of the Lord." Oen, iv. 26. 
T. How does Christ teach us to escape all these things 

that shall come to pass ? 

8. "Watch ye, therefore, and pray always." Luke, 
xxi. 36. 

T. How do we hope for comfort ? 

8, By God*8 grace, which ^came by Jesus Christ. 
Jbhnf i. 14. 

T. Whom will God comfort? 

8, <*Them that mourn." MaU, v. 4. Ha **giveth 
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grace to the humble." 1 Pet. \. 5. **God comforteth 
those that are cast down." 2 Cor, vii. 6. 

T. What does Jeremiah declare ? Lam. iii. 22. 

S. " It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not con« 
sumed, because his compassions fail not." 

T. What must we add to our confession of unworthi- 
ness? 

8. Resolution to amend. We must "bring forth fruits 
■worthy of repentance." Luke, iii. 8. 

T. How have we this hope of relief from deserved 
punishment ? 

■ S. Through Jesus Christ, and His satisfaction for the 
eins of the whole world. 

The Epistle. Gal. i v. 21. " 

Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do 
ye not hear the law ? For it is written, that Abra- 
ham had two sons, the one by a bond-maid, the 
other by a free-woman. But he who was of the 
bond-woman was bom after the flesh ; but he of the 
free-woman was by promise. WTiich things are an 
allegory : for these are the two covenants ; the one 
from the Mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, 
which is Agar. For this Agar is Mount Sinai in 
Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, 
and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem 
which is above is free ; which is the mother of us 
alL For it is written, Eejoice, thou barren that 
bearest not ; break forth and cry, thou that tra- 
vailest not : for the desolate hath many more chil.- 
dren than she which hath an husband. Now we, 
brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. 
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But as then he that was bom after the flesh perse- 
cuted him that was bom after the Spirit ; even so it 
is now. Nevertheless, what saith the Scripture 1 
Cast out the bond-woman and her son ; for the son 
of the bond-woman shall not be heir with the son 
of the free-woman. So then, brethren, we are not 
children of the bond-woman, but of the free. 

T, What was the history of Abrahain*s two sons ? 

8, Ishmael was the son of the bondmaid, Hagar, 
bom after the oommon course of nature ; Isaac was the 
son of Sarah, the free-woman, bom after a miraculous 
manner, being the child of promise ; Hagar and her 
son persecuted, or mocked Isaac, and they were cast 
forth. Oen, xvi. and xzi. 

T. (An allegory is a figurative tale or discourse to 
teach something real.) What do these things resemble ? 

8, The two covenants. 

T. (These covenants are the agreements between God 
and man.) What was the first covenant ? 

8, God's promise to Abraham, that his seed should 
become a great nation, possess a promised lapd, and be 
God's peculiar people, in whom all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed. ( Gen, xvii.) This was renewed on 
Mount Sinai when the law was given to Moses {Ex,. 
xxxiv. 27) ; and circumcision was the token of this co " 
venant, and of man's obedience to its conditions. 

T, How does St. Faul explain the second covenant 
with the Gentiles ? Gal, iii. 26, 28, 29. 

8, " Ye are all the children of God by faith in Jesus 
Christ. For as many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. And if ye be Christ's, then 
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the pro< 
raise " {i,e, of the heavenly inheritance). 

82 
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T, How does St. Paul describe the state of those 
under the first covenant? 

i9. As in bondage, i. e, compelled to observe the law of 
Moses. 

T. What is the Jerusalem which is above and free, 
the mother of us all ? 

8. " The Church of Christ, the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem." Heh, xii. 22. 

T. To whom do the words of Isaiah, liv. 1, alike 
refer ? 

8, To Sarah, the barren and desolate, who became the 
mother of many nations {Gen, xvii. 16); and to the 
Gentiles, who are *' no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household 
of God" {Ephes. ii. 19 ); increasing with the increase of 
God. 

T, How are we, then, children of promise, even as 
Isaac was ? 

8. " Being justified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Bom, iii. 24. " For 
the promise that he should be heir of the world, was 
not to Abraham, or to his seed through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith." Bom, iv. 13. 

T. How did the conduct of the Jews resemble that of 
Hagar and Ishmael ? 

8, They also exulting in their own privileges, per- 
secuted the children of God, bom after the Spirit. 

T, How did they forfeit their inheritance ? 

8, They persecuted and slew them which showed 
before of the coming of the Just One ; of whom they 
were the betrayers and murderers. ActSf vii. 52. 

T, "What was the sentence of the bond-woman ? Gen, 
xxi. 10. 

8. " Cast out the bond- woman and her son : for the 
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son of the bond-woman shall not be heir with my son, 
even with Isaac." 

T, What did our Lord declare ? Johny viii. 85, 36. 

S, " The servant abideth not in the house for ever : 
but the Son abideth ever. If the Son, therefore, shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed." 

r. How are we taught to abide in these glorious pri- 
vileges ? Heh, X. 23, 24. 

8, " Let us hold fast the profession of our faith with- 
out wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) and 
let us consider one another to provoke unto love and 
nnto good works." 

7*. What should the fall of the Jews teach us ? 

8. Not to glory only in the name of Christians while 
we remain servants of sin. 

T, What does the application of this history euQOu- 
rage us to do ? 

8, To search more deeply for the hidden truth and 
comfort in God's word. 

The Oospd. St. John, vi. 1. 

Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the 
sea of Tiberias. And a great multitude followed 
him, because they saw his miracles which he did 
on them that were diseased. And Jesus went up 
into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 
And the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. 
When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great 
company come unto him, he saith imto Philip, 
WTience shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 
(And this he said to prove him; for he himself 
knew what he would do.) Philip answered him. 
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Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient 
for them, that every one of them may take a little. 
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, 
saith unto him, There is a lad here, which hath five 
barley-loaves and two small fishes : but what are 
they among so many ? And Jesus said, Make the 
men sit down. Now there was much grass in the 
place. So the men sat down, in number about five 
thousand. And Jesus took the loaves, and when he 
had given thanks he distributed to the disciples, 
and the disciples to them that were set down ; and 
likewise of the fishes as much as they would. When 
they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather 
up the fi^agments that remain, that nothing be lost. 
Therefore they gathered them together, and filled 
twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley- 
loaves, which remained over and above unto them 
that had eaten. Then those men, when they had 
seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a 
truth that Prophet that should come into the world. 

T. What are we told concerning the season when this 
event took place ? 

8, "The Passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh" 
(even as Easter, the feast of the Christians, is now at 
hand with us). 

T, How do the other Evangelists describe the place 
where it happened ? 

S, As " a desert place" {Matt, xiv. 15 ; Mark, vi. 35) 
"belonging to the city called Bethsaida" {Luke, ix. 10). 

T, What reason does St. Mark give for our Lord's 
retiring into a desert place with His disciples ? vi. 30, 31. 

8, The Apostles having returned from preaching. 
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'^ gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him 
all things, hoth what they had done, and what they had 
taught. And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves 
apart into a desert place, and rest awhile, for there were 
many coming and going, and they had no leisure so 
much as to eat." 

T. How do the other Evangelists describe the eager- 
ness of the people ? 

8, " They followed him on foot out of the cities" 
{Matt. xiv. 13) ; " and they ran a-foot thither out of all 
cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him." 
Mark, vi. 33. 

T, How is our Saviour's loving-kindness shown ? 

8, " He was moved with compassion toward them, 
and he healed their sick." Matt. xiv. 14. And St. Hark 
says, " He was moved with compassion toward them, be- 
cause they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and 
he began to teach them many things." vi. 34. 

T. How may 'we apply their conduct and Christ*s 
mercy to ourselves ? 

8. If we now show our anxiety to know more of Christ, 
by retiring apart to meditate upon Him and study His 
word ; He will al^o heal our infirmities and teach us all 
things. 

T, What do we observe in the answers of the disciples? 

8, Even they considered such a miracle impossible. 

T. What miracle in the Old Testament does it remind 
us of? 

8. That wrought by Elisha at Gilgal, when there was 
a great dearth in the land, where he fed a hundred men 
with twenty loaves of barley, and " they did eat and left 
thereof." 2 Kings, iv. 42-44. 

T. What did our Saviour do before feeding the people? 

8, *' He took the loaves, and gave thanks." Matthew, 
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Mark, and Luke, say, *< He looked up to heaven and 
blessed them, and brake them." 

T. What does this teach us ? 

8, We must give thanks and ask God's blessing on all 
His gifts, though we think them smaU and insufficient 
for us. 

T. How did He give the loaves to the multitude ? 

8, He distributed to the disciples, and the disciples 
to them that were set down. 

T, How does He now feed us in a miraculous manner? 

8, In the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. " For 
his flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed." 
John, vi. 55. And ** we are all partakers of that one 
bread." 1 Cor. x. 17. 

T. By whom does He dispense this spiritual food? 

8, By His ministers. 

T. What do we finally observe ? 

8. He said, '* Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost." 

T, How does this apply to us ? 

8. He will not permit us to waste or lose His spiritual 
gifts ; we must give account even of the crumbs, and 
show some fruit of all He has given us. 

T, What did the Jews acknowledge ? 

8. '* This is of a truth that Prophet that should come 
into the world." 

T, Yet what do we notice in some of them afterwards ? 
John, vi. 26. 

8, They sought Him, not because of His miracles, 
but because they did eat of the loaves and were filled, 

T, How must ours be a more saving faith ? 

8, We must seek first, " not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life." John, vi. 27. 
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The Fibth Sunday in Lent. 

TheCoOect, 

We beseech Thee, Ahnighty Qod, merdftilly to 
look upon Thy people : that by Thy great goodness 
they may be governed and preserved evermore, both 
in body and soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

T« What is this Sunday called ? 

8. Passion Sunday, because from this day till Good 
Friday the Church directs our thoughts to the events of 
our Lord's death and Passion. 

T. What do we beseech God to do in this Collect ? 

S. Mercifully to look upon His people. 

T* Does He not always look upon us ? 

8. Yes ; ^ The eyes of the Lord are in eveiy place, 
beholding the e^il and the good." Prov, zv. 8. 
• T. In what sense do we mean His looking upon us ? 

S. In mercy and compassion* ** God be merciful 
unto us and bless us : and cause his face to shine upon 
us." Pit. bLvii. 1. 

T, How is God's mercy thus described (Deut. xzvi* 
7) by the children of Israel? 

8. " When we cried unto the Lord God of our fathers, 
the Lord heard our voice and looked on our affliction, 
and our labour, and our oppression.*' 

T. How are we now His people ? 

8. Through Jesus Christ, '* who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us fi*om all iniquity, and purify 
unto himself a pecuUar people, zealous of good works." 
Titus^ ii. 14. 
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T. What are the two mercies which we ask of God for 
His people ? 

S. Government and preservation. 

T, When we ask of Him to govern us, what do we 
mean? 

S. That He will direct ns aright, and coirect us when 
we go astray. 

T. What do we likewise ask Him to do ? 

S, To preserve us, as it is written, " The Lord pre- 
serveth all them that love him." Ps. cxlv. 20. ** He 
preserveth the souls of his saints." xcvii. 10. "Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on thee." Is. xxvi. 3. 

The Epistle. Heb. ix. 11. 

Christ being come an High Priest of good things 
to come, by a greater and more perfect tabemade, 
not made with hands ; that is to say, not of this 
building ; neither by the blood of goats and calves ; 
but by his own blood he entered in once into the 
holy place, having oUained eternal redemption for 
us. For if the blood of buUs and of goats, and the 
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth 
to the purifying of the flesh ; how much more shall 
the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit, 
offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
And for this cause he is the Mediator of the new 
testament, that by means of death, for the redemp- 
tion of the transgressions that were under the first 
testament, they which are called might receive the 
promise of eternal inheritance. 
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T. What do we learn of the office of a high-priest ? 

JJ(?6. V. 1. 

8. " Every high-priest, taken from among men, is or- 
dained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may 
offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins." 

T. What was thetabemacle ? Ex, xxv. xxvi. xxvii. 

8, The place of worship and abode of God's presence 
during the wanderings of the Israelites in the wilderness. 

T, What was Aaron commanded to offer upon the 
ftltar of incense within the holy place ? Ex, xxx. 10. 

8, "And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the 
horns of it once in a year, with the blood of the sin-offering 
of atonements : once in the year shall he make atone- 
ment upon it, throughout your generations : it is most 
holy unto the Lord," 

T, What was the sin-offering? Lev. xvi. 11, 15. 

8, The blood of a bullock for the priest himself and 
his household, and a goat for the people. 

T, Where did he on this occasion enter alone ? 

8. Through the vail into the holy of holies. Lev, xvi. 
17 ; Heh. ix. 7. 

T. What is the tabernacle a shadow of ? 

8, That more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, 
Christ's body. 

r. What is the holy of holies into which He entered ? 

8, Heaven. 

T. How did He make an entrance there ? 

8, By His blood) "having obtained eternal redemption 
for us." 

T. Is this sacrifice once offered sufficient for us ? 

8, " By one offering he hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified." Heb, x. 14. 

T, What was the purpose of the sacrifices under the 
law? 

T 
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S, " To sanctify to the purifying of the flesh." 

T. What will Christ's Wood do for us ? 

8, ** Purge our consciences firom dead works to serve 
the living God*" 

T, St. Paul calls the Christian covenant a testament : 
what do we understand bj this word ? ffeb, ix. 16, 17. 

S. The will or agreement left by a person who is dead. 
" For where a testament is, there must also of necessity 
be the death of the testator ; for a testament is of force 
after men are dead, otherwise it is of no strength at all 
while the testator liveth." 

T. How was the first testament ratified by death f 
JBeb, ix. 18-20. 

8, By the blood of the sacrifices. " Neither the first 
testament was dedicated without blood. For when Moses 
had spoken eveiy precept to all the people according to 
the law, he took the blood of calves, and of goats, with 
water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled botii 
the book and all the people, saying. This is the blood of 
the testament which God hath ex^oined unto you." 

T, How is the New Testament likewise sealed? 

8, '* With the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot." 1 Pet, i. 19, 

T, Could the first covenant suffice for man ? 

8. No. *^ For the law having a shadow of good things 
to come, and not the very image of the things, can never 
with those sacrifices, which they o£fered year by year con- 
tinually, make the comers thereunto perfect." Heb, x. 1. 

T. Was Christ's death a satisfaction for the sins thai 
were under the first testament ? 

8, Tes. It was *' for the remission of sins that are 
past." Mom, iii. 25. 
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7^ Oospd, St. John, viii. 46. 

Jesus said, Which of you oonvinceth me of sin ? 
and if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me ? 
He that is of God heareth God's words : ye there- 
fore hear them not, because ye are not of God. Then 
answered the Jews, and said unto him. Say we not 
well, that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil ? 
Jesus answered, I have not a devil, but I honour my 
Father, and ye do dishonour me. And I seek not mine 
own glory : there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my say- 
ing, he shall never see death. Then said the Jews 
unto him. Now we know that thou hast a devil: 
Abraham is dead, and the prophets ; and thou say- 
est. If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of 
death. Art thou greater than our father Abraham, 
which is dead ? and the prophets are dead : whom 
makest thou thyself? Jesus answered, If I honour 
myself, my honour is nothing ; it is my Father that 
honoureth me, of whom ye say, that he is your 
God : yet ye have not known him ; but I know 
him : and if I should say, I know him not, I shall 
be a liar like unto you ; but I know him, and keep 
his saying. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see 
my day : and He saw it, and was glad. Then said 
the Jews unto him. Thou art not yet fifty years 
old, and hast thou seen Abraham ? Jesus said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abra- 
ham was, I am. Then took they up stones to cast 
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at him : but Jesus hid himself, and went out of 
the temple. 

T, Was it possible to convince Jesus of sin ? 

8. ''He did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth." 1 Pet. ii. 22 ; Is. liii. 9. 

T. How may we know God's people ? 

8. He that is of God heareth God's words. " Whoso- 
ever doeth not righteousness is not of God." Uohn,m.. 10. 

T, What was the contemptuous reply of the Jews ? 

8. " Say we not well, that thou art a Samaritan, and 
hast a devil?" 

T, What do we learn of the Samaritans in the Scrip- 
tures? 

8, We read of their origin (2 Kings, xvii. 24) ; and 
that they had no dealings with the Jews, and were hated 
and despised by them {John, iv. 9 ; Luke, ix. 52, 53). 

T. How did our Saviour prove He had not a devil ? 

8. He said, '' I honour my Father ; " this the wicked 
spirits would not have done. 

T, What did Christ seek on earth ? 

8. Not His own glory, but His Father's will, and the 
salvation of men. 

T, What is the meaning of His words, " There is One 
that seeketh and judgeth ?" 

8. That God, even the Father, sought His (Christ's) 
glory, and would severely judge those who dishonoured 
Him. 

T. What promise did He make to those who kept His 
saying ? 

8. That they should never taste of death. 

71 What death did He mean ? 

8. Eternal death. 
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T, Could the Jews discern Christ's spiritual meaning? 

S. They would not ; but received His words literally, 
as of temporal death. 

T, Did this offend them? 

8. Yes ; because Abraham and the prophets had 
died. They asked Him, therefore, "whom makest thou 
thyself?" 

T. What did He reply? 

8, '*If I honour myself, my honour is nothing; it is 
my Father that honoureth me." 

T. When did our Saviour receive honour of His Father 
before men ? 

8. When He was baptized : "Lo, a voice from heaven, 
saying. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." Matt iii. 16, 17. When He was transfigured : 
'* Behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them : and, be- 
hold, a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear ye him.'* 
Matt, xvii. 5. And when He prayed, " Father, glorify 
thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, say- 
ing, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.'* 
John, zii. 28. 

T. How could Abraham be said to have seen the day 
of Christ? 

S. Prophetically. "Not having received the pro- 
mises, but having seen them afar off." Heb, zi. 13. 

T. Our Saviour declared Himself to have been before 
Abraham. Was He not likewise before all things ? 

8, Yes. " He is before all things, and in him all 
things consist." Col. i. 17. 

r. Of what do the words " I am " remind us ? 

8, God thus declared His great name unto Moses: 
" I AM THAT I AM: thus shalt thou say unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, I AM hath sent me imtoyou." Ex. iii. 14. 

t2 
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The Sunday nexx before Easter. 

The Cddect, 

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender 
love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son, our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and 
to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind 
should follow the example of his great humility ; 
Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the ex- 
ample of his patience, and also be made partakers 
of his resurrection ; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

T. What is this Sunday also called ? 

8, Palm-Sunday, from the branches of palms which 
the Jews cut down and strawed in the way, when our 
Lord made His entry into Jerusalem. Matt, xxi. 8. - 

T, What do we plead with the Almighty ? 

8, His tender love towards mankind. 

T. How is the exceeding tenderness of God's Iovb 
described in 1$. xlix. 15, and Ps, cm. 13 ? 

8. " Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her womb ? 
yea, they may forget, yet will T not forget thee;" and, 
^* Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him." 

T, What perfect instances of love do we now recall ? 

8. ** Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins." lJohn,i\,10. '^Having made peace through 
the blood of his cross." CoL i. 20. 

T. How did Christ thereby humble Himself ? 
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S. '*He was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death." Heb, ii. 9. 

T, What must all Christians do to render this love 
effectual? 

S. " Follow the example of His great humility." 

T, How does St. Peter describe His meek patience ? 
1 Pet ii. 23. 

8, " When he suffered, he threatened not ; but com- 
mitted himself to him that judgeth righteously." 

T. Give some proofs of His enduring things common 
to man? 

S, He was poor, being bom in a manger {Luke, ii. 7) ^ 
He had not where to lay his head (be. 58) ; and women 
ministered unto him of their substance (viii. 3) ; He 
suffered hunger {Matt. iv. 2) ; He felt' grief for Lazarus* 
death {John,jd, 85); and wept over Jerusalem {Luke, -six. Al), 

T, Did He bear the final sufferings of the cross will- 
ingly? 

8» He says, " Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray 
to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than 
twelve legions of angels ? But how then shall the Scrip^- 
tures be fulfilled, that thus it must be ?" Malt, xxvi. 53, 

T, How may we follow this example of patience ? 

S, Suffering willingly whatsoever it is God's will 
should happen unto us, even though it be wrong and 
reproach. 

T, Are aU our sufferings acc-eptable to God ? 

8. " Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a 
thief, or as an evil-doer, or as a busy-body in other m^n's 
matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let h\m 
not be ashamed." 1 Pet, iv. 15, 16. 
. T. What is our comfort in suffering for conscience' sake ? 

8. " If we suffer, we shall also reign with Christ." 2 
Tim. ii. 12, 
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T, Will not the wicked rise again ? 
S, Yes ; but it will be to eternal punishment. 
T. What is the resurrection of which we pray to be 
partakers ? 

8, To eternal life. 



TheEpMe. Phil. ii. 5. 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus : who, being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with Gk)d, ; but made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men : 
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a Name which is above 
every name ; that at the Name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth ; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 

T, What does our Lord teach us to learn of Him? 
Malt, xi. 29. 

8. Meekness and lowliness of heart 

T, How is our blessed Lord's state in heaven described? 

8, As " one with the Father," John^ x. 30. He was 
in glory with the Father before the world was. xvii. 5. 
"Equal with the Father" (Athan. Creed). 

T, What did He make Himself by taking our nature? 

8, "Of no reputation;" i.e. "He was despised, and 
we esteemed him not" {Is. liii. 3) ; "In the form of a 
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servant ; *' L e. He was among us " as one that serveth " 
{Luke, xxii, 27); and He came to "minister" (Matt, xx. 
28); and "In the likeness of men;" i.e. "He hath no 
form or comeliness ; and when we shall see him, there 
is no beauty that we should desire him." Is, liii. 2. 
. T. What is our comfort in that He took the likeness 
of men ? 

8. He took our nature, which man had lowered by 
sin, to teach us how to raise it ; and be one day made 
like unto Him. 1 John, iii. 2. 

T. What was His greatest act of humility ? 

S, His submitting to death, man's punishment for sin 
by God ; and the death of the cross, the most painful 
and humiliating punishment of sin by man. His creature. 

T. What particular sins did He thereby conquer ? 

S. Pride, for He emptied Himself of His power. His 
glory, and His beauty ; covetousness, for He became 
poor for our sakes ; and selfishness, for He suffered all 
these things for others. 

T, Thus having considered first His greatness, and * 
secondly, His deep humility, what do we next observe ? 

8. His exaltation by the Pather, who "raised him 
from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this world, but in that which is to 
come." Ephes, i. 20, 21. 

T. Show from Is, xlv. 21, 23, it is to God alone we 
must bow the knee. 

8. " There is no God else beside me ; a just God, and 
a Saviour : there is none beside me. I have sworn by 
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteous- 
ness, and shall not return, That unto me ivery knee 
shall bow, every tongue shall swear." 
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T. How does the Church teach us to obey the letter 
of God's law ? 

S. We are required to kneel in prayer, and bow with 
reverence at the Saviour's name. 

T. E[ow does St. John describe the lowly worship of 
the elders before the throne, and the Lamb ? Mev» iv. 
0, 10, and v. 14, and xix. 4. 

S. They cast their crowns before the throne, and 
fell down, and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and 
ever. 

77ie Oospd, St. Matt, xxvii. 1. 

When the morning was come, all the chief priests 
and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus, 
to put him to death. And when they had boxmd 
him, they led him away, and dehvered him to Pon- 
tius Pilate the governor. Then Judas, who had be- 
trayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, 
repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces 
of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I 
have sinned, in that I have betrayied the innocent 
blood. And they said. What is that to us 1 see thou 
to that. And he cast down the pieces of silver in 
the temple, and departed, and went and hanged him- 
self. And the chief priests took the silver pieces, 
and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the 
treasury, because it is the price of blood. And they 
took counsel, and bought with them the potter's 
field, to bury strangers in. Wherefore that field was 
caUed, The field of blood, unto this day. (Then was 
fulfilled tjiat which was spoken by Jeremy the pro- 
phet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of 
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silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they 
of the children of Israel did value, and gave them 
for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me.) 

T. (It is necessary to divide the Gospels during this 
week, to secure a separate subject for each day's study. 
To-day we consider the state of the Jews and Judas' 
repentance. ) What do we first remark in the Gospel ? 

S» The hatred of the chief priests and elders to our 
Lord, and their desire to put Him to death, as prophe- 
sied (P«. ii. 2) : " The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, 
and against his anointed." 

T. Why did the chief priests and elders hate our Lord? 

8, Because He reproved their pride, their hypocrisy, 
their uncharitableness, and covetousness {Matt, xxiii.) ; 
tmd they were ofiended at Him, because He taught the 
people as one that had authority. 

T. What was their spiritual state ? 

8. Hardness of heart and unbelief, the result of pride 
and impenitence. 

T. How was the sinful darkness of the Jews described? 
Ts. lix. 10. 

8, '' We grope for the wall like the blind, we grope as 
if we had no eyes : we stumble at noon-day as in the 
night." 

T. What was the temporal state of the Jews? 

8. They were subject to the Bomans, Pontius Pilate 
being the Boman governor of Judeea, and not able to put 
anybody to death without his consent. 
. T. When they had condemned our Lord, what did 
they do ? 

8, They bound Him and led Him away, to deliver 
Him unto Pontius Pilate. 
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T. Judas doubtless remained to hear the result of our 
Lord's trial in the palace of the high-priest. What were 
his feelings when he saw that Christ was condemned ? 

8. He repented himself, saying, " I have sinned in 
that I have betrayed the innocent blood:'* thereby con- 
fessing his knowledge of Chrisfs innocence throughout. 

T. What may we call the besetting sin of Judas ? 

S, Govetousness, or love of money, which, strengthened 
by indulgence, gave him up to work the will of Satan. 

T, How had he done the work of Satan ? 

8. He was a thief and a liar {John, xiiL 29) ; and, 
finally, he was the murderer of his Lord. 

T, Was his repentance too late ? 

8. Yes. He had betrayed the Lord ; and even those 
he had wickedly served answered him, ^* What is that to 
us ? see thou to that." 

T. What do we notice in the conduct of the chief 
priests ? 

8. Their hypocrisy, for they would not put the money 
into the treasury, as not lawful; though they had not 
scrupled to offer it to Judas to induce him to betray the 
innocent. 

T. (We must reconcile this account of Judas* end with 
the fearful description in Acts, i. 18, supposing the rope 
with which he hanged himself broke, and he fell from a 
great height.) What is the fearful pecfaliarity of suicide? 

8. It is a sin which can never be repented of. 

T, Where do we find the prophecy oonceming the use 
made of the thirty pieces of silver ? 

8. In Zechariahf zi. 12, 13. ** So they weighed for my 
price thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said unto me. 
Cast it unto the potter : a goodly price that I was prized 
at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and 
cast them to the potter in the house of the Lord." 
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T. (This prophecy is said to be by Jeremy, but we do 
not find it in his writings. Zechariah repeats it and 
niany other things of this prophet, for which it was said 
by the Jews that the spirit of Jeremy rested upon him.) 
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For the Epigde. Isaiah, Ixiii. 1. 

Who is this that oometh from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah 1 this that is glorious in his 
apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength ? 
I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. Where^ 
fore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments 
like him that treadeth in the wine-fat ? I have 
trodden the wine- press alone, and of the people there 
was none with me : for I will tread them in mine 
anger, and trample them in my fury, and their blood 
shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will 
stain all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is 
in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 
And I looked, and there was none to help ; and 
I wondered that there was none to uphold : there- 
fore mine own arm brought salvation unto me, and 
my fury it upheld me. And I will tread down the 
people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my 
fury, and I will bring down their strength to the 
earth. I will mention the loving-kindnesses of the 
Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all 
that the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great 
goodness towards the house of Israel, which he hath 

. u 
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bestowed on them, according to his mercies, and 
according to the multitude of his loving-kindnesses. 
For he said, Surely they are my people, children 
that will not lie : so he was their Saviour. In all 
their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his 
presence saved them : in his love, and in his pity, 
he redeemed them, and he bare them, and carried 
them all the days of old. But they rebelled, and 
vexed his Holy Spirit ; therefore he was turned to 
be their enemy, and he fought against them. Then 
he remembered the days of old, Moses and his 
people, saying. Where is he that brought them up 
out of the sea with the shepherd of his flock ? where 
is he that put his Holy Spirit within him ? that led 
them by the right hand of Moses, with his glorious 
arm, dividing the water before them, to make him- 
self an everlasting Name ? that led them through the 
deep as an horse in the wilderness, that they should 
not stumble ? As a beast goeth down into the 
valley, the Spirit of the Lord caused him to rest ; so 
didst thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glo- 
rious Name. Look down from heaven, and behold 
from the habitation of thy hoHness, and of thy 
glory: where is thy zeal, and thy strength, the 
sounding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies towards 
me ? Are they restrained 1 Doubtless thou art 
our Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and 
Israel acknowledge us not : Thou, Lord, art our 
Father, oiu* Eedeemer, thy Name is from everlasting. 
O Lord, why hast thou made us to err from thy 
ways ? and hardened our hearts from thy fear t 
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Betum for thy servants' sake, the tribes of thine 
inheritance. The people of thy holiness have pos- 
sessed it but a little while: our adversaries have 
trodden down thy sanctuary. We are thine : thou 
never barest rule over them ; they were not called 
by thy Name. 

T. (The name of Isaiah signifies <* Salvation of Jeho- 
vah," which is singularly appropriate to him who fore- 
told the advent of the Messiah ; His miracles, rejection, 
sufferings, death, and burial, and, lastly. His final glory, 
and the increase and perfection of His kingdom.) What 
does the Prophet describe in his vision ? 

8. A warrior returning from Bozrah (the chief city of 
the Edomites, the greatest enemies of Israel), his gar- 
ments dyed with blood. 

T* Was this from his own wounds ? 

8. No ; " He was in the greatness of his strength," 
sprinkled with the blood of his enemies, whom he had 
conquered. 

T. To what is the conflict likened in which he had 
been engaged ? 

B. To one treading the grapes in the wine-press, and 
trampling them down. 

7. What is described under the figure of the vintage 
and wine-press in Uev, xiv. 19, 20 ? 

8, The gathering in of the. world at the last day, and 
God's wrath accomplished. " The angel thrust in his 
sickle into the earth, and cast it into the great wine-press 
of the wrath of God. And the wine-press was trodden 
without the city, aad the blood came out of the wine- 
press, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a 
thousand and six hundred furlongs." 

T. How is he described that *' treadeth the wine- 
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press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God ?*' Rev. 
xix. 18, 16. 

S, " He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood : 
and his name is called the Word of God. He hath on 
his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LOKD OF LOBDS." 

T. Who is this ? 

S. Jesus Christ. 

T. Who are His enemies whom He has conquered ? 

8, Satan, sin, and death, over whom He returned vic- 
torious from the grave: ^'glorious in His apparel, and 
in the greatness of His strength." 

T. Was He alone, and the conflict severe ? 

S. Yes; He suffered God's wrath against sinners 
alone, and in His agony *^ His sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground." {Luke^ xxii. 
44.) " There was none to help," when He cried out on 
the cross, " My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" 

T, On whom wiU Christ again take vengeance ? 

8. On His enemies ; who yet love the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. 

T, When that day cometh, what is the promise to His 
people ? 

8. The " year of his redeemed " is come also. 

T, Will Christ come alone in that day ? 

8, No ; He cometh *^ with ten thousand of Ms saints.'' 
Jude, 14 ; Rev, xix. 14. 

T, What does Isaiah describe from the seventh verse ? 
. 8. God's mercies to His chosen people, Israel. 

T. What are these the figure of ? 

8. His love and care for His Church. 

T. To whom did God declare that He shared the 
afflictions of His Church ? 
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<9. To Saul, to whom He said, ^' I am Jesus, whom 
thou persecutest" ActSy ix. 5. 

T, Give an instance of the angel of God's presence 
delivering His saints. 

S» The Lord sent His angel to deliver Peter out of 
prison, "out of the hand of Herod, and from all the 
expectation of the Jews." Acts, xii. 11. 

T. Why was God turned to he the enemy of His people 
Israel ? 

S» Because " they rebelled and vexed His Holy Spirit," 

T. Of whom was Moses the type ? 

8. Of Christ, who " is the Shepherd of His flock," the 
Church ; and who by baptism, of which the Bed Sea is a 
type, leads them from the bondage of sin, through the 
wilderness of this world, to the promised land of rest. 

T. (The last verses of this Epistle seem prophetic of 
the calling of the Gentiles, the judgment on the apostate 
Jews, and their destruction by the Bomans.) Which 
words may we apply to ourselves with comfort ? 

S. " Doubtless thou art our Father, though Abraham 
be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not. Thou, 
O Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer, thy Name is 
from everlasting." 

T, How are we called by the name of Christ? 

8. As Christians (the disciples were called Christians 
first in Antioch. Acts, xi. 26). 

r. How does David exclaim to the people of God? 
Ps, cxxii. 6. 

8, " Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall 
prosper that love thee." 

The Goapd, St. Mark, xiv. 1. 
After two days was the feast of the passover, and 
of unleavened bread : and the chief priests and the 

u2 
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scribes sought how they might take him by cr^, 
and put him to death. But they said. Not on the 
feast-day, lest there be an uproar of the people. 
And being in Bethany, in the house of Simon the 
leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having 
an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard, very 
precious ; and she brake the box, and poured it on 
his head. And there was some that had indignation 
within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of 
the ointment made ? for it might have been sold for 
more than three hundred pence, and have been 
given to the poor : and they murmured against her. 
And Jesus said. Let her alone, why trouble ye her ] 
she hath wrought a good work on me. For ye have 
the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye 
may do them good; but me ye have not always. 
She hath done what she could ; she is come afore- 
hand to anoint my body to the burying. Verily, I 
say unto you, Wheresover this Gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, this also that 
she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial 
of her. 

y. On this and the following day, it seems that our 
Lord taught in the Temple during the day, returning to 
Bethany (about fifteen furlongs, or two miles, from 
Jerusalem) with His disciples at night. Yesterday we 
considered the wickedness and malice of the unbelieving 
Jews. What do we notice in this narrative ? 

8. The love and devotion of those who believed on 
Him. 

T. How was this shown ? 

8, Simon, called the Leper, whom Christ had pro< 
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bably healed of his leprosy, receiyed Him into his house 
at the time He was persecuted by the chief priests and 
elders, who were planning His death ; Martha served ; 
Lazarus was one of them that sat at table with Him ; 
and Mary anointed His head and His feet, and wiped 
them with her hair. John, xii. 1-3. 

T, What was the blessing conferred on these be- 
lievers ? 

8, Christ came to them, eat and drank with them, 
receiving their gifts and blessing them ; and opened 
their eyes to understand the purpose of His life and His 
death. 

T. What may we learn from Simon ? 

8* To show our gratitude for Christ cleansing us from 
sin as from leprosy, by not fearing the anger or scorn of 
the wicked, but leading such good lives as may invite 
Christ to dwell with us in our homes, and hear, and 
teach, and bless us. 

T, What do we notice when Martha first received our 
Lord into her house? XuAe, x. 40, 41. 

8. He reproved her for being ** carefrd and troubled 
about many things.*' 

T. What do we afterwards leam concerning her? 
John, xi. 5. 

8. " Jesus loved Martha :" therefore we conclude she 
was in the performance of His wilL 

T. How may we profit by her example ? 

8, If we try to correct our failings, when we find them 
reproved by God's word. 

7. What may we leam from her conduct related in the 
Gospel ? 

8. Not to choose the best place, but perform such 
humble offices as are our duty and suitable to our 
abilities. 
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T, What do we know conoeming Lazarus ? 

8. He must have been a good man, for our Lord loved 
him {Johny xi. 5), and wept for him (35), and raised him 
from the dead (43). He was a witness of our Lord's 
divine power ; for many of the Jews came &om Jerusalem, 
not for Jesus* sake only, but that they might see Laza- 
rus also, and by reason of him went away and believed, 
(xii. 11.) 

T. What do we know of Mary ? 

8, We observe her first sitting at our Lord's feet 
hearing His word, having, as our Lord declared, chosen 
that good part {Lvke, x, 39) ; she believed in Christ's 
power to heal her brother {John, xi. 32) ; and in to-day's 
Gospel we read of a proof of her love for Christ (she was 
silent when Judas and the other disciples murmured at 
her, leaving her cause with Him who knoweth the secrets 
of the heart). 

T, How did our Lord answer the objections as to the 
waste of money ? 

8. " The poor always ye have with you, but me ye 
have not always." 

T, What was God's promise concerning the poor? 
Deut, XV. 11. 

8. '' The poor shaU. never cease out of the land." 

T. (Spikenard, or nard, was an aromatic plant grow- 
ing in the Indies, and the oil extracted from it was 
highly valued by the ancients.) Of what was Mai/s 
anointing our Lord prophetic ? 

8. Of His death and burial. It was the custom among 
the Jews to prepare the dead body for burial by anoint- 
ing it. 

T. Finally, how may we follow Mary's example with 
profit? 

8. By studying Christ's words like her; choosing 
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Him first, giving Him our best gifts, not suoh as 
cost us nothing, and worshipping Him in the lowliest 
manner. 

T, How may believers now give unto Christ? 

S, Through His poor. Inasmuch as we do it to the least 
of His brethren, we do it unto Him. {MaJtt* xxv. 40.) A 
cup of cold water given unto them, because they belong 
to Christ, shall receive a reward. Mark^ ix. 41. 

TUESDAT BEFORE EaSTEB. 

For^Episde, Isaiah, L 5. 

The Lord Gk)d hath opened mine ear, and I was 
not rebellious, neither turned away back. I gave 
my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair : I hid not my face from shame 
and spitting. For the Lord God will help me, there- 
fore shall I not be confounded : therefore have I set 
my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be 
ashamed. JHe is near that justifieth me ; who will 
contend with me ? Let us stand together ; who is 
mine adversary ? let him come near to me. Behold 
the Lord God will help me ; who is he that shall 
condemn me ? Lo, they aU shall wax old as a gar- 
ment : the moth shall eat them up. Who is among 
you that feareth tbe Lord, that obeyeth the voice of 
Ms servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no 
light ? let him trust in the Name of the Lord, and 
stay upon his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, 
that compass yourselves about with sparks ; walk in 
the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have 
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kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand, ye shaQ 
lie down in sorrow. 

7. Why is the Epistle for today again chosen from 
Isaiah? 

8. These words heing prophetic of our Lord's suf- 
ferings, as those chosen for yesterday's Epistle were of 
His triumph. 

T. How were they literally fulfilled? 

S, Our Lord "was not rebellious, neither turned 
back," for He said to His Father, "Not my will, but 
thine be done." {Luke, xxiL 42.) "He gave his back 
to the smiters," when Pilate commanded Him to be 
scourged, and His " cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair; and hid not his face from shame and spitting,'* 
when the servants of the high- priest and Boman " sol- 
diers smote him and did spit upon him." Matt, zxviL 
26-80. 

T. What are we led to consider in this conflict ? 

8, Our Lord's confidence and faith. 

T, How may we stand together with Christ ? 

8, By striving against sin, bearing our cross with 
meekness and patience, and making a good confession of 
our faith. 

T, How does St Paul describe the confidence of God's 
elect ? Rom. viii. 34. 

8. " Who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that 
died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." 

T. Can anything separate us from Christ, if we trust 
in Him? 

8, " I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
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Creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus." Rom. viii. 38, 39. 

T. What is the " darkness " which often compasseth 
His servants ? 

S, The trials of this life, the evil of the world, and the 
doubts suggested by the enemy. 

T. How may we compass ourselves about with sparks 
of our own kindling ? 

8. If we lean upon man, or put our confidence in 
pur own reason and strength. 

T, What must such expect at God's hand ? 

8. " They shall lie down in son'ow." " Their sorrows 
shall be multiplied that hasten after another God." 
Ps, xvi. 4. 

T, What instance is brought before us at this season 
of one who feU from over-confidence in his own strength ? 

8, St. Peter, who denied his Lord thrice from fear 
of man, after confidently asserting that he would die 
with Him. 

The Oospel, St. Mark, xv. 1. 

And straightway in the morning the chief priests 
held a consultation with the elders, and scribes, and 
the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him 
away, and delivered him to Pilate. And Pilate 
asked him. Art thou the King of the Jews ? And 
he answering said unto him, Thou sayest it. And 
the chief priests accused him of many things : but 
he answered nothing. And Pilate asked him again, 
saying, Answerest thou nothing 1 behold how many 
things they witness against thee. But Jesus yet 
answered nothing: so that Pilate marvelled. Now 
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at that feast he released unto them one prisoner 
whomsoever they desired. And there was one 
named Barabbas, which lay bound with them that 
had made insurrection with him, who had com- 
mitted murder in the insurrection. And the mul- 
titude, crying aloud, began to desire him to do as he 
had ever done imto them. But Pilate answered 
them, saying. Will ye that I release unto you the 
King of the Jews? For he knew that the chief 
priests had delivered him for envy. But the chief 
priests moved the people, that he should rather 
release Barabbas unto them. And Pilate answered, 
and said again unto them. What will ye then that I 
shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the 
Jews 1 And they cried out again. Crucify him. 
Then Pilate said imto them. Why, what evil hath 
he done? And they cried out the more exceed- 
ingly. Crucify him. And so Pilate, willing to con- 
tent the people, released Barabbas imto them, and 
delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be 
crucified. 

T, (We propose studying that portion of the Gospel 
which refers to our Lord's trial oad condemnation.) 
What had taken place late on the day before His cra- 
fixion ? ^ 

S. He had been led before Gaiaphas, the high-priest, 
examined before the chief priests, and rulers, and elders 
of the Jews, accused by false witnesses, and condemned 
for blasphemy, and buflfeted and mocked by the servants. 
Matt. xxvi. 56-69. 

T. (It is supposed that since the conquest of the 
Jews by the Bomans they had no power to put any man 
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(to death withoat their consentO To whom did the 
Sanhedrim, or whole council of the Jews, deliver Him ? 
' 8, To PoD%iils Pilate, the Roman Governor of Judfiea. 

T, Did they themselves go into the preetorium, Or 
judgment-hall ? John^ xviii. 28. 

iS. No; ^lest they should be defiled," it being full of 
Bomans and heathens. 

T. Pilate therefore came out unto them. How did they 
seek to pr^udiee him ? 

8, They accused Christ of ** perverting the nation, 
and forbidding to give tribute unto Caesar ; saying, that 
•he himself is Christ, a king." Luke, zziii. 2. 

T, Were these accusations just ? 

8. No. We read that Jesus hid Himself when they 
would have made a king of Him by force {John, vi.ld) ; 
and He had desired them to " render unto Caesar, the 
things which be Csesar's.'* Luke, xx. 2d. 

T, How does He acknowledge that He is indeed a 
king ? John, xviii. 36. 

r 8. *' Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world." 
^ My kingdom is not from hence." 

T. When the ehief jpriests and elders accused Him of 
'many things, did He answer? 

■ 8. No; He answered nothing — never a word ; so that 
-Pilate marvelled. 

T, (It would seem, from St, John's account, that 
Pilate asked some of these questions privately of our 
Lord.) Did Pilate wait to hear the '< truth?" John, 
ixviii. 88. 

8. When he had asked, he went out again imme- 
diately. 

T, After int^ceding for our Lord, what did Pilate 
(eager to spare himself the guilt of condemning Him) 
do? Luke, xxiii. 6-12. 

X 
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S' He sent Him to Herod, the gotemor of Galilee, to 
whose jiirisdiction our Lord belonged. 

T, (This was Herod Antipas who had beheaded John.) 
What do we notice in his conduct ? 

S. He desired to see Christ only from curiosity, and 
though seeing no fault in Him, he and his men of war 
set Him at nought, and mocked Him ; and then, to avoid 
giving first judgment, he ^ sent Him again to Pilate.** 

T, (Then Pilate again intercedes. Luke, zxiii. 13.) 
What circumstance does St. Matthew relate ? xxvii. 19. 

8, *' When he was set down on the judgment-seat, his 
wife sent unto him, saying. Have thou nothing to do with 
that just man ; for I hare suffered many things this day 
in a dream because of him." 

T. How did the Jews seek to threaten Pilate f John, 
XIX. 18. 

8. *' If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's 
friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh 
against Caesar.** 

T. What do we notice in the condnet of Pilate 
throughout this trial? 

8, He was convinced that Christ was innocent, a just 
person ; that there was no fault in Him, and that the 
ehief priests for envy had delivered Him ; yet he was 
afraid of offending the Jews, and willing to please them ; 
he dared not do right, and feared to do wrong, and so 
yielded to evil at last. 

T. When are we tried like Pilate ? 

8, When others would induce us to do wrong from 
fear, or to please men. 

T. What did the multitude then require ? 

8. That Pilate should ^ do as he had ever done unto 
them" (MaNf, xv. 8) ; for it was his custom to release 
unto them a jnisoner at the passover. 
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T, What other prisoner had Pilate at this time t 

8. Barabbas, a robber, who for sedition and murder 
was cast into prison. 

T. Who moved the people to require Barabbas? 

S, Their teachers, the elders. As said Isaiah, iii. 12, 
** O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, 
and destroy the way of thy paths.'* 

2*. Whose was the greatest sin? 

S, Theirs who delivered Christ. JbAn, six. 11. 

T. How did Pilate finally try to dear himself of the* 
guilt of Ghiisrs death ? 

S, He took water and washed his hands before the 
multitude, saying, '* I am innocent of the blood of this 
just person ; see ye' to it'* {3£aU. zzriL 24) ; and then 
delivered Him to them. 

21 When was this custom observed among the Jews ? 
JDemt. zxi. ft-8. 

S. In the case of an uncertain murder. The elders 
of the nearest city and those next unto the slain 
man, were to wash their hands over a sacrifice, and 
say, ^ Our hands have not shed this blood, neither 
have our eyes seen it. Be merciful, O Lord, unto 
thy people Israel, whom thou hast redeemed, and 
lay not innocent blood unto thy people of Israel's 
charge." 

T, How did the Jews call down judgment upon them- 
selves ? 

8. " They answered, His blood be on us and on our 
ehildren." 

T. Was crucifixion a Jewish punishment? 

8, No ; the Jews stoned criminals. It was a Roman 
punishment for slaves and the worst malefactors; but 
Christ had so foretold His death. Mali, xx« 10 ; John^ 
iii. 14. 
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T. How does the Jews* choiee of Barabbas resemble 
tbe choice t>f the world t 

8. Christ is offered to all who ¥dll obey Him, and bear 
His yoke; but some prefer evil, that they may follow 
their own inclinations ; and because they cannot choose 
both, they hate and destroy the good which reproyes' 
them. 

T, (We read in history that Pontius Pilate was after- 
wards banished by the Emperor Caligula to Yienne, in 
Gaul, and died by his own hand.) 

Wednesday before Easter. 
The Bpistk, Hebrews^ Ix. 16. 



Where a testament is, there must also of neces- 
sity be the death of the testator : for a testament is 
of force after men are dead ; otherwise it is of no 
strength at all whilst the testator liyeth. Where- 
upon, neither the first testament was dedicated 
without blood : for when Moses had spoken every 
precept to all the people according to the law, he 
took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, 
and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the 
book, and all the people, saying. This is the blood of 
the testament, which God hath enjoined unto y6\L 
Moreover, he sprinkled with blood both the taber- 
nacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. And 
almost all things are by the law purged with blood ; 
and without shedding of blood is no remission. It 
was therefore necessary that the patterns of things 
in the heavens should be purified with these ; but 
the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifioes 
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than these. For Christ is not entered into the holy 
places made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of Qod for us ; nor yet that he should offer 
himself often, as the high-priest entereth into the 
holy place every year with blood of others : for then 
must he often have suffered since the foundation of 
the world ; but now once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself. And as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment : so Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many ; and unto 
them that look for him shall he appear the second 
time without on unto salvation. 

T. What is a testament ? 

S, A covenant or agreement confirmed by death. 

T, How were God's first covenants with men thus 
sealed ? 

8. With the sacrifice of animals ; as that with Noah, 
after the flood {Oen, viii. 20) ; the covenant with Abraham 
(xv. 9-18) ; and its ratification with Isaac (zxvi. 25). 

T. What is spoken of in the Epistle as the first 
testament ? 

8. The covenant of God with the children of Israel, 
declared by Moses. 

T. How is the dedication or consecration of this testa- 
ment described ? Ex, xxiv, 6-8. 

8. " He sent young men of the children of Israel, 
which ofibred bumt-offeringR, and sacrificed peace-offer- 
ings of oxen unto the Lord. And Moses took half of 
the hlood, and put it in basons ; and half of the blood 
he sprinkled on the altar. And he took the book of the 

x2 
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^ovenadt, and read in the audience of the people ; and 
they Baid, All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be 
obedient And Moses took the blood and crinkled it on 
the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, 
which the Lord hath made with you concerning all these 
words." 

T. What was observed under the law concerning sin ? 

S, It was always purified by shedding of blood, which 
was an acknowledgment that it deserved death. 

T. What did these ceremonies point to ? 

S, The perfect atonement for sin by Christ's death. 
Matt. xxvi. 28. 

T, What does St. Paul declare concerning the Taber- 
nacle and all connected with it ? 

8. They were images or ** patterns of things in the 
heavens." 

T. W^hat was the law concerning the ministiy in the 
Tabernacle ? 

S, The priests were never permitted to enter it with- 
out shedding of blood. Lev, xvi. 8. 

T, What was the hply place the figure of? 

8* Heaven. 

T, How is Christ our high-priest ? 

8, Having entered heaven, there to make atonement 
for us by His own sacrifice, and purify all our offerings 
by this* precious blood-shedding. 

T. How did His sacrifice differ from those under the 
law? 

8, In that it was offered once for all. 

T, How will He come again ? 

8. In power and great glory, as a judge ; without the 
burden of our sins or any sin-offering. 

T, To whom will His second coming be unto sal- 
vation? 



WEDNESDAY BEFOBB EA8TBR. 241 

S. To those who look for Him, and prepare for it hy a 
life of daily ohedience. 

T, How may we eleanse onr sins by His blood 7 

8, If we offer the satisfaction of Christ's death every 
time we approach God by prayer, praying that onr sins 
and their remembrance may be blotted out for his 
sake. 

7\ How shall we thereby fulfil the words of Isaiah, 
liii. 10, 11 ? 

8. We shall *' make his soul an offering for sin ;*' and 
** He shall see of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied." 

T. How do we constantly enjoy the benefits of His 
blood-shedding ? 

8. In the commemoration of His death in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. 

T, What do we pray therein ? 

8. ^^ So to eat the flesh of Christ and to drink His bloody 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by His body, 
and our souls washed through His most precious blood." 

The Oospd, Luke, xxii. 39. 

Am) he came out, and went, as he was wont, to 
the Mount of Olives, and his disciples also followed 
him. And when he was at the place, he said unto 
them. Pray, that ye enter not into temptation. And 
be was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, 
and kneeled down and prayed, saying, Father, if thou 
be willing, remove this cup from me : nevertheless, 
not my will, but thine be done. And there ap- 
peared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthen- 
ing him. And being in an agony, he prayed more 
earnestly ; and his sweat was as it were great drops 



248 WEDKISDAT BEFOBE EASTBB. 

of blood fiilling down to the ground. And when he 

rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, 

he found them sleeping for sorrow, and said unto 

them, Why sleep ye ? Else and pray, lest ye enter 

into temptation. And while he yet spake, behold, a 

multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the 

twelve, went before them, and drew near imto Jesus 

to kiss him. But Jesus said imto him, Judas, be- 

trayest thou the Son of Man with a kiss 1 When 

they who were about him saw what would follow, 

they said imto him, Lord, shall we smite with the 

sword ? And one of them smote the servant of the 

high-priest, and cut off his right ear. And Jesus 

answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he 

touched his ear, and healed him. Then Jesus said 

unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, 

and the elders who were come to him. Be ye come 

out as against a thief, with swords and staves? 

When I was daily with you in the temple, ye 

stretched forth no hands against me : but this is 

your hour, and the power of darkness. Then took 

they him, and led him, and brought him into the 

high-priest's house : and Peter followed afar off. And 

when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, 

and were set down together, Peter sat down among 

them. But a certain maid beheld him, as he sat by 

the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said. 

This man was also with him. And he denied him, 

saying. Woman, I know him not. And after a htUe 

while another saw him, and said. Thou art also of 

them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. And about 
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{he space of one hour after, another confidently 
afi&rmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with 
him ; for he is a Galilean. And Peter said, Man, I 
know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while 
he yet spake, the cock crew. And the Lord turned, 
and looked upon Peter ; and Peter remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said imto him. Before 
the cock crow thou shalt deny me thrice. And Peter 
went out, and wept bitterly. 

(To-day we consider our Lord's agony in the garden, 
His betrayal by Judas, and St. Peter's denial. Cbiist 
probably foretold His betrayal, and Judas concluded his 
agreement with the chief piiests and elders on this day, 
but it took place on the evening of Thursday.) 

T. Where did our Lord resort after His supper with 
His disciples ? 

8. Over the brook Oedron {John, xriii. 1), to a place 
ealled Gethsemane (a village on the Mount of Olives), 
where was a garden. 

T. Who were with Him ? 

8. Peter, and the two sons of Zebedee, James and 
John. 

T. How does He describe His grief to them, and ask 
their sympathy ? MatL xxvi. 38. 

8. " Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch 
with me." 

T, What was His thrice-repeated prayer ? 

8. ^ Bemove this cup from me : nevertheless, not my 
will, but thine be done.*' 

T. What do we notice particularly? 

8. " He fell on the ground ;" ** He kneeled down." 
As His agony increased, ^^ He prayed the more ear- 
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nestly ;** yet twice He left His prayer to strengthen and 
warn the sleeping disciples. 

T, What was the cause of His agony ? 

8. The sins of the whole world, and His Father's wrath 
for sin. 

T. How was our Lord's prayer answered ? 

8. " An angel came unto him from heayen, strength- 
ening him." He received comfort from His creature. 

T. When do we resemble the sleeping disciples ? 

8. When we carelessly indulge the inclinations of the 
flesh instead of watching and praying for God's help, 
when threatened with temptations to deny and forsake 
Christ. 

T. How did they show their weakness ? 

8, When they all forsook Him and fled ? 

T. What do we know of the traitor Judas ? (Iscaziot 
signifies man of death, according to some.) 

8. He was the son of Simon, one of the twelve apostles 
whom Christ sent forth to teach, and seems to have been 
appointed treasurer, keeping the bag, or purse. John, 
ziii. 29 ; and ziL 6. 

T, Yfiih whom had he covenanted our Lord's be- 
trayal? 

8, With the chief priests and elders, who promised 
him thirty pieces of silver (the price of the meanest 
slave). 

T. How is Judas's sin accounted for ? 

8, Satan entered into him; his former sins haring 
prepared the way for the enemy. 

T. When had Jesus shown His divine knowledge of 
Judas's character and purpose ? 

8. After dedaring Himself the bread of life. He said, 
** There are some of you that believe noL For Jesus knew 
from the beginning who they were that beheved not, and 



WEDNEBDAT BEBX)RE EASIER. 245 

who should betray Him." Again, after Peter's con- 
fession, " He answered. Have not I chosen you twelve, 
and one of you is a devil?" (John, vi. 64-70.) After He 
had washed the disciples' feet, he said, ^ Ye are clean, 
hut not all. For He knew who should betray Him" 
(xiii. 10, 11). At the last Supper He declared it to the 
disciples : ** One of you shall betray me,'* giving a sign 
unto John (John, xiii. 26) ; and, finally, in the garden He 
declared, ^ He that betrayeth me is at hand." 

T. How did they send to take Jesus ? 

S, With a band of men and officers, " with swords and 
staves" {Matt, xxvi. 47), *' lanterns, and torches, and 
weapons" (John, xviii. 3), as against a thief. 

T, "What was the sign Judas had given them ? 

8. *' Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he," Matt, 
zxvi. 48. He betrayed Him with the sign of love. 

T. What are the prophetic words of David? P«. 
zU. 0. 

S, ** Mine own familiar friend in whom I trusted, 
which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel 
against me." 

T, We now turn to the consideration of Peter's sin. 
Was his fall the work of the powers of darkness ? 

8, Yes ; Christ having warned him, '* Simon, Simon, 
behold Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift 
you as wheat." 

T. What was the weakness of St. Peter ? 

8. Self-confidence ; he was earnest without humihty. 

T, How did he betray his intemperance on our Lord's 
apprehension ? 

8. He waited not for his Lord's permission, but '* drew 
a sword and smote a servant of the high-priest, and cut 
pff his ear." JIf ar A, ziv. 49. > 

T, Did our Lord need such human aid? 
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8. No; for his Father woiild have given Himtwefve 
legions of angels {Matt, xxvi. 53); therefore He re- 
proved Peter, and healed the servant. 

T. Did Peter place himself in the way of temptation ? 

8. Yes ; he followed afar oS, and at the request of that 
other disciple (probably John) was admitted into the 
high-prie8t*8 palace, where he remained to see the end. 

T. What do we notice in his denial of onr Lord? 

8, He fell from one sin to another. He first denied 
Christ to a maiden before them all, the second time with 
an oath, and the third time he began to curse and to 
swear. Matt. xxvi. 70, 72, 74. 

T, How was he broaght to repentance? 

8. The cock crew, and the I^ord turned and looked on 
Peter (as it were to remind and reproach him), and he 
went ont and wept bitterly. 
. T, When are we in danger of denying Christ? 

8. When we are not prepared to resist temptation by 
watching and prayer. 

7*. What comfort may we derive from Peter's history? 

8, As he who sinned so deeply was restored to our 
Lord's favour on repentance, so we who weep for our sins 
may hope to obtun mercy. 

ThUBSDAT BEFOBE EAffTEB. 

ThsEpidk. ICor.zi. 17. 

• 

. In this that I declare unto you, I praise yoa not ; 
that ye come together not for the better, but for the 
worse. For, first of all, when ye come together in the 
church, I hear that there be divisions among you, and 
I partly believe it. For there must be also heresies 
among you, that they who are approved may be 
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made manileist among you. When ye come together 
thwefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's 
sapper : for in eating every one taketh before other 
his own sapper ; and one is hungry, and another is 
drunken. What, have ye not houses to eat and to 
drink in ? or despise ye the church of God, and 
shame them that have not ? What shall I say to 
you ? shall I praise you in this ? I praise you not. 
For I have received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread ; and 
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said. 
Take, eat ; this is my body, which is broken for you : 
this do in remembrance of me. After the same 
manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
saying. This cup is the new testament in my blood ; 
this do ye, as ofb as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come. 
Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink 
this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this 
cause many are we.ak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we 
should not be judged. But when we are judged, we 
are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the world. Wherefore, my bre- 

Y 
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thren, when ye oome together to eat^ tany one for 
another. And if any man hunger, let him eat at 
home ; that ye come not together unto condemna- 
tion. And the rest will I set in order when I 
come. 

(This day Christ washed His disciples* feet, and gave 
them a commandment to do likewise. Hence it is called 
Diet Mandati ; Mandate, or Maunday Thursday. — Spas- 
Bow's Eaiionale.) 

T. Why is this subject chosen for to-day's Epistle ? 

8. Because our Lord instituted the Sacrament of his 
last Supper on the evening before His crucifixion. 

T, What fact does this Epistle prove ? 

S. That the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was con. 
sidered one of the ordinances of Christ's Church, and 
that Christians came together into one place to oele- 
brate iL 

T, What was the object of St Paul's exhortation? 

8, To reprove the Corinthians for profaning these holy 
mysteries. 

T, What may we be thankful for while reading the 
reproof to the Corinthians ? 

8, That the holy communion is so ordered and ad- 
ministered by the Church, as to prevent all such disorder 
and irreverence. 

T. What does St Paul first notice with displeastire in 
the Corinthians ? 

8. Their divisions, or dissensions. 

T, What are we taught concerning those who divide or 
separate from Christ's flock? 1 John, ii. 19. 

8. " They went out from us, but they were not of ns j 
for if they had been of us they would no doubt have 
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oontinaed with ua ; but they went out, that they might 
be made manifest that they were not all of us." 

T. What is our comfort when we perceive that 
offences or heresies must needs come ? 

S, They make manifest those who are approved, i,e, 
we see Christ's true disciples by their faith and works in 
the midst of trials. 

T. St Paul, after this admonition, relates the manner 
of our Lord's institution of the Sacrament of His body 
and blood. From whom did he derive this ? 

8, From Christ Himself, by special revelation. ** I 
have received of the Lord that which alsa I delivered 
unto you«" 1 Cor, xi. 23. 

T. What are the signs of this Sacrament? 

8, Bread, the staff of life (7s. iii. 1), and wine « that 
maketh glad the heart of man." Ps, civ. 15. 

T. In what words did our Lord establish these signs ? 

8. When ^* He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake 
it, and gave it to the disciples, saying. Take, eat : this ia 
my body, which is broken for you : this do in remem- 
brance of me. Likewise, also, the cup after supper, say- 
ing. This cup is the new testament in my blood ; this do 
ye as oft as ye drink it in remembrance of me." 

T. How must we understand our Lord's words, seeing 
He was bodily present with them ? 

8. In a spiritual manner. We spiritually eat the flesh 
of Christ and drink His blood. 

T. How does this appear from St. Paul's words con- 
cerning it f 

8. ** As often asye eat this bread and drink this cup ye do 
show the Lord's death tUl he come." 1 Cor. zi. 26. "The 
cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the blood of Christ ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ ?" z. 16. 
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T, When Pilate had consented to the desire of the 
Jews, what did he do? 

8, He took Jesus and scourged Him ('* By his stripes 
we are healed." It, liii. 5). 

T. (This was always done by the Bomans before 
cmcifixion.) By whom was our Lord despitefully used? 

8, By the soldiers, who gathered together the whole 
band. 

T. (A band, or cohort, generally consisted of about a 
thousand men.) What does the crown of thorns 
teach us? 

8, That no gloiy can be won without pain and 
sufifering. 

T, Why did they put on Him a purple robe? 

8, It was considered the royal colour, and was in 
mockery of His claim to be king of the Jews ; as was 
also the reed for a sceptre. 

T. What last effort does St John record of Pilate to 
save our Lord, xix. 4, 5, 6 ? 

8. " Pilate went forth, and saith unto them, Behold, 
I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find 
no fault in him. Then came Jesus forth, wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate saith 
unto them, Behold the man !" Again, " Take ye him 
and crucify him ; for I find no fault in him." 

T, (It was the custom for criminals to bear their own 
cross ; and so did our Lord at first, John, six. 17.) Why 
may we suppose he was unable from fatigue and faint- 
ness to do so long? 

8, Because ** they compelled one Simon, a Cyrenian, 
who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of 
Alexander and Bufus, to bear his cross.** Mark, xt. 21. 

T, (Cyrene is a city of Lybia, in AMca. BuAis was 
probably well known, and resided at Borne, as St.' ?anl 
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salutes him, Bern, xvi. 13.) Is it not an honour to suffer 
with and for Christ ? 

S, Yes; His disciples rejoice when they are ootmted 
worthy to suffer shame for His name. AcU, v. 41. 

T. Who are we told still followed Christ ? 

S. ^ A great company of people, and of women, who 
also bewailed, and lamented him." 

T. What does our Saviour allude to when speaking to 
the women ? 

S. To the miseries that were coming upon the Jews 
for their hardness of heart, and the destruction of Jeru* 
salem ; therefore He bids them rather weep for them^ 
selves and their children. 

T. Where was He led ? 

8. To a place called Golgotha, — that is to say, a place 
of a skull (Syriac), or Calvary. 

T, (This was a hill to the north of Mount Zion, with- 
out the walls of Jerusalem, where criminals were exe- 
cuted.). What does St. Paul teach from the circum- 
stance of Christ suffering without the walls ? Heb, xiii. 
11, 12. 

8, ^' The bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought 
into the sanctuary by the high-priest for sin, are burned 
without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might 
sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without 
the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without 
the camp, bearing his reproach." 

2!. The wine or vinegar mingled with myrrh or gall 
(Matt, xxvii. 34; Mark, zv.| 23), which they gave Him 
to drink, was a kind of sour wine mixed with bitter and 
poisonous spices, given to criminals to deaden the sense 
of pain. What are the prophetic words of David? Ps, 
Ixix. 21. 
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8, **They gftve me also gall for meat; and in my 
thirat they gave me vinegar to drink.'* 

T, What is Christ's command? Luke, iz. 23, and 
xiv. 27. 

8. ** If any man will come after me, let him deny him- 
self and take up his cross daily, and follow me ; ** again, 
** AVhosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple*" 

7*. What is our appointed cross ? 

8, Every trial in this life, however great or small, 
whether poyerly, sickness, or the unkindness and in- 
juries of others. 

7. When do we revise to bear our cross ? 

8. When we will not bend or give up our own will — 
to take all these ills patiently and cheerfully. 

T. May we make crosses to ourselves ? 

8. No ; we must follow our Lord — not make paths to 
ourselyes — saying, as He did, ** Not nly will, but thine 
be done ;'* for He knows what is best for our souls. 

Good Fbtoay. 

The Collect. 

Alm IGHTT QoDy we beseech Thee graciously to be- 
hold this Thy fiunily, for which our Lord Jesus 
Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given up 
into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death 
upon the cross, who now liveth and reigneth with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world with- 
out end. Amen, 

T, Why is this day called Good Friday ? 
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8, Becaiise our Lord's death, which we comiheinorate, 
has procured all good for us, and was the perfection of 
goodness. 

T.^Why is it then kept as a strict fast ? 

J8. For that we must mourn for our sins, and those 
of the whole world, which crucified our Lord. 

T. How may we call ourselyes the familjr of God? 

8, As Christians we are his children by adoption 
and grace, *< baptized into Jesus Christ" (Bom, Ti. 3) ; 
** of whom the whole family in heaven and earth ia 
named" {£pk. ii. 15) ; " And because we are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hefffts, 
dying, Abba, Father'* {GaL iv. 6); That Christ might 
be " the firstborn among many brethren." (Bom. viii. fl9 ) • 

T, What did our Lord Jesus Christ do for us ? 

8. He was eontbnted to be betrayed, and given up into 
the hands of wicked men, to sufB&r death upon the cross. 

2*. How did He prove that He was contented to ea« 
dure this? 

8, By declaring His knowledge of His own su£G»ings, 
and going to meet them. iMke, xviii. 81. 

T. How are we led to believe that Christfa emdfied 
body is gloiified in heaven ? Bev, v. 6. 

8, John " beheld, and lo! in the midst of the elders 
stood a lamb as it had been slain." 

T. How do we further perceive this lamb was Christ? v. 9. 

8. By the song of the elders. **Thou art worthy to 
take the book and to open* the seals thereof: for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 
out of eveiy kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation." 

Almtghty and everlasting Qod, by whose Spirit 
the whole body of the Church is governed and 
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sanctified ; Beoeive our supplications and pniTers, 
which we offer before Thee for all estates of men 
in Thy holy Church, that every member of the 
same, in his vocation and ministry, may truly^ and 
godly serve Thee ; through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

T, What is our prayer in the second Collect t 

S. That God's family, the Church, may serve Him 
according to His will. 

T. How does He teach us to know that will ? 

8, By giving us the Holy Spirit to govern and sanc- 
tify us. 

7. For whom are we taught to pray in the Church 
Service ? 

S. For all estates of men ; ** For kings, and for all 
that are in authority;** For the bishops and clergy; 
**• For all that are in any ways afflicted or distressed in 
mind, body, or estate;'* For those who do not pray 
for themselves ; and for our enemies. 

T, What do we mean by vocation and ministry ? 

8. Vocation means our own calling, — the duties which 
God has placed before us ; ministry means our respective 
works and duties to others, either in a temporal or 
spiritual sense. 

T. May we serve God in every calling ? 

8, Yes ; by love to our brethren. 

T, How may servants ** adorn the doctrine of God, our 
Saviour, in all things " in their caUing ? THtuSj il. 9, 10. 

8. If they be ^ obedient unto their own masters, and 
please them well in all things; not answering again; 
not purloining, but showing all good fidelity. 

T. Why should we be led to consider how we may best 
serve Christ on this day f 
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8, As the thought of His death for ns should move 
lis to gratitude and love to Him. 

T. What must we pray our service may he ? 

8, True and godly, t. e. sincere, without hypocrisy ; 
sanctified hy prayer and religious observances. 

O ifERdFUL God, who hast made all men, and 
liatest nothing that Thou hast made, nor wouldest 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he should be 
converted and live; Have mercy upon all Jews, 
Turks, Infidels, and Heretics, and take ftx)m them 
all ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt of 
Thy word ; and so fetch them home, blessed Lord, 
to Thy flock, that they may be saved among the 
remnant of the true Israelites, and be made one 
fold under one Shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

T, For whom do we pray in the third Collect f 

8, For all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics-^ the 
enemies of ihe Cross of Christ, who are not of His 
family. 

T, "Why is this prayer chosen for to-day ? 

8, The thought of our own blessing, through .Christ's 
death, should lead us to pity their darkness ; and aftei* 
our Saviour's example of praying for His enemies. 

T, What death must sinners die? 

8, Eternal death. 

T, What do we call God ? 

8. "Merciful." 

T, What is the greatest proof of His mercy ? 

S» His compassion to sinners. 
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T. How is this described by the prophet Micah ? Tii. 
18, 10. 

8, **Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
irnqtiity, and passeth by the transgression of the rem- 
nant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for 
ever, because he delighteth in mercy. He will turn 
again, he will have compassion upon us; he will sub- 
due our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins 
into the depths of the sea.'* 

T, To whom is His mercy extended ? 

8. To those who are converted, t. e. repent of their 
sins, and turn to Him. 

T. What prevents the union of all people with Christ f 

8, Their ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt 
of His Word. 

T. How is this shown in those whom we mention in 
the Collect? 

8. In the Jews, by their rejection of Christ; in the 
Turks, by their belief in, and worship of, a false prophet; 
in Infidels, because they will not beUeve; and in He- 
retics, because th^ have gone astray from the true 
faith. 

T. How does our Lord describe His unceasing love 
as the good Shepherd ? JbAii, x. 7-16. 

8» He is the door of the sheep ; He seeks those who 
are lost and brings them back to His fold ; He is known 
of His own, and saves them in danger ; and He has laid 
down His life for all. 

T. Who are the remnant of the true Israelites ? 

8» Those who beUeve. 

T, How was it prophesied by Isaiah, x. 21, and Ezekiel, 
vi. 8, that a remnant should be saved ? 

8, *< The remnant shall return, even the remnant of 
Jacob, unto the mighty God," and "yet will I leave a 
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femnant, that ye may have 8ome that shall escape the 
sword among the nations, when ye shall be scattered 
through the countries." 

T. What will be the great bliss of Heaven ? 

S. Unity and love — to be one, — one with Christ as 
He is one with the Father. 

T. How most we all try to promote Christ's kingdom 
on earth ? 

S. By our prayers for the Church, and for all to be 
joined to her ; and by ** endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace." Eph. iv. 3. 
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Thb law having a shadow of good things to come, 
and not the very image of the things, can never with 
those sacrifices, which they offered year by year con- 
tinually, make the comers thereunto perfect: for 
then woiild they not have joeased to be offered % be- 
catise that the worshippers onoe purged should have 
had no more confidence of sins. But in those sacri-^ 
fices there is a remembrance again made of sins every 
year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulk 
and of goats should take away sins. Wherefore^ 
when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice 
and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou 
prepared me : In burnt-offerings and sacrifices for 
sin thou hast had no pleasure : Then said I, Lo^ I 
come (in the volume of the book it is written of me) 
to do thy will, God. iibove, when he said, Sacri-* 
fice and offering, and burnt-offerings, and offering 
for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure 

z 
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theiem, vbioh are offered by the Law : then said he^ 
Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away 
the first, that he may establish the second. By the 
which will we are sanctified, through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for alL And every 
priest standeth daily ministering, and offering often- 
times the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins. But this man, after he had offered one sacri- 
fice for sins, for ever sat down on the right hand of 
God ; from henceforth ex:pectmg till his enemies be 
made his footstool. For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified : Whereof 
the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us : for after 
that he had said before, This is the covenant that 
J will make with them after those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds will I write them ; and their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more. Now where 
remission of these is, there is no more offering for 
sin. Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through 
the vail, that is to say, his flesh ; and having an High 
Priest over the house of God ; let us draw near with 
a true heart, in full assurance of £Edth, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold &st 
the profession of our faith without wavering ; (for 
he is faithful that promised ;) and let us consider 
one another to provoke unto love, and to good works ; 
not fors£bking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is ; but exhorting one an- 
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other: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approachiog. 

T. What great sacrifice of the Jews was especially 
typical of our Saviour's atonement ? 

S, The yearly atonement, when the priest alone entered 
the holy place, and offered sacrifices for himself and all 
the people. 

T, How were the Jews commanded to keep this day ? 
Lev. zziii. 26-32. 

i9. As a holy day — ^fasting and afflicting their souls. 

T, What does 8t Paul declare to the Jews in regard of 
this? 

8, The insufficiency of the sacrifices to atone for sin. 

7*. How was this proved ? 

8. By their being ofildred every year anew, making a 
remembrance also of former sins. 

T. What would have been the case if these sacrifices 
had availed to take away all sin ? 

8, They would have ceased to be offered ; there would 
have been no need of a Saviour. 

T. What are the prophetical words of David ? P«. xL 
6, 7, 8. 

8. ^ Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire ; mine 
ears hast thou opened: burnt-offering and sin-offering 
hast thou not required. Then said I, Lo I come : in 
the volume of the book it is written of me. I delight to 
do thy will, O my God : yea, thy law is within my heart," 

T« Is it easy for us to rely on anothei's merits and 
vicarious suffering ; or do we rather desire to offer some- 
thing of our own ? 

8. We rather desire to win back God's favour for 
ourselves. 

T, But how has God willed us to be sanctified? 
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8. By the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 

7. How often was the contmnal burnt-offering ob- 
served ? Numh, zxviii. 8. 

S, " Day by day," t. e, daily. 

T, Christ knew His Father's will, how mnst we lear it ? 

8, By submission and patience; hereafter we shall 
love it, there will be no second will ; this is the happiness 
of saints and angels. 

7. What does Christ await at God*s right hand ? 

5. The conquest of His enemies ; as David prophe- 
sied, '* The Lord said unto my Iiord, Sit thou at my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstooL** 
Ps. ox. 1. 

T, How does He perfect for ever those that are 
aanctifled ? 

8. Forgiving their sins for the sake of His offering, 
and renewing them, that they may enter into the holiest 
by His blood shed for them. 

T, How is th^ Holy Ghost a witness to us of these 
things? 

8, Having declared the new covenant by the prophets 
{Jer, xxxi. 83, 84), and enabling us now to discern the 
flilfUment of God's purpose. 

T, What are our privileges in this Covenant? 

8, Boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, relying on His intercession. 

T. What has He made for us ? 

8. A new and living way; for the way of the law was 
but dead, or a shadow to this. 

T. How must we avail ourselves of this ? 

8, Drawing near " with a true heart, in fiill assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con- 
science, and oiu: bodies washed with pure water." 
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T, How are we encouraged to oonfldenoe f 

8. Being reminded of the faithAiIness of Him that 
promised. 

T, What is finally enjoined upon us ? 

8, Charity, considering one another; the assembling 
of ourselves together, and exhorting one another. 

T. How is the day of the Lord approaching ? 

8, Eveiy year brings our own death, and His coming 
nearer. 

Th% OospeL St. John, zix. 1. 
Pqatb therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 
And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put 
it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, 
and said, Hail, King of the Jews ! And they smote 
him with their hands. Pilate therefore went forth 
again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth 
to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. 
Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, 
imd the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them^ 
Behold the man ! When the chief priests there- 
fore and ofi&oers saw him, they cried out^ saying, 
Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them. 
Take ye him, and crucify him : for I find no &ult 
in him. The Jews answered him. We have a law, 
and by our law he ought to die, because he made 
himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore 
heard that saying, he was the more afraid ; and 
-went again into the judgment-hall, and saith unto 
Jesus, Whence art thou ? But Jesus gave him no 
answer. Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou 
not unto me ? Knowest thou not that I have power 
to crucify thee, and have power to release thee ? 

z2 
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JesoB answered, Thou oouldest have no power at 
all against me, except it were given thee from above : 
therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the 
greater sin. And from thenceforth Pilate sought 
to release him : but the Jews cried out, saying. If 
thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend* 
Whosoever maketh himself a king, speaketh against 
CfiBsar. When Pilate therefore hestrd that saying, 
he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judg- 
ment-seat, in a place that is called the Pavement, 
but in the Hebrew, Gkibbatha. And it was the 
preparation of the passover, and about the sixth 
hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your 
king I But they cried out, Away with him, away 
with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, 
Shall I crucify your king ? The chief priests an- 
swered. We have no king but Csesar. Then delivered 
he him therefore unto them to be crucified : and 
they took Jesus, and led him away. And he, bear- 
ing his cross, went forth into a place called the place 
of a skuU, which is called in the Hebrew, Golgotha: 
where they crucified him, and two other with him, 
on either side one, and Jesus in the midst.. And 
Pilate wrote a title, cmd put it on the cross ; and the 
^mting was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. This title then read many of the 
Jews : for the place where Jesus was crucified was 
nigh to the city : and it was written in Hebrew^ and 
'Greek, and Latin. Then said the chief priests of 
the Jews to Pilate, Write not. The King of the Jews : 
but that he said, I am King of the Jews. Pilate 
answered, What I have written, I have written. 
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Then the soldiers, when they had crucified. Jesus, 
took his garments, and made four parts, to every 
soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat 
was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 
They said therefore among themselves, Let us not 
rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be : that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled, which saith. They 
parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture 
they did cast lots. These things therefore the sol-? 
diers did. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, 
his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife 
of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus 
therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing 
by whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, 
Woman, behold thy son. Then saith he to the 
disciple. Behold thy mother. And from that hour 
that disciple took her unto his own home. After 
this, Jesus knowing that all things were now ao- 
comphshed, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 
saith, I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of 
vinegar : and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and 
put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When 
Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said. 
It is finished : and he bowed his head, and gave 
up the ghost. The Jews therefore, because it was 
the preparation, that the bodies should not remain 
upon the cross on the sabbath day (for that sabbath 
day was an high day), besought Pilate that their 
legs might be broken, and that they might be taken 
away. "Hien came the soldiers, and brake the legs 
of the first, and of the other which was crucified 
with him. But when they, came to Jesus, and sa* 
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that he was dead already, they brake not his legs. 
But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, 
and forthwith came thereont blood and water. And 
he that saw it bare record, and his record is true : 
and he knoweth that he saith trae, that ye might 
believe. For these things were done, that the Scrip- 
ture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not 
be broken. And again, another Scripture saith, They 
shall look on him whom they pierced. 

T. To-day we consider the Crucifixion of our Lord. 
The Cross was in the shape of a T, and the criminal 
was usually nailed to it by his hands and feet, while it 
lay on the ground ; it was then lifted up and fixed in 
the ground. What does this recall to us f 

8. The lifting up of the serpent in the wilderness 
{Numb, xxi. 9), according to Christ's words, "As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up." John^ iii. 14. 

T, How are our Lord's wounds on the Cross pro^ 
phetically described? Ps, zxii. Id; Zech. xiii. 6. 

S, " They pierced my hands and mj feet;" and ^ What 
are these wounds in thy hands? Then he shall answer. 
Those with which I was wounded in the house of mj 
friends." 

T, How was the prophecy of Isaiah, liiL 12 (" He was 
numbered with the transgressors "), fulfilled ? 

8. He was crucified with two thieves, ♦* on either side 
one, and Jesus in the midst." 

T. Who were His executioners f 

8, The soldiers; four in number, for they divided His 
garment into four parts, — to eveiy soldier a part. 

r. How is this describe4 in Psalm xxii. 18 ? 



GOOD FRIDAY. 267 

S. " They part my garments among them, and past 
lots upon my yesture." 

T. (It was customary among Ihe Romans to write the 
crime for which he suffered, over the head of the 
criminal.) What is remarkable in the title which Pilata 
wrote? 

8. Christ thereby receiyed from His enemies the title 
which the wise men gave Him at His birth; and for 
taking which the Jews declared they crucified Him, 

T. ^ hat were our Lord's words on the Cross ? 

S, Ist. His prayer for His murderers ; 2dly. His for* 
giveness and acceptance of the penitent thief; ddly. His 
giving His mother to the care of the beloved disciple ; 
4thly. His prayer to God when forsaken; Othly, His 
complaint, ** I thirst ;" 6thly. His declaration that His 
work was fini^ed ; and 7th]y, His yielding His spirit 
to His Father. 
, T, What do we notice in the conduct of the thief? 

8, His sincere repentance, confessing his unworthi-r 
ness ; his acknowledgment of Christ's goodness and 
truth ; his faith in Him, and prayer not for present re- 
lief from deserved punishment, but for mercy hereafter. 

2*. What were the wonderful signs when " He bowed 
his head and gave up the ghost ?" 

8. There was darkness over all the land before His 
death, then ** The veil of the temple was rent in twain ; 
the earth did quake, and the rocks rent ; and the graves 
were opened ; and many bodies of the saints which slept 
arose.'* Matt, xxvii. 51, 52. 

T, At what hoxa did these events take place ? 
' 8. He was nailed to the Cross at the third hour 
(nine o'clock in the morning) ; darkness began at the 
sixth hour (twelve o'clock), and lasted till the ninth 
hour (three o'clock in the afternoon), when Christ diedi» 
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T. Who stood by the Cross ? 

5. His mother and His mother's sister, Mary the wife 
of Gleophas, and Maxy Magdalene, and the beloved 
disciple. 

T. What may we observe from this company? 

8, That the pure, the penitent, the loving, are nearest 
to the Gross of Christ. 

T, Why was omr Lord pierced ? 

a. " That the Scripture should be fulfilled, A bone 
of him shall not be broken " {Ex, xii. 46 ; Numb, ix. 13) ; 
and, ^ They shall look on him whom they pierced.** Zeeh, 
xii. 10. 

T, What might the blood and water foreshow ? 

i9. The two sacraments, which streams flow for the 
healing of all nations. 

T, What was the effect on those who beheld these 
things? 

8, " The centurion said. Truly, this man was the Son 
of God *• ( JIfrtr*, XV. S9) ; and the people who came to- 
gether, smote their breasts and returned. JAtke^ xxiii. 48. 

2*. How must we strive to keep this day ? 

8. Remembering our sins which indeed omcified our 
Lord, applying His death and sufferings as the only sa- 
crifice we may offer for them, and resolving to love Him 
better for His unspeakable mercies, 

EastebEyen. 

The CoUect. 

Qraitt, Lord, that as we are baptized into the 
death of Thy blessed Son onr Saviour Jesus Christ, 
so by continual mortifying our corrupt affections 
we may be buried with Him ; and that through the 
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grave, and gate of death, we may pass to our joyful 
resurrection ; for His merits, who died, and wbb 
buried, and rose again for us, Thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Ameti, 

T, What do we plead with God in this Collect? 

S. Our baptism into the death of Christ. 

T. What do we mean by this ? 

8, Our being baptized into a share of the promises 
His death has won. 

T. How does St. Paul explain our duties, who are 
baptized into the death of Jesus Christ ? Bom, vi. 4. 

8. ''Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death : that like as Christ was raised up fiom the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life." 

r. What do we pray in the baptismal service? 

8, ^ O merciful God, grant that the old Adam in this 
child may be so buried, that the new man may be raised 
up in him. Amen. " 

T. How must we try to be thus buried with Christ? 

8, By continually mortifying our corrupt affections. 

T. How does His death teach us to do this ? 

8, In it He conquered eveiy inclination and weakness 
of the flesh. 

T. What is our comfort as we draw near to the grave ? 

8. Christ has lain there, and all His saints have passed 
through the gate of death. 

T, How may we profit by the thought of His death 
and quiet grave ? 

8. If it lead us to cast aside all our cares and worldly 
thoughts, and strive after peace, and rest in Him. '* We 
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out." 1 Tim, vi, 7. 
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T. What 18 our comfort in daily dying unto Jesns ? 
2 Cor. iv. 16. 

8, '* Thongh oiir outward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day." 

T. What is the blessing of those who '* keep the com- 
mandments of God and the faith of Jesns ? " Bev. xiv. 1 3> 

8, '* Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, finom 
henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours ; and their works do follow them.'* 

T. Can we obtain this joyful resurrection by omr own 
exertions alone ? 

8. No ; but for His merits who died, and was buried, 
and rose again for us. 

The EpMe, 1 St. Peter, iiL 17. 

It is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer 
for well-doing, than for evil-doing. For Christ also 
hath onoe suffered for sins, the just for the unjust^ 
that he might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit. By which 
fJso he went and preached unto the spirits in prison ; 
which sometime were disobedient, when once the 
long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing ; wherein few, that 
is, eight souls, were saved by water. The like figure 
whereunto, even baptism, doth also now save us, 
(not the putting away the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience towaards God), by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ : who is gone into 
heaven, and is on the right hand of God, angels 
and authorities and powers being made subject 
unto him. 
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T. (This Epistle waft written when the Hebrew Christ- 
ians were suffering great persecutions.) How does the 
Epistle be^ ? 

B. With an exhortation to patience in afSiction and 
persecution. 

T. Our afflictions are light compared to those suffered 
by Christians in those days ; but, howerer severe, where 
is our best comfort? 

8. In the remembrance of Christ's sufferings for us, 
and His example of patience. 

r. What does St. Peter declare ? 

8, ^ Christ was put to death in the flesh, but quickened 
by the Spirit" 

T. Need we fear the malice of our enemies after death ? 

8. No ; Christ hath said, " Fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the soul." MaU* x. 38. 

T, How does Job describe his belief in the resurrec- 
tion? xix. 25, 26. 

8. " For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : and though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God." 

2*. What is the article in our Creed after the death of 
Christ? 

8. ** He descended into hell :" not the place of pu- 
nishment, but of departed spirits. 

T, What do we read of the spirits of those that were 
slain for the word of God ? Bev. vi. 10, 11. 

8. '* And they cried with a loud Toice, saying. How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood pn them that dwell on the earth f 
And white robes were given unto every one of them ; 
and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet 
for a little season, until their fellow-servante also and 

A A. 
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their brethren, that should be killed as they were, 
should be fulfilled." 

T, Christ's soul may haye held communion with these 
spirits in prison or safe-keeping ; or the words in the 
EpisUe may mean, that by the same Spirit it was that 
God preached to the disobedient in the days of Noah. 
How were the righteous then saved? 

8, By water. 

T. Are we saved by the like figure ? 

8, Yes, in baptism. 

T. How must we distinguish between the outward sign 
and inward grace ? 

8. We are saved, not by the washing of the flesh, 
but by the renewing and cleansing Spirit. 

T. What proofs have we still of God's long-suffering ? 

8. We are still alive, and have time to repent and 
amend our lives ; and He still preaches to us by His 
holy Gospel. 

T. Who are made subject to Christ? 

8. "Angels, and authorities, and all powers." 

T. How must we pray for submission to His will ? 

8. " Thy will be done in earth as in heaven." 

The Gospel, St. Matt, xxvii. 57. 

When the even was come, there came a rich man 
of ArimathsBa, named Joseph, who also himself was 
Jesus' disciple. He went to Pilate, and begged the 
body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body 
to be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the 
body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid 
it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out 
in the rock ; and he rolled a great stone to the 
door of the sepulchre, and departed. And there 
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was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting 
over against the sepulchre. Now the next day that 
followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests 
and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying. Sir, 
we remember that that deceiver said, while he was 
yet alive. After three days I will rise again. Com- 
mand, therefore, that the sepulchre be made sure 
until the third day, lest his disciples come by night 
and steal him away, and say unto the people. He 
is risen from the dead : so the last error shaU be 
worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye 
have a watch ; go your way, make it as sure as 
you can. So they went and made the sepulchre 
sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch. 

T. (It was not lawful for criminals to hang all night 
on the tree. Deut, xxi. 23.) What was this evening ? 

8. The preparation, i, e, the day before the Sabbath. 
Mark, xv. 42. 

T, Who was Joseph of Arimatheea? 

8, A rich man, "an honourable counsellor" {Mark, 
XV. 43) ; "he was a good man and a just (the same had 
not consented to the counsel and deed of them) ; who 
also waited for the kingdom of God " {Luke, xxiii. 50) ; 
" being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews " {John, xix. 88). 

T, What did Pilate do on his application ? 

8, He took care to ascertain if Jesus was indeed dead, 
thereby adding his witness to the truth of our Lord's 
resurrection. 

T, Who came with Joseph to take the body of Jesus ? 

8. Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by 
night John^ six. 39. 
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2*. What do we notioe in these two ? 

8* They who were formerly timid disciples were now 
the boldest ; we read that Joseph ^ went in boldly unto 
Pnate.* jrcri,xv.43. 

2*. What preparations did they make according to the 
cnstom of the Jews ? 

S. They brought myrrh and aloes, about an hundred 
pounds weight, and fine linen (John, xix. 39) ; and the 
women returned and prepared spices and ointments." 
Lmke^ xxiii. 56. 

2*. How was the prophecy of Isaiah fulfilled, liii. 8, 
*' He made His grave with the rich ? " 

S. They laid Him in Joseph's own new tomb : hewn 
ooi of the rock, " wherein was never man yet laid." 
Jolutf xix« 41. 

T. How did the disciples secure the sepulchre ? 

8. They rolled a great stone to the door of it. 

7, What was the fear of Christ's enemies ? 

S, That the disciples should come, and steal Him by 
night. 

7. What did this caution effect ? 

8* It proved more Idlly the truth of Christ's resnr- 
raetioQ ; His enemies even were His witnesses. 

7. How may we profit by the example of the women 
who sat over against the sepulchre ? 

S, By watching this day by His grave, and contem- 
plating the Ailfilment of prophecy. 

Easter Day. 

The Collect, 

AiMiQWPT God, who through tl^ne Only-begotten 
Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death, and opened 
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unto UB the gate of everlasting life ; We humbly 
beseech thee, that, as by thy special grace preventing 
us thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by 
thy continual help we may bring the same to good 
effect ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Qhost, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen, 

T, What do we commemorate this day ? 

8, Our Saviour's resurrection, 

T, (" Christ is risen," was the salutation of the early 
Christians to each other on this day.) How did Jes 
Christ overcome death ? 

8. By rising again the third day, showing thereby tha 
it was not possible that death could hold Him. 

T, Was not this prophesied even from the beginning? 

8, Yes, as our Saviour Himself declared unto His 
disciples after His resurrection. " Ought not Christ to 
have suffered these things and to enter into his glory ? 
t.e. was it not so foretold in the Scripture ? Among the 
things He then declared to ^em, doubtless the Besur- 
rection was the chief. Luke, xxiv. 26. 

T. Give the prophetic words of David, which St. Paul 
referred to our Saviour. Acts, ii. 27. 

S, " Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ; neither wilt 
thou suffer thy Holy One to see corruption." Pt, xvi. 10 

T, What has this victory procured for us ? 

S. It has opened unto us the gate of everlasting life. 
" When he ascended up on high he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men." Ephes. iv. 8. 

T. What was our Saviour's promise to His disciples ? 
John, xiv. 3. 

8, " I go to prepare a place for you ; that where I am, 
there ye may be also." 

A. a2 
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T. How hare we " good desires ?" 

8* By God's special grace. 

T. Where must we look for special grace in tuue of 
need? 

8, To God's word and prayer, diligently doing all things 
which He has commanded. 

T, How may this holy season be a means of grace to 
ns? 

8. If it lead us to remember Christ's resurrection, not 
only with good desires, but by bringing tlie same to good 
effect. 

T. Whose work are we taught to consider this ? Phil, 
ii. 18; 2 Cor. ix. 8. 

8, " It is God that worketh in us both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure ;" and ** God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you, that ye, always having all suf- 
ficiency in all things, may abound to every good work." 

T, May we receive this grace once for all ? 

8, No ; we heed *' continual help." 

T. What is our comfort in this ceaseless struggle to 
abound in the work of the Lord f 1 Cor. zv. 58. 

8, " That our labour is not in vain in the Lord.*' 

The Epigtk, Coloss. iii. 1. 

If ye then be rieen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of Qod. Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth : for ye are dead, and 
your life is hid with Christ in Qod. When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon the earth ; fornication, uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetous- 
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ness, which is idolatry : for which things' sake the 
wrath of Qod oometh on the children of disobedience. 
In the which ye also walked some time, when ye 
lived in them. 

T. (We are here taught how we may partake of Christ's 
resurrection.) What is supposed of all Christians ? 

8, That they are risen with Christ. 

r. How so ? 

8, Baptism being a death unto sin, and a new birth 
unto righteousness; the renouncing the old man, and 
putting on the new. Bom. vi. 6. 

T. How was this shown in baptism beforetime 7 

3, The person was buried under the water as one 
dead, and raised out of it again as unto life. 

T. What is the duty of Christians ? 

8. To ** set their affection on, and seek those things 
which are above." 

Tn What are these things ? 

8' The glory, which we shall share with our Lord, and 
His saints and angels. *^ The earnest expectation of the 
creature waiteih for the manifestation of the sons of God.'* 
jRom. yih. 19. 

T. What do we obtain in this life from above? 

8. Christ's pardon and peace. His grace and continual 
help. 

T. How are we " dead" in this life ? 

8. When we kill our earthly lusts, Uving only to God. 

T, How is this to be done f 

8. By daily mortifying our members which are upon 
the earth ; crucifying the flesh. Oal, v. 24. 

T, Who is^our life, while thus dying daily ? 

8. Christ. He dwells in us by His Spirit. Bom, viii. 11 ; 
1 Cor, vi. 19. 
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T, What is onr hope of perfection ? 

8. That " when he shall appear we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is." 1 John, iii. 2. 

T, What were onr Lord's words to His disciples? 
John, xii. 25. 

S, " He that loveth his life shall lose it ; and he that 
hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal." 

The Oospel. St. John, xx. 1. 

The first day of the week oometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and 
seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 
Then she runneth, and oometh to Simon Peter, and 
to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith 
unto them. They have taken away the Lord out of 
the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid 
him. Peter therefore went forth, and that other 
disciple, and came to the sepulchre. So they ran 
both together ; and the other disciple did outrun 
Peter, and came first to the sepulchre ; and he, 
stooping down and looking in, saw the linen clothes 
lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon 
Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, 
and seeth the Unen clothes lie ; and the napkin that 
was about his head, not lying with the linen dothes, 
but wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went 
in also that other disciple which came first to the 
sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. For as yet 
they knew not the Scripture, that he must rise again 
from the dead. Then the disciples went away again 
imto their own home. 
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T, On what day of the week did onr Lord rise again ? 

S. On the first day of the week ; which has, therefore, 
become the Christian Sabbath. 

T* Who were the first to know His resurrection f 
Matt, xxyiii. 2, 3, 4. 

8, The guard of Roman soldiers. ** There was a great 
earthquake : for the angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the 
door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like light- 
ning, and his raiment white as snow : and for fear of him 
the keepers did shake, and became as dead men." 

T. (It was not likely the soldiers would have slept on 
watch, that being punishable by death.) What was the 
wicked device of Christ's enemies to hinder the truth? 

8, " They gave large money unto the soldiers, saying. 
Say ye, his disciples came by night, and stole him away 
while we slept. And if this come to the governor's ears, 
we wiU persuade him, and secure you." 

T. What do we observe in the women who had followed 
Christ? 

S, Their love and faith was unshaken ; and desiring to 
pt^y all honour to our Lord, they came very early, when 
it was yet dark, with sweet spices to anoint or embalm 
the body. 

T, What did those who remained behold, while Mary 
Magdalene hastened to tell the disciples that the stone 
was rolled away ? 

;Sf. An angel, who declared oxa Lord's resurrection, and 
bade them make it known to the disciples. 

T. Whom did the angel especially mention ? 

8, Peter {Mark, xvi. 7), as if to assrare him that our 
Lord accepted his repentance and forgave him. 

T. Who next visited the sepulchre ? 

8. Simon Peter and John. 
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T. What do we obserye in their conduct? 

8, The beloyed disciple, fall of love to Christ, outran 
Peter, who perhaps feared. We see, however, that he 
took courage and went in first; then John went in also, 
and, full of faith, saw and believed. 

T. To whom did our Lord first appear? 

8. " To Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast 
seven devils" {Johrty xx. 14) ; from which we observe our 
risen Lord's love for penitents. *^ Her sins, which were 
many, were forgiven, for she loved much.** Luke, vii. 47. 

T, What is God's promise to such as wait for and 
desire Him? Prov. viii. 17. 

8. *^I love them that love me ; and those that seek me 
early shall find me." 

Monday in Easter WeeS:. 
[The Collect for Easter Day is repeated.l 

The Epistle, Acts, z. 34. 

Peter opened his mouth and said, Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons ; but in 
every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him. The word which 
God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all) ; that word (I say) 
ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, 
and began from Galilee, after the baptism which 
John preached : how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost, and with power ; who went 
about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed 
of the devil : for God was with him. And we are 
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witnesses ofall things which he did, both in the land 
of the Jews and in Jerusalem ; whom they slew, and 
hanged on a tree : Him God raised up the third day, 
and showed him openly ; not to all the people, but 
unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who 
did eat and drink with him after he rose from the 
dead. And he commanded us to preach unto the 
people, and to testify that it is he who was ordained 
of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. To him 
give all the prophets witness, that through his Name 
whosoever beheveth in him shall receive remission 
of sins. 

T, (The festival of Easter is prolonged that the con- 
templation of Christ's resurrection may lead us to in- 
creased joy and thankfulness. The early Christians 
baptized their converts at this season, and at Whitsun- 
tide.) Where is the Epistle taken from? 

S. St. Peter's discourse in the house of Cornelius, the 
devout centurion. 

T. What lesson did St. Peter receive by his call to 
preach to this Gentile ? 

8. " God is no respecter of persons." He will accept 
all who serve Him truly. 

T. What may we leam by it ? 

S. That He will guide into all truth those who seek to 
know God, and do His will. 

T. Why is this passage of Scripture chosen for to- 
day's Epistle ? 

8, As it contains St. Peter's testimony to Christ, and 
declares His resurrection. 

T. What does St. Peter first declare ? 

8. Christ's mission, being sent by God, and anointed 
with the Holy Ghost. 
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T, Was our Lord's coming known to the Gentiles ? 

8. They must have heard it, as it was publiafaed 
thronghont all Judea ; but their knowledge as yet was nbi 
with faith and understanding. 

T. What does St. Peter then describe? 

8. Christ's character. **He went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppressed of the devil." 

T, How does he confirm his words ? 

8. He declares that himself and the apostles were 
witnesses of all His mighty deeds and works of love. 

T. How does St. Peter continue his relation ? 

8, He simply tells the facts of the Jews' ingratitude, 
Christ's death and resurrection, and the commission of 
the apostles to preach and bear witness to Him. 

T. How had the Jews rendered themselves unworthy 
of beholding their risen Lord ? 

8, By their continued unbelief and hardness of heart 

T. How did our Lord answer Judas's question, " Lord, 
how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not 
imto the world?" Jb^n, xiv. 22. 

8. ** Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love 
me, he will keep my words ; and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him." 

T, What words of our Lord may we apply to the un- 
believing Jews 7 

8. ^ If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded though one rose from the dead." 
Luke, xvi. 31. 

T. Give the names of some of the prophets who have 
declared the forgiveness of sins through Christ. 

8, Isaiah (liii. 11), Jeremiah (xxzi. 84), Daniel (ix. 
fU), Zechariah (ziii. 1), and Malacbi (iv. 2). 
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7%e Oospd. St. Luke, xxiv. 13. 

Behold, two of his disciples went that same day 
to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusar 
lem about threescore furlongs. And they talked 
together of all these things which had happened. 
And it came to pass, that while they communed to- 
gether, and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and 
went with them. But their eyes were holden, that 
they should not know him. And he said imto them^ 
What manner of communications are these that ye 
have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad ? And 
the one of them, whose name was Qeopas, answer- 
ing said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in 
Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are 
come to pass there in these days 1 And he said unto 
them. What things ? And they said unto him. 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word, before Qod and all the 
people : and how the chief priests and our rulers 
delivered him to be condemned to death, and have 
crucified him. But we trusted that it had been he 
which should have redeemed Israel : and beside all 
this, to-day is the third day since these things were 
done. Yea, and certain women also of our company 
made us astonished, which were early at the sepul- 
chre ; and when they found not his body, they came, 
saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, 
which said that he was alive. And certain of them 
which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found 
it even so as the women had said ; but him they saw 
not. Then he said imto them, fools, and alow of 

BB 
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heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken ! 
Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and 
to enter into his glory ? And beginning at Moses, 
and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself. And 
they drew nigh unto the village whither they went ; 
and he made as though he would have gone further : 
but they constrained him, saying, Abide with us, for 
it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And 
he went in to tarry with them. And it came to 
pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And their 
eyes were opened, and they knew him, and he 
vanisheil out of their sight. And they said one to 
another. Did not our heart bum within us while he 
talked with us by the way, and while he opened to 
us the Scriptures? And they rose up the same 
hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the 
eleven gathered together, and them that were with 
them, saying. The Lord is risen indeed, and hath ap- 
peared to Simon. And they told what things were 
done in the way, and how he was known of them in 
breaking of bread. 

T. (Eminaus was a village about seven or eight miles 
from Jerusalem.) What day are we still considering ? 

8. The first day of the week, when our Lord rose from 
the dead. 

T. Who were the two disciples ? 

S. One of them was Cleopas, the husband of one of 
the Marys {Johrif xix. 25), the other is not known; but 
neither of them were apostles, as the eleven were gathered 
together at Jeras£dem. 
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r. What do we observe in their conduct ? 

8. They were wandering, as sheep who had lost their 
shepherd, communing together of Christ, and reasoning 
upon the things that had happened, and were sad. 

T, Does this accord with what Malachi says of those 
who feared the Lord, and spake often one to another ? 
Mai. iii. 16. 

8. ** The Lord hearkened and heard it." 

T, What does St. Mark say of Christ's appearance ? 
xvi. 12. 

8. " He appeared in another form." 

T, What does our Lord's question teach ? 

8. His desire that all should confess their doubts and 
griefs to Him. 

T. What appeared to hinder the belief of these dis- 
ciples ? 

8. That Christ had suffered these things : they could 
not believe He was to die, though He had predicted it. 
Mark, iz. 32. 

T. How does our Lord answer them ? 

8. First with reproof; then pitying their infirmities, 
He expounds to them the Scriptures, enabling them to 
perceive these things were prophesied of Him. 

T. Were they willing to receive instruction from this 
seeming stranger ? 

8. Yes, their hearts burned within them as He tallied, 
and they consti-ained Him to abide with them when He 
would have gone further. 

T. What does this teach us ? 

8, To receive reproof meekly, instruction gladly. 
Christ is always with us, though unseen ; and if we desire 
Him, He will stay with us, and show Himself to us. 

T, How did our Lord discover Himself? 

8, In breaking of bread. He took bread, blessed it. 
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and gave thanks, as when He fed the four thousand in 
the wilderness, and when He instituted His last supper. 

7*. How may we so find Him ? 

8. In the Communion of His Body and Blood, under 
the sign of bread and wine. 

T, What do we observe in the disciples' conduct? 

8, Their haste to tell these things to their sorrowing 
friends. They rose up that same hour, though the day 
was far spent, and returned to Jerusalem. 

T. What did they hear on their return ? 

8. The same glad tidings, *' The Lord is risen indeed." 

T, To whom had Christ appeared f 

8. To Simon Peter, who had denied Him ; so great is 
His mercy and love. 

Tuesday in Easter Week. 
The EpUUe, Acts, ziii. 26. 

Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abra- 
ham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you 
is the word of this salvation sent. For they that 
dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they 
knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets 
which are read every Sabbath day, they have fulfilled 
them in condemning him. And though they found 
no^cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that 
he should be slain. And when they had fulfilled all 
that was written of him, they took him down from 
the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre. But Qod 
raised him from the dead : and he was seen many 
days of them which came up with him from Galilee 
to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people. 
And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the 
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promise which was made unto the fathers, Gfod hath 
fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he 
hath raised up Jesus again ; as it is also written in 
the second Psahn, Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee. And as concerning that he raised 
him up from the dead, now no more to return to 
corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the 
sure mercies of David. Wherefore he saith also in 
another Fsahn, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption. For David, after he had served 
his own generation by the will of Qod, fell on sleep, 
and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption : 
but he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption. 
Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, 
that through this man is preached imto you the for- 
giveness of sins : and by him all that beHeve are 
justified from all things, &om which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses. Beware, therefore, lest 
that come upon you, which is spoken of in the pro- 
phets ; Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish : 
for I work a work in your days, a work which ye 
shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it 
unto you. 

T. Where is the Epistle taken from ? 

S. St. Paul's discourse in the synagogue at Antioch in 
Pisidia. 

T. Who does he address ? 

8. The Jews; and not only them, hut those who fear 
God (the proselytes, xiii. 16). 

T. What was he to proclaim to all such ? 

8. The word of salvation. 

T. Were the Jews familiar with the prophets ? 

bb2 
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8, Yes. From the time of Ezra portions of the law 
and the prophets were read every Sabbath day, and per- 
sons were appointed to expound them. 

T. Where do we find instances of this ? 

S, When our Lord went about Galilee He taught and 
preached in the synagogues {Matt. iv. 23); "and at 
Nazareth, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read'* from the 
book of Esaias, explaining to the people the prophecy 
relating to Himself {Luke, iv. 16-23) ; and on the occa- 
Mon of this discourse of St. Paul, he was called upon by 
the rulers of the synagogue to preach (v. 15). 

T. How had the ignorant and hard-hearted Jews fiil- 
filled the prophets? 

8, In condemning Christ, even though they found no 
cause of death in Him f 

T. The Jews stumbled at Christ's death; what does 
St. Paul, therefore, explain ? 

S. His resurrection, which had been witnessed by 
many ; and that by it the promises made to the fathers 
were fulfilled imto us their children. 

T. The words of the second Psalm were said to David 
after his great persecutions, when God raised him out of 
them, giving him the title of king, which originally be- 
longed only to God. How are these words applied to 
Christ? JRom. i. 3, 4. 

S. He " was made of the seed of David according to 
the flesh ; and declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurreotion 
firom the dead." 

T. The '^ sure mercies of David" was the everlasting 
covenant that God would perpetuate His promise to 
David, that one of his seed should sit on the throne for 
ever. How was this expressed ? Tsa, Iv. 3, 4. 
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S, " I will make an everlasting ooyenant with you, even 
the sure mercies of David. Behold, I have given him 
for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to 
the people." 

T. How was this fulfilled in Christ? 

8. By His resurrection, now no more to die, but reign 
for ever over His people. 

T. Could Ps. xvi. 11, apply to David ? 

S. No ; for he died, and was laid unto his fathers, and 
saw corruption. 1 Kings, ii. 10. 

T, (The expression, **laid unto his fathers," is in 
allusion to the Jewish custom of burying whole fkmilies, 
for many generations, in large sepulchres.) Through 
whom, then, have we the forgiveness of sins ? 

S. Through Christ, in whom these prophecies weore 
fulfiUed. 

T. How may we apply the warning of St. Paul to our- 
selves ? Hab. i. 5^ 

S, When we are tempted to doubt and disbelieve the 
word of God, we should recollect it may be by reason of 
our pride, and sinful lives ; and try to seek after a 
more lowly and teachable spirit. 

T. Are there works in our days hard to be understood ? 

S. Yes ; the prosperity of the wicked, the trials of the 
good, and severe and sudden judgments of God ; which 
are yet capable of being understood by them that take 
God's word for their rule and guide. 



!l%e Gospel, Si. Luke, xxiv. 36. 

Jebttb himself stood in .the midst of them, and 
saith unto them, Peace be unto you. But they were 
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terrified and afi&igHted, and supposed that they had 
seen a spirit. And he said unto them, Why are ye 
troubled, and why do thoughts arise in your hearts ? 
Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: 
handle me, and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye see me have. And when he had thus 
spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet. And 
while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, 
he said imto them, Have ye here any meat ? And 
they gave him a piece of a broiled flsh, and of an 
honey-comb. And he took it, and did eat before 
them. And he said unto them. These are the words 
which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled which were written 
in the law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the 
Fisalms, concerning me. Then opened he their xm- 
derstanding, that they might understand the Scrip- 
tures, and said unto them. Thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the 
dead the third day ; and that repentance and remis- 
sion of sins should be preached in his Name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are 
witnesses of these things. 

T. (This was the fourth appearance of our Lord on 
this day. ) Who were gathered together on this occasion ? 

S. The eleven, joined by Cleopas and the other dis- 
ciple. 

T. How did our Lord salute the disciples ? 

8, He said, " Peace be unto you." 

T. What may we observe concerning this salutation ? 

S, He commanded His disciples, when He sent them 
to preach, " Into whatsoever house, ye enter, first say, 
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Peace be to this house. And if the son of peace be 
there, your peace shall rest upon it : if not, it shall turn 
to you again." Lvke, x. 0, 6. 

T, (It was, indeed, the common Jewish salutation, but 
most significant from the lips of the " Prince of peace." 
Is, ix. 6. What was their fSar ? 

8. That they had seen a spirit. 

T. When do we read of their having had such a fear 
before ? 

8, When He came to them walking on the sea. Marky 
vi. 49. 

T, How does He calm their fear? 

8, With words of kindness. He suffered them to touch 
Him, and to behold His wounded hands and feet, that 
they might perceive it was His real body that had risen 
from the grave : finally. He eats before them, as a living 
person. 

T. What was their feeling ? 

8, They believed not for joy. 

T. How were they enabled to understand the Scrip- 
tures? 

8, He opened their understanding. In St. John we 
read that He breathed on them, saying, " Beceive ye the 
Holy Ghost." xx. 22. 

T. What does this teach us ? 

8, We can believe nothing, unless God enables us to 
perceive it by the Spirit. 

T, What did He command them to do ? 

8, To preach His Word to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem, and the doctrine of repentance and forgive- 
ness of sins through Him. 



ERRATA. 



The Gospel must follow the Epistle of the First Sunday 

in Advent. 
Page 3, line 6, read Phil. ii. 7, /or Phil. ii. 6, 7. 

7, last line, read 1 John, iv. 21, for John, iy. 21. 
11, last line but two, read 3 Tim. iii. 14, 10, ybr 

2 Tim. iv. 14, 16. 
18, line 2, read Bev. iii. 10-12,/or Bev. iii. 10. 
15, 5th line from bottom, read Ps. xviii. 49, for Ps. 

viii. 49. 
23, 7th line from bottom, read Matt. vii. 1, 2, for 

Matt. vii. 1. 
26, 4th line, read John, v. 39, for John, v. 16. 
28, 13th line, read Luke, zix. 10, for Luke, xviii. 10. 
31, 9th line, read Matt. ziii. 22,/or Matt. xiii. 32. 
35, 9th line from bottom, read Bom. viii. 15, for 

Bom. viii. 2. 
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tion of the Editor of the " Tracts for the Christian 
Seasons," and are piincqtally by the same Writers. 



The.Chie£rTn^luu 

No. 

126. The Chief Truths ; N<k. I.The Ho|y Tfinit^ .. . 16 for Is. 

188. II.'Thelncahiation '. . 16 for Is. 

184. III. The PaBsion . . 16 for Is. 

43. IV. The Resurrection . . 16 for Is. 

44. V. The Ascmsion . . 16 for Is. 

46. VI. The Judgnwut . 16 fqp.1^ 

2171 ■ VI I. The Holy GFhost" . . l^tor.ls^ 

218..— VIIL The Holy. C^<f]ifi . ' ^ 

Church and Communion of Saint&l' . . ' . 12 for^ls.^ 

' IX. The Forgiveness of Sins,. 16 for Is'. 

-: X. The life ,Eta:l»8t^^ . ' 12 foif^lfl^j^ 

124.. A Scr^>ture Catechism on the Church, . . 6<kea£h.^ 

165.'A.Catfchismooncehiin^theX:!htu^ ^'* .' .' 6t<>j:^\B^[ 



219. 
220. 



TmcUfor Parochial Tse, 



The Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 
Ten Commandments. 

No. 

209. L Thou flhalt have none other Gods but He . 83 for Is. 

210. II. Thou Shalt not make to thyself any graven 

Imag« 83 for Is. 

211. III. Thou Shalt not take the Name of the Lord 

thy God in vain 83 for Is. 

181. Swear not at all SSferls. 

5. IV. How to spend the Lord's Bay . . .12 for Is. 

180. Where were you last Sunday? 16 for 1& 

212. v. Honour thy Father and Mother . . . S3 for Is. 
166. VI. Thou riialt do no Murder . . 16 for Is. 

213. VII. Thou Shalt not commit Adultery ... 33 for Is. 
69. The Unmarried Wife 12 for Is. 

214. VIII. Thou Shalt not Steal 33 for Is. 

215. IX. Thou Shalt not bear False Witness afnalnst thy 

Ndghbour 33 for Is. 

72. Truth and Falsehood 9 for Is. 

219. Z. Thou Shalt not Covet S3 for Is. 



The Creeds. 

1. Exposition of the Apostles' Creed . . . . 6 for Is. 

186. Questions and Answers on the Athanasian Creed . 12 for Is. 

184. Letter firom a Clergyman on the Athanasian Creed 6 for Is. 



The Lord's Prayer. 

176. The Lord's Prayer 16 for Is. 

154. A Scripture Paraphrase on the Lord's Prayer . 16 for Is. 



The Two Sacraments. 

Baptism. 

200. The Baptismal Service for In£uits explained . 6 for Is. 

187. Holy Baptism 6 for Is. 

120. Friendly Words on Infieuit Baptism . . . 9 for Is. 
175. Questions about Baptism answered out of Holy 

Scripture 12 for Is. 

66. Registration and Baptism 12 for Is. 

185. Why should there be God-Parents? . . . 16 for Is. 

102. Choice of God-Parents 83 for Is. 

108. Advice to God-Parents 16 for la. 

Who should be Sponsors 83 for Is. 
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The Lord's Supper. 



No. 

193. 

76. 

106. 



The Loxd'B Supper 

"Piain ^peaking to Non-Communicahts . 

One Word mora to almost Christians oa the Lord's 

Supper 

77. The Lord's Supper the Christian's Priyilege . 
189. Have you ceased to Communicate ? . 
188. Am I fit to receive the Lord's Supper? . 
196. Have you Communicated since your Confirmation? 
192. A Persuarive to ftiequent Communion 
206. Devotions preparatory to the Lord's Suj^per . 



6 for Is. 
12 for Is. 

16 for Is. 
16 for Is. 
12 for Is. 
16 for Is. 
12 for Is. 
12 for Is. 
16 for la. 



Offices, ftc. &c 

GonfirmaUon. 



190. The Oonfirmation Service explained 

28. Questions for Confirmation. First Series 

29. Ditto Second Series 
80. Preparation for Confirmation . 

100. A Few Words before Confirmation 
91. Hints for the Day of Confirmation 

158. Catechism on Confirmation 
27. A Few Words after Confirmation 





. 9fbrISL 




9 for IsL 




9 for Is. 




. 16 for Is. 




16 for la 




. S3 for la 




. 12 for Is. 




. 9 for la. 



Marriage. 

173. The Marriage Service explained . . . . 6 for Is. 

114. Are you going to be Married? 16 for la 

115. Duties of the Married State 12 for la 



205. Service for the Visitation of the Sick expltdned . 6 for la 



128. The Churching Service explained for Women 

about to be Churched 9 for la 

2. Friendly Words after Churching . . 12 for la 



54. The Gommination Service explained . 



171. The Burial Service explained 
46. Thoughts about Burials . 



. 12 for la 



6 for la 
12 for Is. 



TracU for Parochial Use, 



Keeping of ^oly Days^md S6af6&. 

21. 6ow fo spend Advent . . 33 for Is. 

-^2. How tokeepOhrisimas lOfprls. 

'23. KewYea<8^>e 12 for Is. 

62. How to keep Lent 12 for Is. 

53. Ken's Advice during Lent 16 for Is. 

126. Tract for Holy Ifeek •. -. . 6 for Is. 

168. Tract for Good Friday 12 for Is. 

163. How to to keep Easter . . . 16 for 1& 

69. Neglect of Ascension Dsty *. . . . . S3 for Is. 

174. How to keep Whitsuntide 33 for Is. 



The Ghnrch and Clfafirch Sarviod. 



IS. Be in time for Church 16 for Is. 

65. "No Things to go in" 16 for Is. 

207. The Gate of the Lord's House, or Counsels for Christ- 
ian Worshippers^ and Devotions to be used in 

. ^hurch . . 'efdrls. 

^08. What do we go to Church for? 9 for Is. 

•20. How to behave in Churdi 16 for Is. 

181. Conduct iu Church 12 for Is. 

67. On saying Responses in Chtifdh .... 16 for Is. 

.JB8. Do you singin Church ? . . . '. . . .16 for Is. 

146. £>aily Common Prayer 12 for Is. 

8. Do you ever Pray? 33 for Is. 

61. No Kneeling, no Prayiiig 12 for Is. 

1^37. A Word to the Deaf about coming to Chtdxih . . 38 for Is. 

71. Church or Market '. . .16fdrl& 

'65. Beauty of Chxirches 16 for Is. 

163. Doors or Open Seats 9 for Is. 

47. Plain Hints to Bell-Ringers . '. 16 far Is. 

113. Church Choirs 16 for Is. 

150. Plain Hints to a Parish Cleilc 16 for Is. 

J;61. Plam Hints to Sextons . . , ..... , SSforlB. 

179. .PWn Hints to an Overseer or Oulu^dian of the Poor fiS for Is. 

199. Plain Hints to a Churchwarden . 12 for Is. 
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For the Sick and Afflicted. 

' 82. Devotions for the Sick. Part I. Prayer for Patience for la. 

33. Part II. Litanies f<>r the Sick . . . « for Is. 

34. Part III. Self-Examination . . .. for Is. 

35. Part IV. Confession . ,. , . . UZ for Is. 

36. Part V. Prayers for vanous occasions , .. 9 for Is. 

37. -: Part VI. Prayers to be used daily during a 

long Sickness . , , . . .9 fpr Is. 

38. Part VII. Devotions for Friends of th9 Sick • 9 for Is. 

39. Part VIII. Ditto.— When there appeareth but 

small hope of Recovery 16 for la. 

40. Part IX. Thanksgiving on the Abatement of 

Pain 9 for la. 

41. Part X. Devotions for Women "Labouring 

withChUd" 9 for la. 

42. Part XI. Dixring time of Cholera, or any other 

general Sickness 16 for Is. 

76. Hints for the Sick. Parti 9 for Is. 

116. Ditto. Parts II. and III 6 for Is. 

31. Friendly Advice to the Sick 9 for Is. 

96. Scripture. Readings during Sickness . . . .12 for Is. 

112. i^re you letter for your Sickness ? . >. . . 16 for Is. 

.94. Will you give Thanks for your Recovery ? . . a6 for Is. 

107. Form of Thanks for Recovery .... 83 for Is. 

64. 2)evotionB for the Desolate . . '. . 33 for Is. 

172. Devotions for "Widows S3 forls. 

70. Thoughts of Christian Comfort for the Blind . . a2 for Is. 

136. Patience in Affliction 12 for as. 

, 14. To Mourners » 9 for Is. 

The above are bound up in " Devotions for the Sick,"*prtbe 2s. 6d. 



Prayers, Hymiis, Meditations, &c. &c. 

142. Morning and Evening Family Prayers .12 for Is. 
178. Daily Office for the use of Families , > . 9d. each. 

8. Morning and Evening Prayers for Toimg Persons . 38 for Is. 
. 7. Morniiig, Evening, and Midnight Hymns .16 for Is. 

143. Homing and Evening H3nnns for a Toung Person 83 for Is. 
, 99. Prayers for Schoolmasters and Schoolmistresses . . 83 for Is. 
204. Daily Prayers for the use of those who have to .< 

work hard '. "9 for Is. 

429. Seven Meditations . v , ■ . '. . . 6 for Is. 

164. Meditation on the Day of Judgment . . 38 for Is. 

111. Litany for Ember Weeks 12 for Is. 

. 73. On Family Prayer 38 for Is. 

.106. On Private Prayer 16 for Is. 

208. On Common Prayer SB for la. 

&7. Meditation 9 for la. 



Tracts for Paroehial Use, 



For Penitents. 



No. 
167. 
161. 
127. 
128. 
182. 
191. 
198. 
808. 
806.' 



DevotioiuB for Penitents . 
Comfbrt to the Fenitent 
Tracts for Female Penitents. 



part I. 
Part II. 
Part III. 
Part IV. 
PartV. 
PartVT. 
PartVU. 



12 for Is. 
16 for Is. 
16 for Is. 
12 for Is. 

6 for Is. 

6 for Is. 

6 for Is. 

9 for Is. 

9 for Is. 



Words of Advice and Warning, ftc. 

Advice and Exhortation. 



140. A Word in due Season to the Parents of my Flodc 
62. A Word of Exhortation to Toung Women 

160. An Exhortation to Rep«itanoe 
93. A Cleiigyman's Advice to a Toung Servant 

97. To Masters of Families 
165. A Word to the Aged . 
156. Examine Yourselves 
167. A Few Words on Christian Unity 

98. To Sunday School Teachers 
61. To Parents of Sunday Scholars 

177. A Word to the Pauper 

95. Farewell Words to an Emigrant 

16. A Pew Words to Travellers 
188. The Farmer's Friend 



12 for Is. 

9 for Is. 
16 for Is. 

9 for Is. 
16 for Is. 
16 for Is. 
12 for Is. 

9 for Is. 

9 tor Is. 
16 for Is. 
16 for Is. 
16 for Is. 
83 for Is. 
12 for Is. 



Warning and Cantion. 

194. Thou, God, seest me r 16 for Is. 

60. A Word of Warning to iiie Sinner . . . . 16 for Is. 

92. A Word of Caution to Toung Men .... 9 for Is. 

132. Now is the Accepted Time S3 for Is. 

15. Sudden Death 83 for Is. 

144. Never mind : we are all going to the same place . 16 for Is. 

170. "Too Late" 9 for Is. 

87. Shutout 16 for Is. 

119. Flee for thy Life . .^ . . . . 16 for Is. 

49. Be sure yoiu* Sins will find you out . . . 16 for Is, 

110. The Tongue 12 for Is. 

121. Make your Will before you are HI . . . . 83 for Is. 

24. Thu^k before you Drink 16 for Is. 

195. WhywiUyeDie? 33 for Is. 

79. A Few Words to the Farmers . . . . Sd. each. 
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Tales and Allegories ninstrated. 

Price Twopence each, or in Packett at Six for One ShiUing, 



2tf. *Alioe Grant 
152. Bye and Bye. 
19l 'Complaints A their Cure. 
8L *The Cloud upon the Moun- 
tain. 
*The Carate'8 Daughter; 
or Sacredneas of Church- 
yards. 
*The Day that never came. 
Edward Elford ; or. Who's 
afraid? 

IB *£dwin Forth, or the Emi- 
grant. 
•The Fair on Whit-Mon- 
day. 
*Bannah Dean. 
•Harry Pulton. 
The Hop Picker. 



66. 



83. 
185. 



25. 

90. 

18. 

lOL 



No. 
78. Her Sun has gone down 

while it was yet Day. 
80. *I tmiflht have Deen Worse. 

11. Joseph and his BreUiren. 
189. Jane Smith's Marriage. 

140. Little OeoflViey. 
48. *Mary Fisher. 

141. The Modem Martyr. 
63. *Mr. Sharpley. 

84. '^Nothing lost in the telling. 
89. 'The Prodigal. 

88. The Promised Estate. 
118. Richard Revelejr's Legacy. 

12. *The Bock and the Sand. 
9. *" Thou Shalt not Steal," 

or the School Feast. 
82. •Tony Dilke. 

85. Too Old to be questioned. 



The Set complete, price Fonr Shillings. 

The Twenty-tight lUuetrations KpareUdy, price One Shilling. 

Those marked with an asterisk are bound up in a volume, 
entitled " Tales and All^ries," price 3s. 6d. The remaining are 
iKxmd up in " Parochial Tales," price 2s. 6d. 



146. 
104. 
122. 
117. 

58. 

109. 

4. 

50. 
138. 

17. 
162. 
180. 
202. 
201. 
197. 

74. 
147. 



Miscellaneous. 

The Beatitudes 12 for la. 

Twelve Rules to live by God's Grace . . . 33 for 1& 

The Christian's Cross 16 for Is. 

Consult your Pastor 16 for Is. 

Reverence 16 for Is. 

Schism 9 for la. 

Conversion 12 for Is. 

Almsgiving every Man's Duty . . . 9 for Is. 

Weekly Almsgiving 12 for Is. 

Honesty, or paying every one his own . . 6 for Is. 

Sailor's Voyage 12 for Is. 

Evil Angels 12 for Is. 

The Holy Angels ....•../ 12 for Is. 

Fasting 12 for Is. 

Pray for your Pastor 16 for Is* 

Are all Apostles? or, a Few Words about the 

Christian Ministry 16 for Is. 

The right way of reading Scripture . . . 12 for Is. 

Love your Prayer-book 16 for la. 
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TmcUfor Parochial U.se., 



Qottagers' Series. 




No. 

1. The pottage Fig-StYe 

2. Keeping Poultry no Loss 
8. Mrs. Martin's Bee-hive 
4. The Honest Widow 

6. The Village Shop ... 

6^ Who Pays the Poor-rate ? . 
86.. Mm. Morton's Walk 
148. Twopence for the Clot.hing Club 
159. The Widower . 








6ior Is. 
6 for Is. 
6 for Is. 
6 forls. 
6 for Is. 
9 for Is. 
6 fot la. 
. 16 for Is. 
6 forls. 


The above are bound up in ** Tracts for Cottagers," 


price 2s. 



Having now completed the series of Parochial Tracts^ 
Mr, Parker begs to inform tffe Clergy that he, keeps^ in stock 
a constant supply of each separate Tract, 

They may b^ purchased either separately, or for .distri- 
bution in shiUing packets^ containing from 6 to 33 copies of a 
Tract, according to its lengthy 

To obviate, tf^ difficulty whiichJhose. .Clergy experience 
who, residing at a distance from any local Bookseller, cannot 
obtain parcels, withput,. delay and great expense, M^,^ Parker 
ivill undertake to send selections from the above-mentioned 
Tracts, to the amount of Jive shillings and upwards, to any 
part of the United Kingdom, free, provided that the order is 
accompanUd by ^he amount in stamps, or by a Post. Office 
Order, 



*;|5* In^ consequence of some errors which have oc- 
curred ^^ numbenng the abovQ, it would be advisable ia 
orde^ng them to giye the name of the Tract, as well as 

the iiumber. 

..J . .'i 

LISTS SUPPLIED ON APPLICATION. 



John pemy Parker, Ox^di Mid.377 Steand, London. 
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